





upon the educational art from the elder Guarino, if we except such a Letter as that addressed by him to Leonello d'Este.  The date of the Treatise is given as October 1459; Guarino Veronese died in December of the following year.  We may take it, then, that the tract represents, as it claims to do, the general principles which guided the teaching at the School at Ferrara.  On the death of his father, Battista was unanimously elected his successor in the Professorship in the University.


The Treatise is narrower in scope than that of Vergerius or of Aeneas Sylvius.  It contains no reference to subjects outside Ancient Literature; History, by which of course Livy and Plutarch are intended, has a sympathetic paragraph, but logic or ethics seem to be regarded mainly as illustrations of Cicero.  The Greek authors, however, occupy an important place; and it is evident that this Tract marks the time when the claim to be considered an educated gentleman will only be allowed to one who is familiar with both the ancient Literatures.  This standard of culture is upheld, and defended in formal terms for the first time in this Treatise.


[The Treatise bears date ‘ Verona xv Kal.  Martii, 1459Hain, *8128, is the earliest (apparently) edition recorded, but no place, date, nor printer, is given.  The Heidelberg edition of 1489 (Hain *8131) and the Modena edition of 1496 (Hain 8129) are the only others of the century so far distinguished.  It is not met with in later collections of such Tracts published in the sixteenth and seventeenth centuries in Paris or Amsterdam





Sabbadini, Epistolario, no. 373: 'prima di 144I     the letter itself,


nearly in full, in Rosmini, Guariito, i. 113.


2 The practice of Vittorino da Feltre was, we know, in advance of general opinion, and I believe that, in reality, at the Mantuan School far more weight was attached to Greek, than at the School. of Guarino at Ferrara.


R6sler is wrong as to date of First Edition (Strassb. 1514).  A later


one is recorded:  Jena 1704. R6sler,johan. Dominicis, &C- P, 14,2 n.








BATTISTA GUARINO TO MAFFEO GAMBARA,


OF BRESCIA,





CONCERNIA7G THE ORDER AND THE METHOD TO BE


OBSERVED IN TEACHING AND IN READ[NG THE


CLASSICAL A UTHORS.





IN offering this short Treatise for your acceptance, I am fully aware that you need no incentive to regard the pursuit of Letters as the most worthy object of your ambition.  But you may find what I have written a not unwelcome reminder of our past intercourse, whilst it may prove of use to other readers into whose hands it may fall.  For I have had in view not only students anxious for guidance in their private reading, but masters in search of some definite principles of method in teaching the Classics.  Hence I have treated both of Greek and of Latin Letters, and I have confidence that the course I have laid down will prove a thoroughly satisfactory training in literature and scholarship.  I should remind you that the conclusions presented in this little work are not the result of my own experience only.  It is indeed a summary of the theory and practice of several scholars, and especially does it represent the doctrine of my father Guarino Veronese; so much so, that you may suppose him to be writing to you by my pen, and giving you the fruit of his long and ripe experience in teaching.  May I hope that you will yourself prove to be one more example of the high worth of his precepts?





W.





