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Edgar Jackson, an engineer at Waukesha Engine, poses in this undated photo with a reminder of his home while serving in Iraq with the U.S. Air Force Reserves. Jackson returned home for good recently and plans to retire from the reserves in 2007 after a 20-year military career.


WAUKESHA - Back in 1987, Edgar Jackson joined the Air Force Reserves because he needed money for college.

"I fell in love with it and stuck with it," Jackson said. "I’m an engine mechanic, and I love working on engines."

In civilian life, Jackson is a quality engineer at Waukesha Engine. After Sept. 11, 2001, Jackson knew there was a chance he’d be activated. The 43-year-old Milwaukee resident had already served in the first Gulf War, Bosnia and Kosovo. It was just a few days before Thanksgiving 2003 when he received notice that he was being activated for two years.

During that time, Jackson has done three 90-day rotations in the Middle East. His active duty was up last month, and he took a few weeks of accumulated leave time to decompress and spend time with his wife, step-children and grandchildren.

"It’s a pretty special Christmas this year knowing I’m home for good," he said. "I’ve missed so many Thanksgivings, birthdays and holidays."

Jackson is with the 440th Airlift Wing at Gen. Mitchell International Airport in Milwaukee. He found out about the closure of the base at Mitchell while he was overseas.

"It was sort of a kick in the gut," he said.
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Edgar Jackson poses with an indicator of what his daily life was like while serving in Iraq with the U.S. Air Force Reserves. Jackson, an engineer at Waukesha Engine, returned home recently to spend the holidays with his family.


Jackson returned to work at Waukesha Engine on Nov. 15 and said the company held his job, and even his desk, for his return.

"They knew up front I was a reservist in the military and after 9-11, there was a chance I’d get called up," he said.

Though Jackson and his family have years of military experience, there are still heart-stopping moments such as when he left for his second rotation in Kuwait. Jackson’s wife, Chris, saw a military car traveling slowly down their street. The car didn’t make it to the family’s door; it stopped three houses away. A neighbor was the one to receive the bad news - that her son had been killed in Iraq.

Jackson said he doesn’t miss the heat, sand or bugs of the Middle East. Being able to get up and not have to walk three to four blocks to the bathroom and sleeping in his own bed, instead of a 12-man tent, are also benefits of being back in Wisconsin.

"One thing you really appreciate when you’re on the way back, as soon as you see something green, you can’t believe how much you miss green and trees and grass," he said.

Jackson plans to retire from the Air Force Reserves in 2007 when he’ll have 20 years of service.

"I’ve gotten to travel and see the world," he said. "I’ve met some really nice people and some really not so nice people. I think four conflicts is enough."

Waukesha County hosting military 
academy families from throughout state 

WAUKESHA - Judy Thomson remembers March 21, 2003, for two important reasons - it was the day the war in Iraq began as well as the day her son, Charles, received his appointment to West Point Military Academy.
"I remember it very specifically. That was the first day of the Iraq war. It was very hard to swallow," Thomson said. "It’s still tough."
Charles Thomson is a 2003 graduate of Waukesha West High School and will graduate from the U.S. Military Academy in 2007. When he and his family started the process of applying to West Point, the war hadn’t started. His family encouraged him to apply, but once the offer came, there was a lot of soul searching, said his mother, but he has enjoyed the academy.
"He always wanted to do something different, take the road less traveled," Judy Thomson said. "Now that I look back, it’s not a big deal. West Point is a wonderful place."
Thomson and other parents from the Wisconsin West Point parent group have planned this year’s All Academies Military Ball. Each year one of the parent groups from either West Point, the U.S. Air Force Academy or the U.S. Naval Academy plan the ball which honors the upcoming Wisconsin graduates from each of the military academies.
Brian Rau of Menomonee Falls will graduate from West Point in May. The family was already well acquainted with the academy because Brian’s father, Steve, graduated from West Point in 1971. Early on in Brian’s high school years, he had his eye on attending one of the military academies.
"It’s been a fabulous experience," said Francine Rau, Brian’s mother. "At any of the academies, there are opportunities you wouldn’t normally have at a civilian school."
One opportunity Rau cited was the military exchange academy. Through that program, Brian traveled to the military academy in Vienna, Austria, and two of the friends he met there are traveling to the United States for Brian’s graduation.
Francine said there are 420 people expected at the event scheduled for Friday at the Country Inn Suites Hotel and Conference Center.
Thoughts of the ongoing war won’t be far from the minds of attendees, though. It has affected some portions of the event planning, too, said Francine Rau.
"This year we were unable to find a color guard because most of them were either getting ready to deploy or just getting back," Rau said.
Attending the academy has brought new opportunities to the cadets and also to their parents, Thomson said.
"It’s been a good thing for all of us," she said. "It’s opened up new doors for my husband and I. We’ve met so many new people."



