Reliving January 29, 1977

Roots was one of the most popular and influential programs in American television history.
Millions of Americans (60% of the population or more) watched at least part of the miniseries
in 1977, and seven of the eight episodes were among the ten highest rated programs ever
broadcast to that date. (The last episode was so popular that it is unlikely ever to be bumped
from the top-ten list.) The show was significant by other measures, too. Pollsters found that
half of the people watching Roots thought it was “one of the best” shows they’d ever seen, and
it was a topic of conversation wherever people gathered.

Episode Seven

Episode Seven begins fourteen years later (in 1861), with Chicken George returning home in
fancy clothes and on a white horse; it runs for 50 minutes.

About 42% of American households watched this episode.

The cast includes
Lloyd Bridges (Evan Brent)
Lane Binkley (Martha Johnson)
Georg Stanford Brown (Tom)
Olivia Cole (Mathilda)
Brad Davis (George Johnson)
Hilly Hicks (Lewis)
Lynne Moody (Irene)
Ben Vereen (Chicken George)

Awards

Roots won numerous awards, including a Golden Globe as “Best Television Series, Drama.”
Acting awards included Emmys for Louis Gossett, Jr., Ed Asner, and Olivia Cole, and a Golden
Globe for Leslie Uggams.

Sources: Lance Morrow, “Why ‘Roots’ Hit Home,” Time, 14 Feb. 1977, pp. 69-77; Kenneth K. Hur and John P.
Robinson, “The Social Impact of ‘Roots,”” Journalism Quarterly 55 (Spring 1978), 19-24, 83; The World Almanac
& Book of Facts (New York: Press Pub. Co., 2017); Jerry Buck, “People Everywhere Talking about TV’s ‘Roots,””
(Associated Press, 29 Jan. 1977); The World Almanac & Book of Facts (New York: Newspaper Enterprise Assoc.,
1978); International Television & Video Almanac (New York: Quigley Publishing, 1987); Internet Movie Database,
http://'www.imdb.com.; Roots, 40th anniv. ed., (1977; Warner Home Video, 2016).

The following pages give you a taste of life at Hanover in 1977. Included are articles, television
listings, and cartoons from the local paper and the student newspaper. Clippings from the
Madison Courier are reproduced by permission (http://madisoncourier.com/).
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Fire causes $35,000 damage fo hilltop home

Courierarea temperatures plunge below zero

By GREG HOARD

Sub-zero weather and bone-chilling winds hit the Courierarea
again last night.

By midnight temperatures had reached five degrees below
zero in Madison with a wind-chill factor of 40 degrees. Outlying
areas, however, recorded as much as 12 below.

As the temperature registered a minus four degrees and win-
ds had reached 20 miles per hour, Madison firemen battled a
residence fire at 317 Green Road.

Fire Chief John Hoffman reported that the fight against the
blaze lasted for three and one half hours at the Sam Maddox
home. When firemen arrived on the scene, the blaze which is
believed to have started in the garage, had burned through the
roof of the garage and entered the attic of the Maddox home.

“0Of course we were hampered by the freezing weather," said
Hoffman. Hoffman and assistant fire chief Tom Wolfschlag both
said that two hydrants were inoperable and believed to be
frozen.

Snow and ice restricted the use of certain tactics against the
fire and caused two firemen to fall from the roof. *“The weather
kept us from doing many. of the things we normally do,” said
Hoffman. *Two men fell from the roof but they were not in-
jured.”

Wolfschlag reported that two firemen reported receiving

minor cases of frostbite during the bout with the blaze.
Maddox, nor his family was injured, Chief Hoffman
made an initial estimate of damage at $35,000.
again’ ioned resi against
supplemental forms of heating and urged that furnaces,
fireplaces and stoves be checked periodicall:n

The entire area was prepared last night for the critical cold
wave. Jerry Thaden, assistant superintendent for ad-
ministration for Madison State Hospital, said this morning that
after checking with the Red Cross and Civil Defense, MSH was
prepared to support as many as 150 people who might be forced
out of their homes for lack of heat or food.

Chief Hoffman said that firemen would be on watch 24 hours a
day in firehouses in case of fires.

Though interstates in Kentucky and Indiana are termed
“clear but slick in'spots" city, county and some state highways
are still hazardous.

Jefferson County Sheriff Beck Alexander reported this mor-
ning that 95 per cent of the county roads are still impassable due
to winds and continued drifting.

**My men are dead...but the city streets are as slick as glass,”
said Utilities Superintendent Charles Keller last night. Keller

went on to say that with little salt on hand, and that being used
sparingly, the city had moved to spreading sand. *“But with wind
like this," said Keller, *it's not doing us much good.”

Still, Superintendent Keller is worried about service water
lines. ““The ground is frozen now down to about 20 inches. Our
service lines are at 32 inches. If it reaches those were in for some
real trouble.’ N

State Highway workers ‘are doing their best to keep roads
clear, according to Russell Risk. In the past two weeks workers
for the department have already logged 715 overtime hours in
the conflict with snow.

Risk reports that no state equipment has been damaged
seriously by the weather but added. “It's taking a mint to keep.
us going."”

With a forecast of “‘extremely cold with a chance of snow
flurries...lows tonight of eight to 14 below,” cancellations con-
tinue to be reported. Hanover College, which for the first time in
15 years cancelled classes due to the weather, has called its
game with Findlay College. At press time today no decision had
been made on Southwestern's game with Dillsboro, Carroll
County's game with Oldham County or Moores Hill and Swit-
zerland County. Trimble County has already cancelled its game
with Henry County.
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AN URGENT APPEAL TO

ONSERV

NATURAL GAS

¢ 'It's been the coldest winter o

. onrecord...

.® Gas service is being drastically
cut back to many businesses,
schools and industries. ..

¢ Jobs are being affected ...

Even though our residential and small commercial
customers have the highest priority . ..

YOU CAN HELP

Dial down thermostats

65 60° 55°
Diwing the

At night Day and night for
day at home many small businesses

OTHER WAYS TO HELP CONSERVE:

DIAL DOWN your home water heater to “medium” or “low”. CLOSE
registers and doors to unused rooms and areas. DON'T USE THE FIRE-
PLACE—Keep the damper closed so it won't draw heated alir up the
flue. SHUT OFF all heat to garages. KEEP FURNACE FILTERS CLEAN.

What you do may help save jobs

"R
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To save energy Kroger's Bob Grant at Drake

new hours: 10-7 Sundays. Lounge Tuesday through -

9to9 Mon. thru Sat. Saturday.

Due To Fuel
Emergency

our store hours willée
Mon - Thue II-7
Fri =Sat 10-8
Sunday  /0-7

401 Clifty Dr.

Kentucky Fried
 (hicken.

Phone 273-3655

Madison Courier, 29 Jan. 1977, p. 12.
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Saturday Night January 29

EVENING
6:00

G0 0 @Nws

'WW SPORTS (Cont.)
STUDIO SEE S

A visit 10 Alosko in seorch of the Kodiok beor is

mﬁolmn.m"nwdmm.

oimed ot youngsters 10 through 1S.

00M /
STAR TREK (Cont)
@ LAWRENCE WELK
€ SPACE: 1999 (Cont.)
7:00
@ 7O TELL THE TRUTH
EMERGE

[ ] NCY
Poromedic Johnny Goge is ottocked by & rot-
tiesnoke during 0 mountain rescue.
LAWRENCE WELK
HEE HAW
) ANDY WILLIAMS
Corol Lawrence is guest.
@ HEE HAW (Cont.)

@resor
@ SPACE: 1999
€D LAWRENCE WELK (Cont.)
@ MoV
“The Wild One.” Marlon Brando mede film
history as o flamboyant hoodium leader in this
hard-hitting tole of o smell fown beseiged by
rivol motorcycle gongs. (111 8:30p.m.)

7:30

@ SMPHASIS
(€ EMERGENCY (Cont.)
@ ) LAWRENCE WELK (Cont.)
HEE HAW
LET'S MAKE A DEAL
@ TV TOWN MEETING
() ONCE UPON A CLASSIC
“David Coppertield.” Part 4. Devid is sent back

10 school and takes lodging with Aunt Betsey's -

solicitor Mr. Wickfiald, in whose home he first
meets the unctuous Urioh Heep.

@ SPACE: 1999 (Cont.)

(€@ MOVIE (Cont.)

8:00 .
€ @ © WONDERS OF THE WATER WORLDS
An oll.-Disney evening begins with this 1961
documentary examining the wildlife that
bounds in and around ys. from moun-
tain streams 10 oceans. (tiNe:50p.m.)

@ ooty
© B @ MARY TYLER MOORE
Sue Ann loses her “"Happy Homemaker™ show
becouse of poor ratings. and the next thidg to
gois her pride.
@ B WONDER WOMAN
Roy Rogers portrays o Texos rancher who colls
on the military for help in rounding vp cattle
rustlers who ore sobotaging the war eHort
home on thesange.
@ LOWELL THOMAS REMEMBERS
Oresudebt Lyndon Johnson announces the
escalotion of the wor in Vietnom in clips from
1966. Also: the arrioge of the President’s
ghter Luci to Pat Nugent.
BATMAN
@ MOVIE (Cont.)

:30
© © © WONDER WATER WORLD (Cont.)
€D PORTER WAGONER
© © @ £OB NEWHART
Féd up with big-city hossles. Bob applies for o
position as heod of the psychology deportment
ot an lowo farmtown college.
B @ WONDER WOMAN (Cont.)
THE WAY IT WAS
Pro football Hall of Fomers Otto Graham and
Bobby Loyne are omong the guests on this
week's show recolling the 1953 NFL chom-
pionship. -
G BATMAN
QD PETER MARSHALL
Guests ore actors Vincent Price, Befnodette
Peters and Fred Willard: comedians Rip Taylor
and Alice Ghostley: and singer Tom Sulliven.

850

(@ GOLDEN GLOBE AWARDS
Werry Belofonte is the host for the Hollywood
Foreign Press Asen. 34th ennvol owords,

TV and mot

colamitous
Mineo, PhilipCorey. (il 11p.m.)
9:00

' @ MOV (Cont.)
HOCKEY '

di lis .
Solnts
@ 0 @ AL N THE FAMLY
Archie is asked 10 speok o few words of eviogy
ot the funerol of @ co-worker, @ men he hed

Fighting

e ad

MMMhmeMMw-oM.

@ @ STARSKY B HUTCH

smy-dnwnhmmnmuo
ol ring tokes victims ond

b hes them into 9 murder.

Conclusion of o two-port story.

@ PICCADILLY CIRCUS

“The Generol's Day.” o seriocomic story
focusing on o rokish old mon ond on im-
pumoubbwmmhm.uvnwohu
live-in househeeper.

€9 PETER MARSHALL (Cont.)
9:30

@ @ MOV (Cont.)
HOCKEY (Cont.)

An incompetent robber runs true 10 form when
he tries 1o hold up the dinner while the cash
register is sticking ond o customer is going into

lobor.
@ @ STARSKY & HUTCH (Cont.)
@) PICCADILY CIRCUS (Cont.)

MUSIC HALL (Cont,)

PETER MARSHALL (Cont.)

10:00

@ @ MOV (Cont.)

HOCKEY (Cont.)

(@ CAROL BURNETT
Guests ore Rock Hudion ond Steve Lowrence.
@ @ roors
Part 7. Now o free man, Chicken George is
briefly is briefly reunited with his fomily ond his
son Tom, ond then becomes invoived in o
violent confrontotion with o Rebel deserter.
@) LATE MOVIE
‘Storm over Asia” Silent con-

@ ooLLy
Fender is guest.

MOVIE (Cont.)

LATE MOVEE
“The Crimson Cult.” Boris Korloh his lost
role in this tole of witchcratt. English: 1968. (till
1:300.m.)
@LATEMOVE
“Three into Two Won't Go.” An adult study of o
woubled morrioge end the teenoger deter.
mined 10 shatter it. Rod Steiger, Cloire Bloom,
Judy Geeson, Peggy Asheroht. English: 1969.
(#il 1:300.m.)
€ 700 CLUB (Cont.)

"

@Fums
* 12:00
(] SAT NITE (Cont.)

@ MOV (Cont.)
gocummou AWARDS (Cont.)
@ POP GOES THE COUNTRY
(€ 700 CLUB (Cont.)

12:30

sgsw. NITE (Cont.)
@ @ MOViE (Cont.)
8 B © § MoV Cont)
GOLDEN GLOBE AWARDS (Cont.)
PORTER WAGONER
WARREN ROBERTS

1

DON KRISHNER'S ROCK CONCERT

Natolie Cole: Be-Bop Deluxe; ond comedy octs
Notural Gos, Jim Somuels ond Marty Cohen.
ond David Lettermon.
00 0 O B MOVE(Cont)
@) LATE MOVIE
“Gomes.” Intriguing suspense obout o young
couple ond o mysterioys visitor. James Coon.
Kotharine Ross, Simone Signoret. 1967. (il
2450.m.)
(@ NASHVILLE ON THE ROAD
@ LATEMOVIE

“Nine Hours to Roma.” A fanaticolly reoc-
tionary youth intends fo ossassinate Mohatmo
Gandhi. Horst Buchholz. 1963.
O LATE MOVIE

‘Operotion Secret.” Clook-and-dagger
operations of the French underground form the

ceming o Mongolion fur tropper who joins the
resistonce movement ogoinst British in-
terventioniat troops in 1918. Russian’ 1928. (1ill
11:45p.m.)

) ONEDIN LINE

€D WRESTUING

10:30
@ 6 ® ©® MOVIE (Cont.)
(€ HOCKEY (Cont.)
@ CAROL BURNETT (Cont.)
ROOTS (Cont.)
(€ ONEDIN LINE (Cont.)
€9 WRESTLING (Cont.)

11:00
0000800 Nws
HOCKEY (Cont.)

@ MOVIE (Cont.)

@ KING OF KENSINGTON

@ 700CLuUs

11:30
@ @ € SATURDAY NIGHT
Fron Tarkenton is the guest host with per-
former Leo Sayer.
€) TARZAN THEATRE
“Tarzan ond the Lost Sofari.” A millionoire
playboy and his wedding guests crash-land in
the jungle. Gordon Scott. Yolonde Donlan.
1957 (1ill 1:15a.m.)
€D LATE MOVIE

“The Sheriff.” A black girl who is the fiancee of
the sheriff's son is roped ond the indication is
that o white man is responsible. Ossie Dovis.
Rucy Dee. (till 1:190.m.)

E)LATE MOVIE

“In Love ond War." Edword Anhalt's adoptation
of Anton Myrer's “The Big Wor” — it's impact
on three Marines. Robert Wagner, Jetrey Hun-
ter. Bradiord *Dillmon, ‘Dena Wynter, Hope
Lange. 1958. (till 20.m.)
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9! d of a postwor murder investigation.
Cornel Wilde, Steve Cochran, Phyllis Thoxter.
1952

118
(€D SCIENCE FICTION THEATRE
“Viking Women 3nd the Seo Serpent.” Abby
Dolton, Susan Cabot. 1957, (till2.45a0.m )
119
@) SOUL TRAIN -
B 130 .

(@ ROCK CONCERT (Cont.)

B © 0 MOV (Cont.)

SOUL TRAIN (Cont.)
@ LATEMOVIE
‘Anzio.” World Wor I story obout o small group
of soldiers tropped behind Germon lines
Robert Mitchum. Peter Falk, Robert Ryon
Itohon; 1968. (1ill3o.m.) .
@B NEws

2:00

(@ ROCK CONCERT (Cont.)
OO0 ® 0 MOVE Cont)
(€ SOUL TRAIN (Cont.)
€ HERE & NOW

2:30
O 06 0O MOoVE Cont)
© NEWS

245

[ - ] CHAMPIONSHIP WRESTLING
ELATEMOVIE

‘A Man Could Get Killed.” Involved spy spool.
stolen by Melino Mercourias o tongue-in-cheek
odventuress. Jomes Gorner, Sandro Dee, Tony
Fronciosa, Robert Coote, Roland Culber. 1966
(till 4:300.m.)

3.00
€ WRESTLING (Cont.)
@ MOVIE (Cont.)

@ Movie

To be announced
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"BLONDIE
2L I How asout &' SMOTHERED IN
WHS;‘ \é/opt.aof You ) £ A NICE TAPIOCA RAW ONIONS AND

DINNER Tbmca;:,)‘ B
\

SLICED PICKLES

WINTHROP

T STARTING TO

GET DARK.... SCON

THEYLL 3RING ME
MY SLIPPER.

P N

)

© 19770y A Inc TM Reg ) S Pat 0N

PRISCILLA’S POP

My house ’
what happened
to my house ?

L Ay

)

1 ‘W"“\"‘{“ﬁj :
-

DONT WORRY, ~
> OLIVER IT'S ONLY
TEMPORARY

—\r

~UNTIL WE CAN GET

A NEW NET FOR
OUR GOALIE/

aor |

© 3o WA S TV Ae 5P

/ ’fe-‘g

[
/ -

REMEMBER THE LAST TIME
YOU WERE HERE 7 WE SAT
IN THE BARN BECAUSE IT
WAS RAINING, AND....

WHAT’S THAT NOISE 7
IT SOUNDS LIKE
A HELICOPTER...

iAok 2

- ag ey o 43
oo ove b 5 e 0

ALLEY OOP
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All organizational
GPA's

Below is a reprint of the living unit GPA'S,
the independent living unit GPA’s have been
mmmol"l Pi

Hanover College Triangle, 28 Jan. 1977, p. 7.



	Blank Page
	Watching Roots.pdf
	Watching Roots, January 23, 1977
	Episode One
	Television in 1977

	Watching Roots, January 24, 1977
	Episode Two

	Watching Roots, January 25, 1977
	Episode Three
	Public Opinion

	Watching Roots, January 26, 1977
	Episode Four

	Watching Roots, January 27, 1977
	Episode Five

	Watching Roots, January 28, 1977
	Episode Six
	Production

	Watching Roots, January 29, 1977
	Episode Seven
	Awards

	Watching Roots, January 30, 1977
	Episode Eight





