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Because it is among the oldest colleges in Indiana and because of its Proximity C' il War.  In IV to the South, Hanover College possesses a unique relationship to the hope that we editors of The Hanover Historical Review
the following selections, the                             ties and significant sacrifices

offer our readers a glimpse into the intriguing activ, ne of the darkest periods in experienced by Hanover's students and faculty during o

American History-

The Civil War Came to the Campus'

by 1. George Blake

Edited with Introduction by Mark A. Plozay

The following is an excerpt from a 1963 article In the Indianapolis Star
'I

Magazine celebrating the centennial of the Civil War- The article, entitled "The Civ, War Came to the Campus," was written by 1. George Blake, who discusses how the civil War affected Indiana colleges and universities.  Professor Blake taught for many years at Franklin College and was a noted authority on Indiana history.

IV I War is always thought of as a military struggle between The American C' i s a great deal more to the war than the military aspect. the states.  But there wa tivity both north and south was affected, Including higher Every phase of human ac

education.              e 40 colleges, universities, and seminaries in Indiana today,

of the approximat ennes University IS have already celebrated their centennials.  Beginning with Vinc in chronological

I

in 1806, the list of those institutions founded before 1860 includes, order, Indiana, Hanover, Wabash, Franklin, DePauw, Concordia, St. Mary-of-theWoods, Notre Dame, Taylor, Eartharni Evansville, Butter, St. Mary's at South Bend, and Valparaiso. it is interesting to note that, with the exception of Indiana

University, all were-and still are-private or church-related institutions.

These schools of higher education, while still in their relative infancy, . were soon called upon to bear their full burden of responsibility for the prosecution of



I



them had among their founders men
with


the war. it was not an easy task. Ma
.
and


Southern antecedents and Southei
eligious, social, economic,

cultural ideas still prevailed in sever,             na. There were many islands of

Southern sympathy, especially in th f of the state, and the campuses found themselves with a divided opinion on the merits of the struggle. it was

inevitable that most should become hotbeds of Union partisanship, but the South was not without its champions.  Students had closely followed the regrettable and momentous events that led up to the war.  "The Union must be preserved!" and

"States' Rights" were the rallying cry of the opposing factions.

institutions was affected in some particular way, but they all

Each of the 15

fared alike in having most of their normal collegiate functions either curtailed or entirely eliminated temporarily, even before they were firmly established; although

I originally published in The Indianapolis Star Magazine on August 4, 1963.

fly benefited from the situation. in some cases5 due to
one or two schools actua                  the colleges were forced to close their doors.



f professors and students,

tly after the conflict had ended,


absence 0

1 activities shot
ivit



were to resume their norma

it well, and that not even a C

But all IS     f of the fact that their founders had bui anity and culture....

which is proo          ntly (luench the hirst for Christi                                nt than

War could perniane
... lost students during the war, but to a lesser exte

Hanover College
n 1860-1861 the school had S6 students enrolled in the

[Indiana Universityl. 
I scientific course.  The following year there were 66 and

degree course and 30 in the 1 62-1863, 40 and 44 in 1863-1864, and 42 and o@A Hanover in the fall of lo 13, respectively, with S 3 and 23 in 1 8

24 in 1864-186S.  There were only 23 new students in                        ing ones.  The drop

but 36 the next year (after the close of the war) plus four return

Im,nt of the college was mainly due to the number of students Hanover

in enrol
and Alabama as well as Tennessee before and during . the first

pulled from Kentucky                    listed for the three-month period.  As quite a few

f' al year of the war.  Many students en 64 was graduated without in
of these volunteers were seniors, the class of 18 vice was preferred to the ' itary set I
examinations. it may be suspected that a short mil

nationst

rigors of final exami                              over seemed half deserted5 as no women

During the war years the halls of Han There were frequent alarms when had matriculated there until after the war. ation when G,n, John

Confederate troops were in Kentucky.  The college was on vac ne student, who had d diana in 1863, but at least 0

Hunt Morgan raided southern In as a self-appointed scout, was quickly disarme borrowed a horse and started out and sent back to Hanover on foot, Another and dismounted by morgan5s men when the rumor spread that a large force of

incident had occurred there n 18625                           students quickly organized and

io near the college.  The

rebels was crossing the Oh'                          . ols, pitchforks and clubs they could

r with all the shotguns, Pist                           rmined to have


marched to the rive
1
ere Confederate sympathizers dete
11 a joke.


find. Some of the
students who w
n discovered that it was a

some fun.  A skirmish ensued but it was soo                 and recounted their adventures.

Friend and foe alike gathered at the general store                      most famous aluMnus5


biography, Harvey W. Wiley, Hanover5s
He became a


In his auto all the students volunteered for service with him.
I


claims that nearly     ny 15 137t" Indiana Volunteers5        a large portion
of which was

member of Cornpa                     Yet during the whole of the war, with 80 per cent of

made up of Hanover students.                            closed its doors.  The college had

the students under colors, Hanover never nd her students@ except for those that depended largely on the Southern states to se entucky, Tennessee and

I- ed in Indiana.  Especially did Presbyterian parents of K
course, during the war

IV                  sons to Hanover for instruction.

of

Alabama send their ere greatly impaired. these students ceased coming, and the finances of the college w

