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History 171A:
“World Civilizations to 1500”
Professor: J. Michael Raley, Ph.D., D.M.A.
Office: Classic Hall 113 
Office Telephone: (812) 866-7205
Email Address: raleyjm@hanover.edu (preferred method of communication in handling most matters).

Class Meeting Times and Location: MWFs, 12:00 Noon – 1:10 p.m., CLA 203.

Office Hours: MWFs 10:45-11:45 a.m., TRs, 2:15 – 3:15 p.m., and at other times by appointment or whenever my office door is open.

REQUIRED TEXTS:

Andrea, Alfred J., and James H. Overfield, eds. The Human Record: Sources of Global History, Vol. 1: To 1500. 8th ed. CITY: Wadsworth, 2015. ISBN: 978-1285870236. 
Clay, Catherine, Chandrika Paul, and Christine Senecal. Envisioning Women in World History. Volume 1: Prehistory—1500. Explorations in World History. Boston: McGraw-Hill, 2009. ISBN: 978-0073513225.

Spodek, Howard. The World’s History. Volume I: Prehistory to 1500. 5th ed. Upper Saddle River, N.J.: Pearson/Prentice Hall, 2014. ISBN: 978-0205996070.

Class Handouts, Documents Posted on Moodle or Sent Via Email Attachment, Duggan Library Reserve Materials, and Website Documents as Assigned.
COURSE DESCRIPTION:

HIS 171A: “World Civilizations to 1500,” a CCR HS/ACE W1 course, takes the students through a comparative, thematic study beginning with the Paleolithic origins of humanity and the birth of world civilizations in various locations around the globe following the agricultural revolution of the Neolithic Age, and extending to the beginning of the early modern era (ca. 1500 C.E.). In the course of our historical and cultural investigations, we shall focus our attention not only upon extant primary sources, but also upon the debates of modern historians over the interpretation and meaning of the surviving evidence. Examining global societies through such “lenses” as mythology, religion, philosophy, science, ethics, law codes, systems of governance, modes of warfare, treatment of conquered peoples, economic and business practices, architecture, language and writing, the growth of new technologies, environmental concerns, and, of course, the everyday lives of those who were part of these societies will help us come to terms with cultures that are far removed from our own, both geographically and temporally. A related emphasis in this course will be the place of women in global history—in particular, women’s experiences in what typically have been patriarchal societies. Above all, “World Civilizations to 1500” offers students an opportunity to understand more clearly the origins, cultural heritages, historical responses, and degree of interaction and cross-cultural fertilization among the world’s principal civilizations, and thereby to stimulate a greater awareness and appreciation for cultural diversity in our world today.
HISTORICAL/HS CCR OBJECTIVES OF THE COURSE:
Upon the successful completion of this course, the student should be able to:

(1) Understand that, rather than being “dead,” the ideas, themes, events, and personalities that have shaped the past also continue to inform the present, thus giving us a rationale for studying ancient civilizations in order to understand more fully the global society of today in which live and work, and that together, the past and present will in large part shape the future;

(2) Understand more fully the “civilizations,” “kingdoms,” and “political states” that humans historically have created in various parts of the world, including: their political systems and theories of government; their relative degrees of interconnectedness with, and isolation from, other civilizations; their systems of religion and philosophy; their modes of economic trade; the military power used defensively versus military might unleashed to realize imperialistic ambitions; and the importance of literacy to the creation of urban culture;

(3) Expand his/her abilities to view history from alternative perspectives and to explain causes for human behavior in ways that account for the complexity of social forces and of human motivation;

(4) By studying closely the surviving historical record, gain a better understanding of the global origins and diversity, as well as the biological and cultural uniqueness and also ethical concerns, of humanity across time and space,  and, above all, to recognize our critical dependency upon our earthly environment for our survival;

(5) Discover (within the process of historical inquiry) the importance of utilizing non-traditional sources and also traditional sources through innovative approaches when investigating complex historical and social issues (particularly in women’s history and in studying the history of ancient peoples whose stories, if recorded, have not come down to posterity); 

(6) Develop an ability to reflect systematically and meaningfully on ethical dilemmas and complex issues that citizens in ancient societies were compelled to face;

(7) Acknowledge that the pursuit of history goes far beyond the accumulation of facts, that in fact there exists a close link between historical inquiry and cultural values; the latter include those of the culture(s) under study as well as those of the historian(s) conducting the inquiry;

(8) Foster a greater degree of toleration for all “Others,” regardless of their race, ethnicity, gender, sexual orientation, socio-economic background, degree of intelligence, formal education, or any other “difference.”

W1 ACE OBJECTIVES OF THE COURSE:
Upon completing this course, the student should be able to:

(1) Engage competently in college level writing; 

(2) Understand more fully how to discover and evaluate historical evidence; 

(3) Through close reading and class discussions, course exams, and analytical essays, develop a concise and logical interpretation of the historical evidence, and support this argument effectively through a thesis statement, supporting evidence, and cogent arguments that lead to a clear conclusion; 

(4) Envision writing as a process that requires revising for clarity, consistency, and mechanical correctness;

(5) Demonstrate the ability to document evidence. 

REQUIREMENTS SPECIFIC TO THIS COURSE:
· Midterm and Take-Home Final Exams: 15% each (30% total) of the course grade.

· Two “Position” Papers (5-7 pages in length): 15% each (30% total) of the course grade. Rubrics for the “Position” Papers, along with a list of suggested topics, may be found on Moodle. These will be due  October 5th and December 5th. These Position Papers must be uploaded to the turnitin.com website (instructions on how to do this will be provided shortly before the due date for the first Position Paper). The grading of these Position Papers will be based upon: (1) the quality/creativity of the title; (2) novelty/ strength of the thesis; (3) quality, amount, and analysis of supporting primary evidence; (4) logic/organization of the paper; (5) consideration of alternative interpretations; (6) use of correct grammar and sentence structure; and (7) proper documentation of sources in Chicago Style/MLA. We will be discussing writing strategies to help you with these papers.
· In-class quizzes and daily written assignments: 10% of the course grade.

· Class attendance and meaningful contributions to class discussions: 10% of the course grade.

· Participation in two of the following 10–minute group-led class presentations/discussions (rubrics uploaded to Moodle, group assignments to be determined from the assignment schedule, with one chosen/assigned from each of the two groups listed below): 20% (10% each) of the total grade:

· Grammar/writing skills group-led discussions (present and obtain professor’s approval of the Powerpoint and presentation at least 24 hours before the class presentation):

1) Group-led class discussion of writing in college.

2) Group-led presentation on writing effective sentences.
3) Group-led class discussion on the steps to follow in drafting an effective introduction to a “Position” Paper that includes a strong thesis.

4) Group-led class discussion on how to create and use footnotes and works cited pages.
5) Group-led discussion on analyzing/revising the first draft of a college essay.

6) Group-led class discussion on pitfalls to avoid when polishing the title, introduction, and conclusion to your college essay.
· Historical group presentations based on research in the Duggan Library (present and obtain professor’s approval of the Powerpoint and presentation at least 24 hours before the class presentation):

1) Group presentation on “The Archaeological Evidence of the Niger River Valley civilization.”
2) Group presentation on “Social Justice under Ancient Israelite Law.”.

3) Group presentation on “Democratic Athens vs. the Fate of the Melians.”
4) Group presentation on “The Lasting Legacies of Alexander the Great.”
5) Group presentation on “The Chinese Philosophies of Confucianism, Legalism, and Daoism.”
6) Group presentation on “The Rise and Spread of Islam during the Middle Ages.”
GRADING SCALE: 

A+ = 100 
B = 83-88
C- = 71-72
F= 59 or below

A = 93-99
B- = 81-82
D+ = 69-70

A- = 91-92
C+ = 79-80
D = 63-68

B+ = 89-90
C = 73-78
D- = 60-62

Note: The instructor reserves the right to adjust a student’s final grade based upon extenuating circumstances.

EXPECTATIONS OF THE PROFESSOR AND OF THE STUDENT:
A number of expectations exist for this class. Students have every right to expect that I, as the instructor, will meet and be prepared for each class; that I will be on time; that I will return graded assignments with my comments in a timely fashion (usually within 7-10 days); and that I will be readily available for consultation outside the classroom. 

Students, in turn, are expected to attend every class meeting, to arrive on time, to have read carefully and annotated the assigned readings thoroughly prior to class, to have the assigned texts with them in class, and thus to be prepared to engage actively and in meaningful ways in the class discussions based upon the assigned readings. The goal, in short, is to create a collective learning environment in which we teach each other through informed discussions of the readings, insightful questioning, and the free exchange of ideas. 

Students also must complete two “Position” Papers, two group presentations, both exams, and the daily written assignments in order to receive a passing grade for this course. All written work should be submitted on or before the assigned due date. Penalties will be assessed for each day that an assignment is tardy unless that tardiness is the result of an excused absence and/or has been arranged with the professor well in advance of the due date.  
For all of these reasons, absences from class will be approved only for reasons officially sanctioned by Hanover College—e.g., sports competition, with written evidence of an extended hospital stay or emergency doctor’s visit, or the death of a close family member. Time away for “vacations,” routine doctor’s appointments (which can be scheduled at other times), job interviews, time spent with friends, etc., are not legitimate reasons for missing class. They should be scheduled when they do not conflict with class. Students who miss more than three classes without documentation of extraordinary circumstances for all of the absences may expect to suffer a grade penalty. Students who miss more than six classes without documentation for each of the absences will fail the course.

A Few Common Courtesies, Please: 

1. Please do not come to class wearing perfume or cologne. 

2. Please use the rest room before coming to class. If you have a physical problem, please discuss this privately with the professor. Otherwise, I will expect you to remain in the classroom for the entire class period.

3. Technology in the classroom: Ringing cell phones are not funny, and texting on your phone/Skyping on your computer during class time disrupts the class discussions. Please be courteous and professional. Make it a habit always to turn off your cell phone prior to the beginning of class and before meeting with me in my office. Students who text, Skype, or surf the Web during class time may be asked to leave the classroom. 

4. The use of laptop computers in the classroom is a privilege, not a right. Students may use computers in class to access online documents and also to take notes, but they will lose this privilege if they Skype, text, or surf the Web during class time. Also, please do not come to class expecting to read course documents on your cell phone during class discussions. Bring hard printed copies or a laptop for digital copies.
5. Always make sure that you have digital or printed copies of all assigned readings with you in class each day. These should be properly prepared in advance, with the key passages highlighted and the key points underlined or noted in the margins.

6. Please be sure to check your Hanover College email account daily. I often send my students messages related to class. When sending or replying to the professor in an email message, please be professional: employ appropriate language and tone along with correct grammar, punctuation, and spelling.

If you have a disability that may require an accommodation for taking this course, please contact the Disability Services Coordinator at (812) 866-7215 or email Kay Stokes at stokes@hanover.edu within the first week of the semester.

In case of a pandemic flu or virus outbreak that causes Hanover College to close, final grades will be based upon the assignments completed to that point, including exams, quizzes, papers, and class participation. If the college should be closed during the final exam period, the professor will provide take-home exams electronically.

STATEMENT ON ACADEMIC HONESTY

Plagiarism and cheating on exams are very serious academic offenses that may result in the student’s receiving an “F” for the course grade and being reported to the Hanover College Dean’s Office. Students who plagiarize attempt to pass off as their own the work of another person, whether it be one sentence or entire paragraphs. Plagiarized passages may include material taken from the internet, books, periodicals, and/or other students’ work. Students who plagiarize defraud those fellow students who have been honest enough to submit their own work. Students who plagiarize also irreparably sever the student–instructor bond of trust. For all of these reasons, whenever you draw upon someone else’s idea(s) or wording, you must make absolutely certain that you identify your source(s). If you repeat the exact words of another source, enclose them in quotation marks and identify their source in a footnote (not an endnote or a parenthetical citation, please). Close paraphrases (i.e., near quotations) should be avoided at all costs; instead, either summarize the author’s argument or idea entirely in your own words and identify the source in the footnote, or else quote the author directly, enclosing the quotation in quotation marks, and then provide a footnote identifying the source. For a review of what other actions constitute plagiarism, please consult the following website: http://hnn.us/articles/514.html. The bottom line is this: be honest, do your own work, and when you borrow from someone else’s research, give that author due credit through a footnote. Honesty is, in fact, always the best policy.

STATEMENT ON SELF-CARE
Your academic success in this course and throughout your college career depends heavily on your personal health and wellbeing. Stress is a common part of the college experience, and it often can be compounded by unexpected life changes outside the classroom. Your other professors and I strongly encourage you to take care of yourself throughout the term, before the demands of midterms and finals reach their peak. Please feel free to talk with me about any difficulty you may be having that may impact your performance in this course as soon as it occurs and before it becomes unmanageable. Please also know that there are a number of other support services on campus that stand ready to assist you. I strongly encourage you to contact them if you need them. You can make appointments with Health Services by calling x-6102. Appointments for Counseling Services can be made online at any time through my.hanover.edu. For career-related stress and anxiety, call the Career Center at x-7126. 
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History 171A:
“World Civilizations to 1500”
Topic &Assignment Schedule

REMINDER: Assigned readings are to be read carefully and annotated using colored markers and marginal notes in pen or else by using the editing tools available in the .pdf or Word files in advance of the class discussions on the dates listed below. Please make sure that you have annotated copies of all primary source materials with you in hard or digital copy.
Part 1

HUMAN ORIGINS AND HUMAN CULTURES
WEEK ONE: Human Origins and Uniqueness.
Monday, September 5: “Course Introduction: The World through Historians’ Eyes.”

READING ASSIGNMENT: Course syllabus and topic/assignment schedule; Spodek, “Introduction” (I-8—I-22).

Wednesday, September 7: “The Archeological Record: What Does It Mean to Be Human? When, Where, How, and Why Did Human Beings and Human Culture First Emerge?”

PRIMARY SOURCE ASSIGNMENT: None.

SECONDARY SOURCE ASSIGNMENT: Spodek, 10-32.

QUESTIONS FOR REVIEW (1-2–page typewritten response due in class):

(1) What kinds of evidence do historians and archaeologists use in studying the prehistoric human record?

(2) Why is the discovery of art among prehistoric peoples so important to archaeologists? 

(3) How did environmental changes influence human evolution?
(4) Why did people begin to walk upright? How, when, and why did human intelligence and culture appear? Why did humans invent tools, and why was this process so slow?
(5) Did humans first come into being in Africa? If so, when and how did people first leave Africa, and how long did it take for them to spread around the globe? What were some consequences of their migrations?
Friday, September 9: “The Archeological Record: What Do We Know about Women’s Work and Gender Relations in Gatherer-Hunter Communities? / How Do We Read and Interpret Primary Sources?”

PRIMARY SOURCE ASSIGNMENT: None.

SECONDARY SOURCE ASSIGNMENT: Envisioning Women, 6-20; Human Record, Prologue (P-1 through P-17); Primary Source Evaluation Form (Moodle).
QUESTIONS FOR REVIEW (1-2–page typewritten response due in class):

(1) What do we know about women’s work and gender relations in gatherer-hunter communities? Among sedentary villagers?
(2) Human Record, P-9, Questions for Analysis.
WEEK two: From Gatherer-Hunter to City-State.

Monday, September 12: “In the Beginning . . . : The Roles of Mythology, Religion, and Science in the Explanation of Human Origins.”

PRIMARY SOURCE ASSIGNMENT:  Genesis 1:1–2:24 (cf. the two creation accounts; RSV translation available online at: http://quod.lib.umich.edu/r/rsv/browse.html). Please do a careful comparison of the two biblical Creation accounts using a (yellow or other color) highlighter and an ink/felt tip pen or highlighting in your computer file. Please make sure that you have all of these materials with you in class on Friday.

SECONDARY SOURCE ASSIGNMENT: Spodek, 2-10.

QUESTIONS FOR REVIEW (1-1-2–page typewritten response due in class):

(1) Compare and contrast the key points and order of creation in the two Genesis accounts; how do they compare and contrast with the Rig Veda?

(2) In their own ways, mythology, religion, and science each seek to explain humanity’s origins. What do these three disciplines share in this regard? In what way(s) do they differ?
Wednesday, September 14: “The Origins of Agriculture: the Neolithic Revolution.”

PRIMARY SOURCE ASSIGNMENT: None.

SECONDARY SOURCE ASSIGNMENT: Spodek, 32-34 and 36-47.

QUESTIONS FOR REVIEW (1-2–page typewritten response due in class):

(1) What was the relationship between the origins of complex gathering-hunting societies to the origins of agriculture? Why did the beginning of agriculture follow different paths in different areas of the world?

(2) Why was the establishment of agriculture central to the growth of the village community? Why did some tribes never make the transition to farming?

(3) What were some of the unintended consequences of the implementation of agriculture?

(4) What was the relationship between the invention of the village, the nuclear family, property, and gender roles in society? Did these vary from region to region, and if so, why?

(5) What difference does the study of prehistory make for us today?
Part 2

SETTLING DOWN

Friday, September 16: Group-Led Writing Sessions.

READING ASSIGNMENT (for all class members): Williams and McEnerney, “Writing in College,” Pt. I (Moodle); Harbrace College Handbook, 10th ed., pp. 2-69 (Moodle).
Writing skills group-led class discussion #1: “Introduction to College Writing.”

DISCUSSION QUESTIONS:

(1) What is the biggest difference in the organization of a high school essay and a college essay?

(2) What constitutes an “argument?”

(3) What kinds of writing assignments are college professors likely to give?
(4) What do most college professors expect in a writing assignment?

(5) What constitutes a good point in an essay?

(6) What kind of evidence is acceptable in a “Position” Paper? Where can one find such evidence?

Writing skills group-led class discussion #2: “Writing Effective Sentences.”

DISCUSSION QUESTIONS:

 (1) How is each of the following parts of speech defined: noun, pronoun, adjective, adverb, verb, preposition, conjunction? How do they combine to form sentences?

(2) What are phrases and clauses? How are they similar? In what regard(s) do they differ? How can their correct usage greatly enhance the quality of your writing?

(3) What are “active” verbs and how do they differ from the verb to be and the passive voice? What is fundamentally problematic about paragraphs employing the verb to be repeatedly and/or with multiple passive verb constructions? What is the impact of such constructions upon the reader?

(4) What is a “run-on” sentence? How can you easily fix one?

(5) What is a sentence fragment? What is missing in such a “sentence?” How can this easily be remedied? 

(6) What is the relationship between pronouns and their noun antecedents? In what must they agree?

(7) What is the relationship between subjects and verbs? In what must they agree?

(8) What is the danger when mixing verb tenses in the same paragraph or even in the same sentence? What must happen in order for the “flow” throughout the paragraph to remain constant?

WEEK tHREE: River Valley Civilizations.

Monday, September 19: “Ancient Mesopotamia: The First Cities and the Invention of the State.”

FILM (excerpt to be viewed in class): “Iraq: The Cradle of Civilization.”

PRIMARY SOURCE ASSIGNMENT: Human Record, 8-13 (Epic of Gilgamesh).
SECONDARY SOURCE ASSIGNMENT: Spodek, 47-62. 

QUESTIONS FOR REVIEW (1-2–page typewritten response due in class):

(1) What elements constitute “civilization?”

(2) What first had to take place before cities and urban life and culture could arise?

(3) What does the moral of the Epic of Gilgamesh tell us about the ancient Mesopotamian view of life? 
(4) What happened to the Mesopotamian environment? How and why? What lessons are to be learned here?

Wednesday, September 21: “Ancient Mesopotamia: Law Codes and Gender Relations.”
PRIMARY SOURCE ASSIGNMENT:  Human Record, 13-17 (Code of Hammurabi).
SECONDARY SOURCE ASSIGNMENT:  Envisioning Women, 20-31.
QUESTIONS FOR REVIEW (1-2–page typewritten response due in class):

(1) What laws from Hammurabi’s Code do you find most interesting? Why?
(2) Who is the author of Hammurabi’s Code? the audience? What kind of document is it? From whence and where does it date? What is its purpose? Does it provide justice, as it seems to claim?
(3) Describe gender relations in ancient Sumer. Did ancient Babylonian women have rights under Hammurabi? Did urbanization impact women’s status in society? 
(4) What criteria can we use today to evaluate the status of women in ancient societies?
 Friday, September 23: “Egypt: The Gift of the Nile.”

FILM (excerpt to be viewed in class): “Egypt: The Habit of Civilization.”

PRIMARY SOURCE ASSIGNMENT: Human Record, 18-24 and 34-42.
SECONDARY SOURCE ASSIGNMENT: Spodek, 64-78.

QUESTIONS FOR REVIEW (1-2–page typewritten response due in class):

(1) In what ways did the Nile River and geography influence life in Ancient Egypt?

(2) What does the Negative Confession suggest about Egyptian values and religious beliefs in the New Kingdom?
(3) Consider Ma’at, to which the peasant appeals. Is it the same as the ‘Right and Justice’ that Hammurabi claimed to have established in his kingdom? If not, in what ways do they differ?
(4) What evidence do we have of Egyptian contact with the outside world? 

(5) Compare and contrast life in ancient Egypt with life in ancient Sumer. What differences existed for women in these two civilizations?
(6) Prepare the questions in the Human Record, p. 37, for class (no written answers required for these).

WEEK FOUR: A Polycentric World.

Monday, September 26: “The Indus River Valley Civilization and Its Mysteries.”

FILM (excerpt to be viewed in class): India: The Empire of the Spirit with Michael Wood.

PRIMARY SOURCE ASSIGNMENT: Human Record, 24-26 (Statues of the Priest King and the Dancer).
SECONDARY SOURCE ASSIGNMENT: Spodek, 78-86; Fitzsimons, “The Indus Valley Civilization” (Moodle).

QUESTIONS FOR REVIEW (1-2–page typewritten response due in class):

(1) How does the early history of India differ from that of Mesopotamia and Egypt?
(2) To what extent do the river valley civilizations of the Indus and the Nile confirm or alter our views of the significance of cities and urban life?

(3) What clues have led many scholars to identify the first statue as a “priest king?” Can you think of an alternative interpretation? What clues have led many scholars to identify the second statues as a dancer? Do any other possibilities come to mind?
(4) How does our ability/inability to examine the evidence through archeological excavations and “reading” literary texts and other artifacts enhance/limit our understanding of a civilization?

 Wednesday, September 28: “China: City and State under the Xia, Shang, and Zhou Dynasties.”

FILM (excerpt to be viewed in class): China: The Mandate of Heaven, with Michael Wood.

PRIMARY SOURCE ASSIGNMENT: Human Record, 28-34 (“The Mandate of Heaven” and The Book of Songs).

SECONDARY SOURCE ASSIGNMENT: Spodek, 88-98.

QUESTIONS FOR REVIEW (1-2–page typewritten response due in class):

(1) We believe that it is honorable to die in the service of one’s country. How different is that from dying to serve one’s lord in the afterlife?
(2) What was the “Mandate of Heaven?” How did it come into being? How was it earned or lost?
(3) What were the stages of early Chinese history? What led each to evolve toward the next?
(4) In The Men of Zhou, what dichotomy has the author drawn between the people of Zhou and the people of the East whom they have conquered?

(5) In The Common Soldier, what aspects of life has soldiering disrupted?
Friday, September 30: Professor Away at a Conference. No Class.

Assignment: Work on Position Paper 1 (due next Wednesday, October 5th).
WEEK FIVE: The Mayans, West African Civilization, and the Emergence of the Hebrews.

Monday, October 3: “Urban Culture in the Western Hemisphere: Mesoamerica and South America.”

FILM (excerpt to be viewed in class): Central America: The Burden of Time, with Michael Wood.

PRIMARY SOURCE ASSIGNMENT: Popol Vuh (Moodle).

SECONDARY SOURCE ASSIGNMENT: Spodek, 98-113; Envisioning Women in World History, Ch. 5.
QUESTIONS FOR REVIEW (1-2–page typewritten response due in class):

(1) Why is it important to bear in mind that the civilizations of the New World had long and rich histories before the arrival of the Europeans? How has the discovery and deciphering of ancient writing helped to shed light on the cultures of ancient Mesoamerica?
(2) What role did the warfare and religion play in the lives of the Mayans, and how did they impact their understanding of gender relations? What status were Mayan women awarded after childbirth? In what way(s) did the corn plant epitomize Mayan gender relations?
(3) What role did human sacrifice and/or the slaying of the ruler’s companions at his death play in these societies? Why do you think this was so?
(4) What role(s) may the environment have played in the formation of American civilizations? in their demise? Conversely, what role did these civilizations play in the destruction of their environments?

Study Guide for Exam One Distributed in Class.

 Wednesday, October 5: “West Africa: The Niger River Valley.”

Group #1 Historical Presentation: “The Archaeological Evidence of the Niger River Valley civilization.”

PRIMARY SOURCE ASSIGNMENT: None.

SECONDARY SOURCE ASSIGNMENT: Spodek, 113-118.

QUESTIONS FOR REVIEW (no write-up due):

(1) What does the archaeological evidence suggest about the political structures of the settlements at Jenne-jeno? How may they have differed from other early communities that we have studied?
(2) What difference, if any, do the first cities of these civilizations that we have studied really make?
Position Paper 1 Must be uploaded to turnitin.com no later than 11:59 p.m. on Wednesday, October 5th.
Friday, October 7: “The Hebrew People: Followers of Yahweh.”

Group #2 Historical Presentation: “Social Justice under Ancient Israelite Law.”
PRIMARY SOURCE ASSIGNMENT:  Human Record, 53-62 (Excerpts from Genesis and Deuteronomy).
SECONDARY SOURCE ASSIGNMENT: Spodek, 302-312.

QUESTIONS FOR REVIEW (1-2–page typewritten response due in class):

(1) Who were the ancient Hebrews, and what do we know of their origins and early history?
(2) Compare and contrast the Flood narrative in Genesis and Yahweh’s Covenant with Noah’s family with the flood story and the gods’ treatment of Utnapishtim in the Epic of Gilgamesh.
(3) What were the terms of the Mosaic Covenant with Israel? What does Yahweh promise? To what are the Israelites obligated?
(4) Compare and contrast the laws of ancient Israel with Hammurabi’s Code. What similarities do you notice? Differences?
WEEK SIX: Midterm Exam/The Dawn of the Empires.

Monday, October 10: MIDTERM EXAM.

Part 3

EMPIRE AND IMPERIALISM

Wednesday, October 12: Research in the Duggan Library Session: Led by Hanover College Librarians (Mandatory attendance for all!).

Friday, October 14: “Mesopotamian ‘Empires’ of the First Millennium B.C.E.”
PRIMARY SOURCE ASSIGNMENT: II Kings 17:1-6 and 25:1-21; Psalm 137 (RSV translation available online at: http://quod.lib.umich.edu/r/rsv/browse.html); 

SECONDARY SOURCE ASSIGNMENT: Spodek, 120-137, 312-316.

QUESTIONS FOR REVIEW (1-2–page typewritten response due in class):

(1) Define “empire” and discuss some of the chief characteristics generally shared by most empires.

(2) Compile a list of the empires studied in today’s reading with their chief characteristics.

(3) Give an example of an empire that became an empire by conquering an existing empire.

(4) What plights were faced by smaller kingdoms when they came into contact with empires?

(5) What policies do successful empires employ to establish and maintain their power?

(6) What are some of the causes of the decline and fall of empires?
WEEK SEVEN: Ancient Greece and Rome.

Monday, October 17: Fall Break. No Class!

Wednesday, October 19: “Spartans and Helots, Athenian Liberty and the Delian League.”

Group #3 Historical Presentation: “Democratic Athens vs. the Fate of the Melians.”

PRIMARY SOURCE ASSIGNMENT: Human Record, 101-107 (Herodotus, Histories); Thucydides, the “Melian Dialogue” from the Peloponnesian War (Moodle).

SECONDARY SOURCE ASSIGNMENT: Spodek, 137-152; Envisioning Women in World History, 32-46.

QUESTIONS FOR REVIEW (1-2–page typewritten response due in class):

(1) What was the Spartan notion of eleutheria (“freedom”)? The Athenians’ understanding? What about the city states that were members of the Delian League?

(2) What were some of Thucydides’ central themes about empires as reflected in the Melian Dialogue? Do you agree or disagree with him? Why?/Why not? 

(3) How does Herodotus balance critical analysis and religious belief? How do his themes and historical methodology differ from those of Thucydides?
(4) What was life like for women in Classical Greece? Here be sure to compare and contrast the lives of Athenian and Spartan women.
Friday, October 21: “The Conquest of Alexander the Great and the Hellenistic Kingdoms.”

Group #4 Historical Presentation: “The Lasting Legacies of Alexander the Great.”
PRIMARY SOURCE ASSIGNMENT: Plutarch, Life of Alexander (Moodle); Human Record,146-152 (Hellenistic Art).
SECONDARY SOURCE ASSIGNMENT: Spodek, 152-158.

QUESTIONS FOR REVIEW (1-2–page typewritten response due in class):

(1) Does Alexander the Great deserve his reputation, in your view? Why or why not?

(2) What lasting legacies did Alexander’s empire leave behind?
(3) Compare and contrast these five Hellenistic works of art. How do they differ from the art of Classical Athens? What do they seem to suggest about Greek life in the era following the death of Alexander.

Second Half of Class: Professor-Led Class Writing Session: “Evaluating your Position Papers.”

NOTE: During the second half of class today; we will examine (anonymously, so no need to worry) some of your own Position Papers for their strengths and weaknesses in order to help you learn how to be more effective writers and historians.
WEEK EIGHT: The Growth, Collapse, and Transformation of the Roman Empire.
Monday, October 24: “Growing Pains: Rome’s Stresses through Imperialistic Conquest and the Evolution of Its Republican Government, ca. 509–133 b.c.e.”

PRIMARY SOURCE ASSIGNMENT: Livy, History of Rome (Moodle).
SECONDARY SOURCE ASSIGNMENT: Spodek, 160-172.

QUESTIONS FOR REVIEW (no typewritten response required):

(1) How did Rome justify its expansion from city-state to empire? What stages marked that expansion?

(2) Describe the Roman social hierarchy.

(3) What were the principal legislative assemblies and magisterial offices in the Roman Republic?

(4) What was the policy known as the “New Wisdom?” “Bread and Circuses?”

(5) Discuss some of the key elements of the “Struggle of the Orders.”
Wednesday, October 26: “The Roman Revolution (133–30 b.c.e.).”
PRIMARY SOURCE ASSIGNMENT: Sallust, “The War with Catiline” (Moodle).
SECONDARY SOURCE ASSIGNMENT: Spodek, 172-177.

QUESTIONS FOR REVIEW (1-2–page typewritten response due in class):

(1) What were some of the root causes of the Roman Revolution?

(2) In what ways do we witness the slow, but total collapse of the Roman Republican Constitution during this period?
(3) What does Sallust’s account of the Catiline Conspiracy and War tell us about the state of the Roman Republic during the first century BC?
Friday, October 28: Group-Led Writing Sessions.

READING ASSIGNMENT (for all class members): Williams and McEnerney, “Writing in College,” Pt. II (Moodle); Prof. Raley’s class handout on creating Footnotes/Works Cited entries in Chicago Style (Moodle).
Writing skills group-led class discussion #3:  “Drafting an effective introduction and strong thesis for a ‘Position’ Paper.”

DISCUSSION QUESTIONS (1-2–page double-spaced typewritten response due in class):

(1) What is the difference between a thesis and a writer’s opinion?

(2) How does one go about finding/creating a thesis? What role does a research question play in the process?

(3) What makes a thesis strong? What weaknesses undermine the potential strength of a thesis?

(4) How can one construct an introduction to a college level essay so as to “set up” the thesis effectively?

Writing skills group-led class discussion #4: “How to Create and Use Footnotes and Works Cited Pages.”

DISCUSSION QUESTIONS:

(1) Why are footnotes important? Does it really matter whether or not they are formatted correctly? 

(2) What are the basic elements found in footnotes? How do they differ from Works Cited entries?

(3) Why do typos in footnotes matter even more than typos in the text body of your paper?

(4) What do you create a footnote in Microsoft Word? 

WEEK NINE: Fracture and Unification: The End of the Roman Empire in the West and the Formation of Germanic Kingdoms/The Qin and Han Dynasties in China.

Monday, October 31: “Imperial Rome and Its Demise.”

PRIMARY SOURCE ASSIGNMENT: Suetonius, Life of Augustus (Moodle); Human Record, 152-156 (Res Gesta Divi Augusti); Sidonius Appolinaris, “Rome’s Decay, and a Glimpse of the New Order” (Moodle).

SECONDARY SOURCE ASSIGNMENT: Spodek, 177-202; Envisioning Women in World History, 46-61; “An Interview with Bryan Ward-Perkins” (prize-winning author of The Fall of Rome and the End of Civilization) (Moodle).

QUESTIONS FOR REVIEW (1-2–page typewritten response due in class):

(1) How did Augustus gain power and solidify his rule?

(2) Compare and contrast the Augustus of Suetonius’ biography with the Augustus of the emperor’s autobiography.
(3) What changes took place within the Roman Empire and also within Christianity to enable Christianity to become the state religion? What were some of the key stages of this process?

(4) Edward Gibbon argued that the Roman Empire “fell,” a claim that is still echoed today on the History Channel and among many historians. Others say that the Roman Empire was “dismembered.” Henri Pirenne argued that the Roman Empire continued to exist for some time, but in the form of Germanic Kingdoms. What do you think, and why?

(5) What factors enabled the Eastern half of the Roman Empire (Byzantium and Constantinople) to survive until 1453 C.E.?
Wednesday, November 2: Group-Led Writing Sessions.

READING ASSIGNMENT (for all in class): Williams and McEnerney, “Writing in College,” Pts. III, IV, & V. (Moodle).

Writing skills group-led class discussion #5: “Analyzing and Revising a First Draft.”

DISCUSSION QUESTIONS:

(1) How can you make sure that your reader(s) will be able to find your best point in your essay?

(2) What method(s) can you use to create coherent sections within your paper?

(3) What steps can you take to make sure that your evidence really does support your claims?

(4) How can you make your case effectively without overstating the obvious?
(5) What should you do about possible counter-arguments that potentially could refute your argument? 

Writing skills group-led class discussion #6: “Pitfalls to avoid when polishing the title, introduction, and conclusion to your college essay.”

DISCUSSION QUESTIONS:

 (1) What constitutes an effective introduction?

(2) What should an effective conclusion do beyond restating the main argument of the paper?

(3) What should an effective title accomplish? Why does this matter?
(4) So it’s late at night, and your paper is due tomorrow. You’re stuck and almost out of time. What pitfalls must you make sure to avoid? 
Friday, November 4: “The Qin and Han Dynasties: Competing Ideologies of Empire and the Mandate of Heaven.”

Group #5 Historical Presentation: “The Chinese Philosophies of Confucianism, Legalism, and Daoism.”

PRIMARY SOURCE ASSIGNMENT: Human Record, 88-101; 125-132 (readings on Daoism, Confucianism, and Legalism in Qin and Han Chinese sources).
SECONDARY SOURCE ASSIGNMENT: Spodek, 204-222.

QUESTIONS FOR REVIEW (1-2–page typewritten response due in class):

(1) Many kinds of standardization accompanied the creation and consolidation of the Chinese empire. Describe their more important forms. Which, in your view, was most important?

(2) Discuss the chief tenets of Confucianism, Legalism, and Daoism as they are reflected in the readings from the Human Record. Why did Qin emperors favor legalism?
(3) What was the Confucian dynastic cycle? In what sense was it a moral rationalization? 

(4) What can we learn about women’s plights in Han China from Liu Xiang’s Lives of Exemplary Women?
WEEK tEN: More Empires: The Sui and Tang Dynasties of China/Cultural Cohesion in the Divided Subcontinent of India.

Monday, November 7: “Reunification under the Sui and Tang Dynasties: Evaluating the Chinese Understanding of Empire and Woman’s Place in Tang and Song China.”

PRIMARY SOURCE ASSIGNMENT: Human Record, 256-262 (Du Fu, Poems).
SECONDARY SOURCE ASSIGNMENT: Spodek, 222-238; Envisioning Women in World History, Ch. 4.

QUESTIONS FOR REVIEW (1-2–page typewritten response due in class):

(1) Compare the policies of the Tang with the Han. Consider geography, their administrations, philosophy of government, and international relations.

(2) Discuss the status of women under the Tang and Song dynasties.
(3) What message(s) is Du Fu conveying in his poetry?
Wednesday, November 9: “The Mauryan and Guptan Empires.”

PRIMARY SOURCE ASSIGNMENT: Fa-Hsien, “A Chinese Perspective on Gupta India” (Moodle).
SECONDARY SOURCE ASSIGNMENT: Spodek, 240-260.

QUESTIONS FOR REVIEW (1-2–page typewritten response due in class):

(1) What are some of the bases for India’s diversity?

(2) Discuss the reign of Asoka and his importance to the history of India.

(3) What overseas influences exerted an impact upon India from the reign of Asoka until ca. 1000 C.E.?
Friday, November 11: “Reflections upon India, China, Greece, and Rome: Empires and Intermediate Institutions.”

PRIMARY SOURCE ASSIGNMENT: None.
SECONDARY SOURCE ASSIGNMENT: Spodek, 157-158, 201, 234-238, 260-262.

REVIEW:

(1) Prepare a comparative list of empires and their points of similarity/difference.
Part 4

THE RISE OF WORLD RELIGIONS

WEEK ELEVEN: The Sacred Subcontinent: The Spread of Religion in India and Beyond.

Monday, November 14: “Hinduism and the Caste System.”

PRIMARY SOURCE ASSIGNMENT: Human Record, 67-75 (Upanishads and Bhagavad Gita).
SECONDARY SOURCE ASSIGNMENT: Spodek, 264-279; Envisioning Women in World History, Ch. 3 (pp. 62-87 and 91-92).

QUESTIONS FOR REVIEW (1-2–page typewritten response due in class):

 (1) What elements/characteristics do world religions share in common?

(2) Discuss the central tenets of Hinduism.

(3) What terms are associated with Hinduism, and what are their definitions?

(4) What religious texts are important to Hinduism?
(5) According to Krishna, what constitutes sin? What is evil?
Wednesday, November 16: “Buddhism in India, China, and Japan.”

PRIMARY SOURCE ASSIGNMENT: Human Record, 75-79 (“Search/Path to Enlightenment”) and 179-188 (Mahayana Buddhism).
SECONDARY SOURCE ASSIGNMENT: Spodek, 280-299.

QUESTIONS FOR REVIEW (1-2–page typewritten response due in class):

 (1) What are some of the key tenets of Buddhism as taught by Siddhartha Guatama?

(2) What are the Buddha’s “Four Noble Truths of Sorrow?”

(3) Identify three differences between Theravada and Mahayana Buddhism.

(4) Describe the key elements in the competition between Hinduism and Buddhism.
Friday, November 18: “Judaism and the Birth of Christianity.”

PRIMARY SOURCE ASSIGNMENT: The Sermon on the Mount (Matthew 5:1–7:28, compare/contrast with Buddhism); selections from the Acts of the Apostles; RSV translations of these passages available at: http://quod.lib.umich.edu/r/rsv/browse.html);.

SECONDARY SOURCE ASSIGNMENT: Spodek, 316-329 (review pp. 302-316).

QUESTIONS FOR REVIEW (1-2–page typewritten response due in class):

 (1) What elements from Judaism were incorporated into Christianity? Which were rejected?
(2) How did Paul transform Christianity from a Jewish religion into a religion with broader appeal?
WEEK tWELVE: Christianity and Islam: Bridging the World’s Civilizations.

 Monday, November 21: “Christianity and the Roman Empire.”

PRIMARY SOURCE ASSIGNMENT: Human Record, 201-203 (Nicaean Creed); Romans 16:1-16, I Corinthians 14:34-36, I Timothy 5 (Prof. Raley’s translations/interpretations on Moodle).

SECONDARY SOURCE ASSIGNMENT: Spodek, 329-338.

QUESTIONS FOR REVIEW (1-2–page typewritten response due in class):

 (1) Describe the steps as Christianity moved from a sect of Judaism to a world religion. 

(2) Did Christianity liberate women? Why or why not? What evidence exists to support your position?
 Wednesday and Friday, November 23-25: Thanksgiving Break! (Take you’re his 161 books with you!)
Part 5

THE MOVEMENT OF GOODS AND PEOPLES
WEEK tHIRTEEN: Europe’s High Middle Ages.
Monday, November 28: “The Cultural Flowering of Islam.”

Group #6 Historical Presentation: “The Rise and Spread of Islam during the Middle Ages.”

PRIMARY SOURCE ASSIGNMENT: Human Record, 217-223 (Qu’ran).
SECONDARY SOURCE ASSIGNMENT: Spodek, 340-381; Envisioning Women in World History, Ch. 6.

QUESTIONS FOR REVIEW (1-2–page typewritten response due in class):

 (1) What are some of the chief tenets of Islam?

(2) Discuss the complex question of relations of Muslims with non-Muslims, in theory and in practice. Who are the dhimmi?

(3) In what ways have Muslims preserved, enhanced, and transmitted knowledge and technology over time and space?

(4) What was life like in Al-Andalus for Muslims, Christians, and Jews?
Wednesday, November 30: “The Intellectual and Economic Reawakening of Europe in the Twelfth and Thirteenth Centuries: At What Cost?”
PRIMARY SOURCE ASSIGNMENT: “Charter of Liberty of St. Omer” (Moodle); Pope Urban VI, Speech at Clermont, 1095 (Moodle); Decrees from the Fourth Lateran Council, 1215 (Moodle).
SECONDARY SOURCE ASSIGNMENT: Spodek, 414-421; McNamara, “City Air Makes Men Free and Women Bound” (Moodle). 
QUESTIONS FOR REVIEW (1-2–page typewritten response due in class):

(1) Discuss the intellectual and economic reawakening of Europe and what some scholars have called the “Twelfth-Century Renaissance.”

(2) How does “city air” make one free? What does McNamara argue in her article?

(3) What were some of Pope Urban’s reasons for initiating a crusade?

(4) What groups did the Fourth Lateran Council single out for special treatment?
Friday, December 2: “Trade in the Americas, Africa, and Asia before 1450.”

PRIMARY SOURCE ASSIGNMENT: Human Record, 398-404 (Marco Polo) and 416-419 (Zheng He’s voyages).
SECONDARY SOURCE ASSIGNMENT: Spodek, 382-412.
QUESTIONS FOR REVIEW (1-2–page typewritten response due in class):

(1) What is a “trade diaspora?” What advantages did Jews and Muslims have in world trade prior to 1500?
(2) What were some of the principal trading networks in ca. 1000-1300?
(3) Why did the Portuguese come to dominate trade in the Indian Ocean?

(4) Why did the Chinese, after such a strong beginning under Zheng He, fade from the world trade scene?

WEEK FOURTEEN: Establishing World Trade Routes.
Monday, December 5: “The New World of Geographic Exploration.”

PRIMARY SOURCE ASSIGNMENT: Human Record, 422-425 (Letter of Columbus).
SECONDARY SOURCE ASSIGNMENT: Spodek, 433-439.

QUESTIONS FOR REVIEW (no typewritten response required):

 (1) What were some of the positive impacts of Columbus’s discovery of the New World?

(2) What were some of the negative impacts of Columbus’s discovery of the New World?
(3) How did the arrival of the Europeans affect the environment of the New World?
Position Paper 2 Due on Monday, December 5th, No Later Than 11:59 p.m.
Wednesday, December 7: “The Demographic, Socio-Economic, and Spiritual Crises of the Fourteenth Century: Famine, Warfare, Plague, Social Unrest, and Ecclesiastical Schism.”

PRIMARY SOURCE ASSIGNMENT: Boccaccio, Introduction to the Decameron (Moodle).

SECONDARY SOURCE ASSIGNMENT: Spodek, 422-423.
QUESTIONS FOR REVIEW (1-2–page typewritten response due in class):

 (1) What forms of the Black Death occurred, and what were their symptoms, gestation periods, mortality rates, etc.?

(2) What caused the Great Famine of 1315-17?

(3) What major spiritual crises did Europeans face in the fourteenth century?
Take-Final Exam Distributed in Class.
Friday, December 9: “The Italian Renaissance: Renewal and Rebirth” / Reflections upon the HIS 171 Course.
PRIMARY SOURCE ASSIGNMENT: Pico della Mirandola, Oration on the Dignity of Man; Machiavelli, “Letter to Vettori” (Moodle).

SECONDARY SOURCE ASSIGNMENT: Spodek, 424-432.
QUESTIONS FOR REVIEW (1-2–page typewritten response due in class):

(1) What exactly was Renaissance humanism? Who were the humanists?

(2) What was Machiavelli doing in his study evenings? Why?

(2) Did Italian women experience a Renaissance? Why or why not?

(3) Pico praised the “dignity of man.” How did this contrast with Augustinian teachings about human nature held by many Catholics?

Take-Home Final Exam: The Take-Home Final Exam must be uploaded to turnitin.com no later than 5:00 p.m. on Wednesday, Dec. 14th.
Note: The professor reserves the right to adjust, revise, or otherwise alter the HIS 171A Topic/Assignment Schedule at any point throughout the course of the semester, in which case (should this occur) he will provide the students with a hard and/or electronic copy of the revised schedule.
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