THE TREATISE OF BATTISTA GUARINO@


DE ORDINE DOCENDI ET STUDENDI





BATTISTA GUARINO was the youngest son'1 of Guarino Veronese, and was born in I434 during his father's residence at Ferrara, where Guarino held the post of tutor to the heir of the House, Leonello d'Este2, and kept school.  We gather that he was the only one of the sons of Guarino who shewed any genuine taste for scholarship, and that his father built high hopes upon his abilities.  As a boy he was brought up and educated under the immediate direction of Guarino, who was led, by his early promise, to entrust him with a share in the private tuition of the students resident in the Master's house (contubernales).  It was Guarino's purpose in this way to secure a continuity for his methods.


In 1455, when only twenty-one years of age, Battista was elected to the chair of Rhetoric at Bologna, which is decisive evidence of his reputation for scholarship.  This he held for two years, when he returned to join his father at Ferrara.  He had become an expert in textual emendation and devoted much time to the study of the MSS. of Catullus.  He wrote the treatise Upon the method of Teaching and of Reading the Classical authors at the age of twenty-five, probably at his father's suggestion ; for we have no recognised publication





.


	1 Sabbadini, Epistot. Guar. p. 81


              2 Guarino, like Vittorino, associated many other pupils with the princes forming his immediate               charge.  The University of Ferrara was founded in 1436, when Guarino was made Professor of Rhetoric.
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