CHAPTER XIV


THE PERSONAL MONARCHY OF THE EARLY STUARTS,


		1603-i640





		I. ROYAL, PARLIAMENTARY, AND PURITAN THEORIES





		The following passage is an extract from the memoirs


		of the contemporary French minister, Sully, describing


		the new English king, James 1, whom he had been sent


		to greet in the name of the French king, Henry IV.





	Extracts	Th@ king of England, who had before acquainted me that


	m me-	he would grant me an audience on the 2 2 d, which was Sunday,


	ire of the


	c de Sully	sent a gentleman to confirm it to me, to desire I would not


	no 22,	think the time tedious, and to be informed how I was lodged,


	3)	and whether I wanted anything. To this favor was also added


		a present of half a buck, which, as this prince informed me by


		the bearer, he had killed that day, and was the first he had


		ever taken in his life, though he was a great lover of the chase;


		the reason was, there being very few in Scotland, and this the


		first he had hunted in England.


		From hence he took occasion to make Henry a compli-


		ment, by saying that he had attributed his good fortune to the


		arrival of a man, who came from a prince that was looked upon


		to be the king of hunters. I replied . . . that when th          king


		my master made a party for the chase, he was so far from


		thinking, like the king of England, that my presence would


		contribute to its success, that he generally sent me to attend


		to other affairs in the cabinet, where, he said, I was more


		happy. Though there was nothing serious in all this, I was


		nevertheless glad of the opportunity that was afforded mi


		to insinuate myself into his Britannic Majesty's favor, and
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this view I turned my compliment in such a manner as ight please the self-complacency of James, who, I very well ew, was extremely flattered by any comparison with the king France. . . .


The conversation continued the same as before, during great part of the entertainment; but an opportunity offering for the king to speak of the late queen of England, he did it, and to great regret, with some sort of contempt; he even boasted of the dexterity which he had employed to manage her by means of her own councilors, all of whom, he said, he had gained over during her life, so that they did nothing but what was agreeable to him ; that it was, therefore, not at this time only he governed England, but several years before the death of the late queen, whose memory did not seem agreeable to him.  He then called for some wine, his custom being never to mix water with it, and holding the glass in his hand toward Beauont and myself, he drank to the health of the king, the ueen, and the ;oyal family of France.  I returned him his health, and that, too, without forgetting his children.  He ined himself to my ear when he heard me name them, and me softly, that the next health he would drink should be the double union which he was planning between the royal ouses.


He had never till now said a single word to me about this; d I thought the opportunity which he had thus taken for it s not extremely well chosen.  I failed not, however, to reeive the proposal with all possible marks of joy, and replied oftly that I was certain Henry would not hesitate in his hoice between his good brother and ally, and the king of in, who had before applied to him upon the same subject. mes, surprised at what I told him, informed me in his turn, t Spain had made him the same offers of the Infanta for s son as it had to France for the Danphin.  At last he quitted e company to go to bed, where he usually passes part of the emoon, and sometimes even the whole of it.





King James held positive opinions about most things, cluding the use of tobacco, which was now becoming a
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