Hanover Monthly.  Sept. 1883, 10.

Editorial


Our salutatory speech would be only half complete, and our bow only awkwardly done, were we to omit the mention of a "lady in our midst."


We are firm advocates of co-education.  We acknowledge and give credit to the noble work which American women have accomplished in the past, but we look forward to even greater things in the future.  The MONTHLY is proud to record a lady's name on our editorial staff.  Here in a college which advocated co-education, we are no discriminators of sex.  Woman's pen has lent greater charm to journalism in the past, and will continue to do so in the future.  Woman's place n the new era which Hanover has entered upon is a prominent one.  The period of inertial is past.  Away with all barriers which would oppose the march of woman's mind.  The result of this united labor is a happy one, though a difference may be observed between the efforts of the two.  Man's greater strength is displayed, but when met with a sharper weapon, woman's wit, all strife is quit, and the union thus effected lends greater charm to the task, and a more glorious triumph to the accomplishment.

Hanover Monthly.  Nov. 1883, 38-39.

Editorial


The two older literary societies of the college came into existence so many years ago, that their nativity has ceased to be a matter of wonder, but they have become established in our minds as firm old landmarks, to be as much depended upon as the Constitution of the U.S. or as the Republican Party.


But the ladies' society—the Zetelathean—absorbs our interests by its whims and vagaries, its enterprises, its general newness and surprisingness.  The society is one of the attractions of Hanover College to young lady students—and to the boys too—as there they are trained in exactly the same way as their brothers, in arts declamatory, and in "the ways that are dark and tricks that are vain" of logical or illogical argument on all the time-honored questions.  


In addition to the usual routine of society work, we understand that the ladies subject a scheme each week to the action of the committee.  Some of these offspring of the feminine brain have lived and brought honor on the society, but many others have disappeared—are gone forever—like the snow-fall upon a river, or to speak less young-lady-fied, under the table.  By these schemes the hall has been changed from barren waste where desolation and eloquence fought for mastery, to a cheerful and prettily furnished room, where the young ladies seem to be inspired to thrilling renditions of "Curfew" or "The Last Hymn."


The latest scheme that we have heard mentioned, is that of the library fund, which seems to us to be a very worthy object, and one in which friends of the college would be interested.


After three years of existence, the ladies have decided to lay the foundation of a society library to which, in a few years, they can pint with as much pride as the Lits. and Philals. do to theirs.  It is to be hoped that they will succeed, and it becomes our duty to suggest that friends of Hanover College, who are interested in co-education, but who may have had no opportunity to show their regard for the Zetelathean society, might find a suitable book to send as an expression of their interest in the library fund.  During the last month the roll of the society has been considerably lengthened, and a prosperous year seems to be opening before them.  Our advice to all young ladies of the college is to become a Zetelathean without delay.

Hanover Monthly.  April 1884, 120-121.

Editorial


While so many demands are being made upon the Alumni of Hanover College, for different purposes, it might be well to ask the kind ladiy and gentlemen, of former days, to help in the building of a boarding house for the ladies who may desire to enter.  As it is now, the young ladies are made to feel that they are simply tolerated.  There being no boarding house for them, they find a place to stay in the home of some kind citizen, who, in the goodness of his heart, takes pity on them.


It seems rather absurd, at least to the ladies, and especially so, on a rainy morning, after their walk of almost a mile, to see the boys filing out of a dormitory, built for their use in sight of the college.  The number of young ladies now in college would not justify the building of a house equal to the College Point House, but we think it would be quite an inducement, to those desiring a college education, to come to Hanover, if there was a house fitted specially for their accommodation.

Hanover Monthly.  June 1884, 154-156.

Society Notes


The ladies' fraternities in Hanover are beginning to rival the long established institutions of the same kind, of their brothers.  Although the two carried on by ladies , the Delta Gamma and the Kappa Alpha Theta, have only been organized for two years, they show the same energy in regard to fraternity work that any of the others do.  Last Tuesday night we were given an example of the ability of ladies to give a banquet.  The second banquet of the Kappa Alpha Theta fraternity was given at the home of Miss Chrissie Gilchrist.  The usual rule of banquets was followed, speech-making and eating being on the programme in equal divisions.  The order of toasts and responses was as follows:  Our Alumna, Miss Gilchrist.  Our Brother Hellenikoi, Miss Ryker, Delta Gamma.  The Mystic Pentagon, Nathan Powell, Sigma Chi.  Where the Grub Grows, Frank Swope, Phi Delta Theta.  The Mystic Pentagon, Secundus, L.R. Melcher, Delta Tau Delta.  College Politics, D.C. Blythe, Beta Theta Pi.  Those without the Pale, S.A. Moffett, Phi Gamma Delta.  Miss Piatt being master of ceremonies.  Madison was well represented.  Miss Minnie Friedley, one of Kappa Alpha Theta's chapter members, Mr. Powell, Mr. Moffett and Mr. Swope, all being present.  One pleasant thing was the presentation by Mr. Powell, of a beautiful pentagon of flowers, which graced the parlors.  The parlors were tastely decorated with emblemmatic designs of flowers.  The grounds were furnished with hammocks, benches, Chinese lanterns and every thing that would tend to make them more delightful.  And last but not least, the young ladies themselves!  We never saw them look more lovely.  The Kappa Alpha Theta banquet has fully demonstrated the fact that the young ladies surpass the gentleman as entertainers.

Hanover Monthly.  Jan, 1885, 91-92.

Observations on Co-Education


As to just what the difference between the strength and activity of the masculine and feminine intellect is, we do not propose to say.  As to whether the power of the brain is in proportion to the strength of the body, or to its own weight, the fact is, we don’t know.  But the news that comes from Cornell, and the last term work in the Senior Prep. and Freshman classes of Hanover are sufficient for some observations.


First:  we observe that the question which has so long agitated the mind of so many strong men, “whether young ladies are capable of pursuing the same course of study as young men,” is fast being solved.  However broad the chasm may have been between male and female brains, the young ladies are fast bridging it, and the opposers of co-education are fast being driven behind the ramparts of the impropriety of the association of the two sexes in college.


Here they may think they have a safe retreat, but we doubt it, because Western Reserve has lately had this very bulwark tumbled down on them.  It seems that the trustees of that institution so keenly appreciated the need of this reforming element around them that they put it there against the wishes of students and faculty.  That it is refining to both sexes for them to be associated together none should deny, and the apprehensions of too great intimacy from such association seem to us groundless.  It is a noticable fact that male are far more immoral and female seminaries far more giddy, than where the two are together in a mixed school.  When we see male and female schools existing apart in the same town with no other reason than the one referred to for their separate existence we are made to remember the ancient custom of worship, when they had a partition wall between the two sexes.  


What a hard time the preachers of that age would have had to get attention if there were any cracks in those walls!  


What a hard time the principles of those two schools have to-day to keep their students separated!  But they say they are paid for all their trouble in seeing the maidenly blushes of the young misses, who have lost not a whit of their original modesty.  We have heard of a teacher in a female seminary who, (as the little innocents filed by on Sunday morn, telling yarns as to their whereabouts the day before, that would make “Irony” blush,) enthusiastically exclaimed, “Your blushes doubly repay me for my trouble in watching you!”  No doubt it did.  It was our pleasure during the holidays to get a little information as to the relations of two such schools, in a town of a neighboring state.  My informant said, “we all go to church on Sunday, (but she didn’t say whether there was a partition), we are not allowed to speak to the boys, if professor is looking at us, but we have to run the gauntlet.”  What’s that? exclaimed I, almost frightened about her safety.  “Be calm and she and I will explain.”


The boys always get out first and they station themselves down the walk to the number of hundred and fifty, and ten of course we have to walk by.  It’s a little embarrassing at first but then we soon get so we like it.


When I told her that our girls went through the basement to avoid passing the boys on the steps, she sighed and looked skeptical, and said that she didn’t know my mother so well she wouldn’t believe it.  I afterward spoke to her mother about sending her to Hanover, but she was opposed to co-education.


It may be well to append to this article, the professed position of Hanover College upon co-education.  The purpose of admitting ladies into the college was to extend to them the opportunities which are here afforded for obtaining an education.  There are many ladies in the immediate country who can take advantage of our college opportunities, and who would not wish to go further from home, on account of expense and disadvantage of distance, but yet can come here.  More than this reason, few ladies' schools in the west are of as high a standard as should be accessible to ladies.  There were none of the common theoretical doctrines of co-education considered when these doors were thrown open to it.  There are, indeed, certain advantages arising to both sexes in their being placed on an equality.  A modifying of boisterous manners and, it may be, a better moral tone in general, although Hanover never was known as anything else than a moral place.


There never was a time, and there never will be a time, when a class of comparative rowdies—noisy, scampish boys—will not be found here as elsewhere; the fact of ladies' presence may tone these down in some degrees; but the reason for admitting ladies is the reason first given, i.e. greater educational advantages to them.  As to the lack of ability of women, it possibly did not enter the head of anyone who was concerned with admitting them here, at least, not into the heads of the modernized ones in authority.
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