
Roots was one of the most popular and influential programs in American television history. 
Millions of Americans (60% of the population or more) watched at least part of the miniseries
in 1977, and seven of the eight episodes were among the ten highest rated programs ever
broadcast to that date.  (The last episode was so popular that it is unlikely ever to be bumped
from the top-ten list.)  The show was significant by other measures, too. Pollsters found that
half of the people watching Roots thought it was “one of the best” shows they’d ever seen, and
it was a topic of conversation wherever people gathered.

Reliving January 30, 1977

Episode Eight (final episode)
Episode Eight begins four years later (in 1865) with the announcement of the Confederate
surrender at Appomattox; it runs for 95 minutes.  

Over half (51.1%) of American households watched this episode.  It is still in the top-ten list for
the percentage of households tuned in.  Only the last episode of M*A*S*H (in 1983) and the
“Who Shot J.R.?” episode of Dallas (in 1980) attracted more viewers (about 60% for M*A*S*H
and about 53% for Dallas).

The cast includes
Lloyd Bridges (Evan Brent)
Lane Binkley (Martha Johnson)
Georg Stanford Brown (Tom)
Olivia Cole (Mathilda)
Brad Davis (George Johnson)
Hilly Hicks (Lewis)
Burl Ives (Senator Arthur Justin)
Lynne Moody (Irene)
John Quade (Sheriff Biggs)
Ben Vereen (Chicken George)

Sources: Lance Morrow, “Why ‘Roots’ Hit Home,” Time, 14 Feb. 1977, pp. 69-77;  Kenneth K. Hur and John P.
Robinson, “The Social Impact of ‘Roots,’” Journalism Quarterly 55 (Spring 1978), 19-24, 83; The World Almanac
& Book of Facts (New York: Press Pub. Co., 2017); Jerry Buck, “People Everywhere Talking about TV’s ‘Roots,’”
(Associated Press, 29 Jan. 1977); The World Almanac & Book of Facts (New York: Newspaper Enterprise Assoc.,

1978); Roots, 40th anniv. ed., (1977; Warner Home Video, 2016).

The following pages give you a taste of life at Hanover in 1977.  The last episode of Roots aired
on a Sunday, and so there was no Madison Courier that day, but you would have saved the tv
listings from a previous paper, and you could have finished reading stories from that week’s
Triangle. The clipping from the Madison Courier is reproduced by permission
(http://madisoncourier.com/).



Madison Courier, 28 Jan. 1977, p. 8.



Hanover College Triangle, 28 Jan. 1977, p. 2.
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