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Family members gather on the tarmac at the 128th Air Refueling Wing while waiting for members of Fox Company to arrive Saturday. About 150 members of the Marine reserve unit returned to Wisconsin after serving in Iraq for several months.
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Assembling on the tarmac at the 128th Air Refueling Wing, members of Fox Company return to Wisconsin on Saturday. About 150 members of the Marine reserve unit returned to Wisconsin after serving in Iraq for several months.
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Reunited after months of separation, 6-year-old Bethany Semrow clings to her father, Jeff, after he gets off the plane Saturday. Her sisters, Melanie, 7, and Valerie, 9, background, follow close by, and Sharon Semrow holds their son, Nicholas, after Fox Company returned to Wisconsin. About 150 members of the Marine reserve unit returned after serving in Iraq for several months.


MUKWONAGO - Seven months of dealing with constant danger, tepid showers and desert dust came to an end Saturday for Fox Company, a part of the Chicago-based 24th Marine Regiment, when they came home from Iraq.

"It’s amazing," said Sharon Semrow, wife of gunnery Sgt. Jeff Semrow of Mukwonago, who returned Saturday. "It’s a great feeling."

The Semrows have six children, ages 3 through 14, and they were still wound up Sunday, said their mother during a phone interview.

"This morning, they didn’t really believe Daddy was still home," Semrow said. "I let them in the bedroom to wake up Daddy to see that he was still here."

Semrow said the whole anticipation of the homecoming at Gen. Mitchell International Airport was wonderful.

"To see them step off the plane and go into formation," she said. "The minute the commanding officer said, ‘Fox Company dismissed,’ they ran to us."

Stay in a group, she told the six younger Semrows.

"Just to see him and touch him. It is just overwhelming for everyone," she said.

As the family coordinator for the unit, Semrow helped facilitate an online chat group and e-mail distribution list to keep all of the Fox Company families informed. Gatherings were planned for Christmas and Valentine’s Day.

"We got to know each other quite well," she said. "We supported each other and became friends. I don’t think I hugged so many people in one day as I did yesterday."

Another area Marine, Cpl. Darrick Sewell, also returned Saturday. Originally a part of Fox Company, he moved to headquarters and support for the 24th Marine Regiment when the unit was activated in September. He arrived home to Chicago instead of Milwaukee.

Like those in Fox Company, Sewell served in the "triangle of death" area of central Iraq.

"We’re Marines," Sewell said. "We can handle it."

Sewell said that being a part of the historic Iraqi election in January was the highlight of the deployment for him.

"Despite the claims of it’s not going to work, it worked," he said. "Seventy percent of the population where we were at voted while under the threat of gunfire and mortar attack."

Sewell, 28, is a graduate of Waukesha West High School and is engaged to Mary Vitale, West Allis. The wedding date is on hold so Sewell’s brother, Daryle, stationed with the U.S. Army in the international zone in Baghdad, can be his best man.

"It’s phenomenal, knowing you’re a part of history," Sewell said. "I look at freedom just a little bit differently now."

While in Iraq, he missed hot showers and Waukesha’s famous water, but he said he enjoyed his deployment and the chance to put his training into action. Despite the hardships, he said that if the Marines would need him to return, he is ready.

"If they ask me to go back, I’ll be the first in line," he said


