Hanover College                                                                                                                        Winter 2014
[image: image11.jpg]


History 360K:
The Later Middle Ages (ca. 1250–ca. 1520): Crisis and Renewal
Professor: J. Michael Raley, Ph.D.

Office: Classic Hall 113.
Office Telephone: 812-866-7205.
Email Address: raleyjm@hanover.edu.

Class Meeting Time/Location: MWFs, 1:00-1:50 a.m., 
HC CLA 116.
Office Hour: MWFs, 2:00 p.m. – 2:50 p.m. and  at other times by 
appointment or whenever my office door is open.
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COURSE DESCRIPTION:

HIS 360K: “The Later Middle Ages (ca. A.D. 1250 – ca. A.D. 1520): Crisis and Renewal” examines the complex period of European history spanning from the end of the High Middle Ages to the beginning of the early modern era. During this tumultuous time, climate change, overpopulation, and overuse of the land contributed to widespread famine and chronic malnutrition, followed by periodic outbreaks of the Black Death. War and pillaging of the countryside, too, raged incessantly during this period. Ironically, at a time when premature death was so common and the assurance of spiritual salvation so desperately needed, the leadership of the Catholic Church faced some of its most trying times and controversies. Moreover, economic hardships, food shortages, taxation, and social inequalities led to popular insurrections in Flanders, Paris, Florence, and England. Out of the ashes of medieval Europe, however, emerged the Italian Renaissance and the rebirth of European civilization just when it had seemed on the brink of catastrophic demise. Thus we shall seek to understand better the causes and consequences of the “crisis” of the later Middle Ages, what life was like for people who endured these difficult times, and what elements led to the recovery that launched Europe’s transition to modernity.
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REQUIRED TEXTS:

Primary Source Collections:

Aberth, John. The Black Death: The Great Mortality of 1348-1350: A Brief History in Documents. Boston: Bedford/St. Martin’s, 2005. ISBN: 9780312400873.
Bartlett, Kenneth, ed. The Civilization of the Italian Renaissance: A Sourcebook. 2nd ed. Toronto: University of Toronto Press, 2011.

Curry, Anne. The Battle of Agincourt: Sources and Interpretations. Rochester, NY: Boydell Press, 2000. ISBN: 978-1843835110.

Nicholas of Cusa. The Catholic Concordance. Ed. Paul E. Sigmund. Cambridge, UK: Cambridge University Press, 1996. ISBN: 9780521567732.
Class handouts, documents posted on the my.hanover website or sent via email attachment, Duggan Library Course Reserve materials, and other website documents as assigned.
Secondary Sources:

Waley, Daniel, and Peter Denley. Later Medieval Europe (1250-1520). 3rd ed. London: Pearson Education, 2001; rep. ed., London: Routledge, 2013. ISBN: 9780582258310.
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COURSE OBJECTIVES:
Through the successful completion of this course, the student should be able to:

(1) Gain a better understanding of what life was like for Europeans who live during the years between the traumatic global climate changes and overpopulation that would first mark the late thirteenth century and the demographic recovery that gradually took place over the course of the fifteenth century;

(2) Examine the theological, social, political, environmental, and economic underpinnings and ramifications of the crises of the Later Middle Ages;

(3) Acquire a clearer knowledge of the period known as the Renaissance, as exemplified both in its Italian and northern manifestations, and how and why it emerged in the midst of the crises of late medieval Europe;

(4) Conduct investigations of a historical problem by: (a) clearly formulating one or more historical questions; (b) briefly summarizing the arguments/interpretations of the problem by recent and past historians; (c) gathering, organizing, analyzing, and interpreting historical information through a fresh investigation of a variety of types of primary sources; (d) identifying any potential gaps in, as well as alternative explanations of, the extant historical evidence; and (e) presenting the findings in the form of a strong thesis, defended effectively orally and also in writing, supported by ample quotations from, accompanied by interpretations of, the primary evidence;

 (5) Analyze and explain the impact of geography on late medieval history, including the interaction between communities and their environments and ecosystems over time with regard to: (a) the development and diffusion of religion, cultures, and ideas; (b) the development and interdependence of agriculture, industry, and trade; changes in demography, migration, and settlement; (c) the spread and impact of different technologies and usages of natural resources; (d) the rise of medieval political states; and (e) geographic causes of conflict and cooperation;

(6) Recognize the importance of utilizing traditional modes as well as innovative approaches and non-traditional sources in historical research (particularly in women’s history and in studying peasants and urban poor who did not record their own stories for posterity);

 (7) Acknowledge that the pursuit of history goes far beyond the accumulation of facts, that in fact there exists a close link between historical inquiry and cultural values, and that the latter include those of the culture(s) under study as well as those of the historian(s) conducting the inquiry;
(8) Understand more clearly the place of women in the culture of late medieval Europe as well as their contributions to medieval society;
(9) Acknowledge the racial and ethnic, as well as cultural, diversity that characterized late medieval Europe, whose population consisted of black Africans, Spanish Moors, Jews, Arabs, and white Europeans, as well as traders and merchants from India and the far East.
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EXPECTATIONS OF THE PROFESSOR AND OF THE STUDENT:
A number of expectations exist for this class. Students have every right to expect that I, as the instructor, will meet and be prepared for each class; that I will be on time; that I will return graded assignments with my comments in a timely fashion (usually within 7-10 days); and that I will be readily available for consultation outside the classroom. Students, in turn, are expected to attend every class meeting, to arrive on time, to have read carefully and annotated the assigned readings thoroughly prior to class, to have the assigned texts with them in hard copy in class, and thus to be prepared to engage actively and in meaningful ways in the class discussions based upon the assigned readings. 

Class attendance, punctuality, active participation in note-taking and class discussions, and, most of all, enthusiasm for the pursuit of historical inquiry are crucial in a course of this nature. Absences from class are allowed only for university-excused reasons—e.g., sports competition, with written evidence of an extended hospital stay or emergency doctor’s visit, or the death of a close family member. Time away for “vacations,” routine doctor’s appointments, time spent with friends, etc., are not legitimate reasons for missing class. Students who miss more than three classes without documentation of official and/or extraordinary circumstances for each of the absences may expect to suffer a grade penalty. Students who miss more than six classes without documentation for the absences will fail the course. 

Students must complete in a timely fashion the review essay, first and final drafts of the research paper, oral in-class presentation, and midterm and final exams in order to receive a passing grade for this course. 
Finally, each student is expected to hand in all written work on the assigned due dates. Penalties will be assessed for each day that an assignment is tardy unless that tardiness is the result of an excused absence and/or has been arranged with the instructor well in advance of the due date.  

A Few Common Courtesies, Please (Just as a Reminder): 

1. Please do not come to class wearing strong perfume or cologne. 

2. Please use the rest room before coming to class. If you have a physical problem, please discuss this privately with the professor. Otherwise, I will expect you to remain in the classroom for the entire 50-minute class period.

3. Technology in the classroom: Ringing cell phones and texting during class time disrupt the class discussions. Please be courteous. Make it a habit always to turn off your cell phone prior to the beginning of class and before meeting with me in my office. 

4. Alas, the temptation to surf the web during class time is too great for many students. Therefore, the use of laptop computers is not permitted in class except by those who have documented learning disabilities requiring the use of a computer. This also means that you must bring hard copies of all assigned readings with you to class.
5. Please be sure to check your Hanover College email account daily. When sending the professor an email message, also please be professional: employ appropriate language and tone along with correct grammar, punctuation, and spelling (remember, professional emails are much different from those to your close friends).
[image: image5.png]



REQUIREMENTS AND POLICIES SPECIFIC TO THIS COURSE:
The requirements for HIS 360K, in addition to the reading assignments, include three research components (a historiographical review essay on the topic of one’s research, a research paper 12-15 pages in length, with complete first and final draft submissions required, and an oral in-class presentation of one’s research), plus two (Midterm and Final) exams. A study guide for the in-class Midterm Exam will be distributed in class or posted online one week prior to the exam. The Final Exam will be take-home.
Careful advance preparation of the assigned readings and regular class attendance, as well as active and meaningful participation in class, also comprise crucial components of the course’s requirements. The goal, in short, is to create a collective learning environment in which we teach each other through informed discussions of the readings, insightful questioning, and the free exchange of ideas. 

The historiographical review essay should compare critically (not merely summarize), in an essay 6-9 pages in length, four recent (post-2000) scholarly historical books published by academic presses and/or peer-reviewed articles of at least 20 pages in length published in academic journals. At least two of the works reviewed must be full-length books; up to two may be journal articles. All four works reviewed should focus upon the theme of one’s own research paper topic. The goal here is to gain familiarity with the arguments of leading scholars (thus the “historiography”) of the subject of your research. Your task in the research paper, then, will be to posit a new argument based upon your own reading of the evidence.
A list of potential topics for the research paper will be distributed in class, although students may also choose topics from the themes found on the course schedule. The grade of the research paper will be based upon: (1) the quality/creativity of the title; (2) novelty/strength of the thesis; (6) quality, amount, and analysis of supporting primary evidence; (4) logic/organization of the paper; (5) positioning of the research within the current historiography; (6) consideration of alternative interpretations; and (7) proper documentation of sources in Chicago Style. A rubric for the oral presentation will be distributed in class.
GRADING POLICY: HIS 360K:
In-Class Midterm and Take-Home Final Exams: each counting as 15% (30% total) of the course grade.

Review Essay (6-9 pages in length): 10% of the course grade.

First (Complete) Draft of the Research Paper: 15% of the course grade.

Final Revision of the Research Paper (12-15 pages in length): 25% of the course grade.
In-Class Presentation of Research: 10% of the course grade.
Daily Class Participation and Informal Written Assignments: 10% of the course grade.

Note: Daily class attendance and the completion of all written and oral assignments are required for any student opting to take this course under Hanover College’s pass/fail option. Pass/fail students who miss more than six classes and/or fail to complete all papers, exams, and the oral presentation with a passing grade of C- will fail the course.

GRADING SCALE: 

A = 93-100

B- = 80-82

D+ = 67-69

A- = 90-92

C+ = 77-79

D = 63-66

B+ = 87-89

C = 73-76

D- = 60-62

B = 83-86 

C- = 70-72

F= 59 or below

Note: The instructor reserves the right to adjust a student’s final grade based upon extenuating circumstances.

If you have a disability that may require an accommodation for taking this course, please contact contact the Disability Services Coordinator at (812) 866-7215 or email Professor Kay Stokes at stokes@hanover.edu within the first week of the semester.

In case of a pandemic flu that causes Hanover College to close, final grades will be based upon the assignments completed to that point, including exams, quizzes, papers, and class participation. If the college is closed during the final exam period, the professor will provide take-home exams electronically.
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STATEMENT ON  ACADEMIC HONESTY

Plagiarism and cheating on exams are very serious academic offenses that may result in the student’s receiving an “F” for the course grade and being reported to the Hanover College Dean’s Office. Students who plagiarize attempt to pass off as their own the work of another person, whether it be one sentence or entire paragraphs. Plagiarized passages may include material taken from the internet, books, periodicals, and/or other students’ work. Students who plagiarize defraud those fellow students who have been honest enough to submit their own work. Students who plagiarize also irreparably sever the student–instructor bond of trust. For all of these reasons, whenever you draw upon someone else’s idea(s) or wording, you must make absolutely certain that you identify your source(s). If you repeat the exact words of another source, enclose them in quotation marks and identify their source in a footnote (not an endnote or a parenthetical citation, please). Close paraphrases (i.e., near quotations) should be avoided at all costs; instead, either summarize the author’s argument or idea entirely in your own words and identify the source in the footnote, or else quote the author directly, enclosing the quotation in quotation marks, and then provide a footnote identifying the source. For a review of what other actions constitute plagiarism, please consult the following website: http://hnn.us/articles/514.html. The bottom line is this: be honest, do your own work, and when you borrow from someone else’s research, give that author due credit through a footnote. Honesty is, in fact, always the best policy.
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STATEMENT ON SELF-CARE
Your academic success in this course and throughout your college career depends heavily on your personal health and wellbeing. Stress is a common part of the college experience, and it often can be compounded by unexpected life changes outside the classroom. Your other professors and I strongly encourage you to take care of yourself throughout the term, before the demands of midterms and finals reach their peak. Please feel free to talk with me about any difficulty you may be having that may impact your performance in this course as soon as it occurs and before it becomes unmanageable. Please also know that there are a number of other support services on campus that stand ready to assist you. I strongly encourage you to contact them if you need them. We are all here to be of assistance, but in order for us to be able to help we need for you to communicate with us whenever you are experiencing serious difficulty. Of course, your personal concerns will remain strictly confidential.
Hanover College                                                                                                                        Winter 2014
History 360K:

The Later Middle Ages (ca. 1250–ca. 1520): 
Crisis and Renewal
Topic/Assignment Schedule

JUST A FRIENDLY REMINDER: Readings are to be read carefully and annotated using colored markers and marginal notes in pen (primary sources only) in advance of the class discussions on the dates listed below. Please print all online sources and keep them in a three-ring binder along with your class notes. Bring this notebook plus the assigned textbook readings with you to class each day.

Part 1
The Late-Thirteenth Century Background: Expansion and Political Hegemony.
WEEK ONE: 
Monday, January 6: 

TOPIC OF DISCUSSION: Brief discussion of the course content and requirements.

PRIMARY SOURCE ASSIGNMENT: None.

BACKGROUND AND CONTEXT: Course syllabus; 3 Prefaces by Waley & Denley; Bartlett, xix-xx.
Wednesday, January 8:

TOPIC OF DISCUSSION: “Government in the Later Thirteenth Century.”
PRIMARY SOURCE ASSIGNMENT: Innocent III, “Letters on Papal Policies” and Aquinas, “Selections from the Summa Theologica on Law and Political Rule” (my.hanover.edu handouts)
BACKGROUND AND CONTEXT: Waley & Denley, 3-23.
Friday, January 10: 

TOPIC OF DISCUSSION: “Italy and the Mediterranean in the Late Thirteenth Century.”
PRIMARY SOURCE ASSIGNMENT: Excerpt from Villani’s Chronicle on the Sicilian Vespers (1282) (my.hanover.edu).
BACKGROUND AND CONTEXT: Waley & Denley, 29-44; Judith M. Bennett, Review Essay: “‘History That Stands Still’: Women’s Work in the European Past,” Feminist Studies, vol. 14, no. 2 (Summer 1988): 269-288 (JSTOR).
WEEK TWO:

Monday, January 13: 

TOPIC OF DISCUSSION: “The Triumph of the French Monarchy in the Late Thirteenth and Early Fourteenth Centuries.”
PRIMARY SOURCE ASSIGNMENT: Boniface VIII, Clericis Laicos and Unam Sanctam (my.hanover.edu).
BACKGROUND AND CONTEXT: Waley & Denley, 48-60.
Wednesday, January 15: 

TOPIC OF DISCUSSION: “Imperial Politics and the Fragmented State of the Holy Roman Empire.”
PRIMARY SOURCE ASSIGNMENT: The Golden Bull of Charles IV (1356) (my.hanover.edu).
BACKGROUND AND CONTEXT: Waley & Denley, 67-85.
Part 2

The Fourteenth-Century Crises of Climate Change and Famine.
Friday, January 17: 
TOPIC OF DISCUSSION: “Europe in the Early Fourteenth Century.”
PRIMARY SOURCE ASSIGNMENT: None.
BACKGROUND AND CONTEXT: Excerpt from Dennis Hay, Europe in the Fourteenth and Fifteenth Centuries (my.hanover.edu).
WEEK THREE:

Monday, January 20: 
TOPIC OF DISCUSSION: “The Malthusian Scissors and the Arrival of the Little Ice Age.”

PRIMARY SOURCE ASSIGNMENT: None.
BACKGROUND AND CONTEXT: Excerpt from Brian Fagan, The Little Ice Age (my.hanover.edu).
Wednesday, January 22: 

TOPIC OF DISCUSSION: “The Great Famine of 1315–1317[1321].”

PRIMARY SOURCE ASSIGNMENT: Johannes de Trokelowe, “Famine of 1315” (my.hanover.edu).

BACKGROUND AND CONTEXT: Lucas, “The Great European Famine of 1315, 1316, & 1317,” Speculum 5 (1930): 341-377 (JSTOR).
Friday, January 24: 

TOPIC OF DISCUSSION: “The Impact of the Great Famine of 1315-21 in Towns and across the Rural Northern European Countryside.”

PRIMARY SOURCE ASSIGNMENT: Capgrave, The Chronicle of England (my.hanover.edu).
BACKGROUND AND CONTEXT: I. Kershaw, “The Great Famine,” Past and Present, 59 (1973): 3-50 (JSTOR).
Part 3

The Fourteenth-Century Crisis of the Black Death (1347-51).
WEEK FOUR:

Monday, January 27: 
TOPIC OF DISCUSSION: “The Outbreak and Spread of the Black Death, 1347-51: Symptoms and Treatment.”
PRIMARY SOURCE ASSIGNMENT: Aberth, 15-22, 29-36, 41-45, 55-63.
BACKGROUND AND CONTEXT: Aberth, 1-6, 11-14, 23-27, 37-40.
Wednesday, January 29: 

TOPIC OF DISCUSSION: “Socio-Economic Impact and Religious Responses to the Black Death.”
PRIMARY SOURCE ASSIGNMENT: Aberth, 71-83, 100-110.
BACKGROUND AND CONTEXT: Aberth, 67-70, 94-97.
Friday, January 31: 

TOPIC OF DISCUSSION: “Further Responses: The Black Death and Social Hysteria.” 
PRIMARY SOURCE ASSIGNMENT: Aberth, 122-139; 145-159.
BACKGROUND AND CONTEXT: Aberth, 117-120, 139-141.
Part 4
The Fourteenth-Century Crisis of the Hundred Years’ War (1337-1453): 

The First Phase of the War, 1337-1361.
WEEK FIVE:

Monday, February 3: 

TOPIC OF DISCUSSION: “The Underlying Causes and Outbreak of the Hundred Years’ War.”
PRIMARY SOURCE ASSIGNMENT: none.
BACKGROUND AND CONTEXT: Waley & Denley, 132-146; Templeman, “Edward III and the Beginnings of the Hundred Years’ War,” Transactions of the Royal Historical Society, 5th ser., vol. 2 (1952): 69-88 (JSTOR).

COMPARATIVE REVIEW ESSAY DUE 5:00 P.M.

Wednesday, February 5: 

TOPIC OF DISCUSSION: “The Battles of Crécy (1346) and Poitiers (1356) and the Capture of King Jean II.”

PRIMARY SOURCE: Froissart, “The Battle of Crécy,” and “The Battle of Poitiers” (my.hanover.edu).

BACKGROUND AND CONTEXT: None.
Friday, February 7: 
TOPIC OF DISCUSSION: “The Revolts of the Parisian Merchants and the Jacquerie (1357).”

PRIMARY SOURCE ASSIGNMENT: Froissart, “Etienne Marcel and the Revolt of the Parisian Merchants” and “The Revolt of the Jacquerie” (my.hanover.edu).
BACKGROUND AND CONTEXT: Arthur Layton Funk, “Robert Le Coq and Etienne Marcel,” Speculum 19 (1944): 470-487 (JSTOR); Louis Raymond de Vericour, “The Jacquerie,” Transactions of the Royal Historical Society 1 (1872): 296–310 (JSTOR).
Part 5
The Fourteenth-Century Crisis of the Hundred Years’ War (1337-1453): 

The Battle of Agincourt (1415).
WEEK SIX:

Monday, February 10: 
TOPIC OF DISCUSSION: “The Battle of Agincourt (1415): English Chronicles.”
PRIMARY SOURCE ASSIGNMENT: Curry, Documents A1-A4, A6, and A9.
BACKGROUND AND CONTEXT: Curry, Introduction and “Fifteenth-Century Chronicle Sources.”
Wednesday, February 12:

TOPIC OF DISCUSSION: “The Battle of Agincourt (1415): French Chronicles.”
PRIMARY SOURCE ASSIGNMENT: Curry, Documents B1-B8.
BACKGROUND AND CONTEXT: None.
Friday, February 14: 
TOPIC OF DISCUSSION: “The Battle of Agincourt: Sixteenth-Century English Histories.”
PRIMARY SOURCE ASSIGNMENT: Curry, Documents C1-C6.
BACKGROUND AND CONTEXT: Curry, Chapter 2, “Sixteenth-Century Historians in England.”
Working Title, Draft Introduction with Original Thesis, Outline of Points and Supporting Evidence, and Working Bibliography of Research Paper Due 5:00 p.m. 

WEEK SEVEN:

Monday, February 17: 
TOPIC OF DISCUSSION: “Assessing the Reception and Impact of the Battle of Agincourt: England.”
PRIMARY SOURCE ASSIGNMENT: Curry, Sources D1-D5b and D10-11.
BACKGROUND AND CONTEXT: View Shakespeare, Henry V, by Kenneth Brannaugh (Duggan Library Course Reserve).
Wednesday, February 19: 

TOPIC OF DISCUSSION: “Assessing the Reception and Impact of the Battle of Agincourt: France”; Review for the Midterm Exam during the second half of class.

PRIMARY SOURCE ASSIGNMENT: Curry, Sources E1-E10.
Friday, February 21: MIDTERM EXAM.
WINTER BREAK: February 22—March 2

Part 6
The Fourteenth-Century Crisis of the Church: 

The Great Schism (1378-1417),  the Councils  of Constance (1414-18) and 
Basel/Ferrara/Florence (1431-45), and the Emergence of Conciliar Theory.
WEEK EIGHT:

Monday, March 3: 
TOPIC OF DISCUSSION: “The Avignon Papacy, the Disputed Papal Election of 1378, and the Crisis of the Late Medieval Catholic Church.”
PRIMARY SOURCE ASSIGNMENT: Froissart, “Of the Schism in the Church and How It Came About,” “Manifesto of the Revolting Cardinals (1378),” and “University of Paris: Proposals for Ending the Great Schism (1393)” (my.hanover.edu).
BACKGROUND AND CONTEXT: New Cambridge Medieval History, vol. 6, P.N.R. Zutschi, “The Avignon Papacy,” and Howard Kaminsky, “The Great Schism” (my.hanover.edu).
Wednesday, March 5:

TOPIC OF DISCUSSION: “The Reunification of the Church at the Council of Constance (1414-1418).”
PRIMARY SOURCE ASSIGNMENT: Gerson, Ambulate (my.hanover.edu); decrees Haec Sancta and Frequens from the Council of Constance (my.hanover.edu).
BACKGROUND AND CONTEXT: Oakley, “On the Road from Constance to 1688: The Papal Thought of John Major and George Buchanan,” Journal of British Studies, vol. 1, no. 2 (May 1962):1-31 (JSTOR); and idem, “From Constance to 1688 Revisited,” Journal of the History of Ideas, vol. 27, no. 3 (July 1966): 429-432 (JSTOR).
Friday, March 7:

TOPIC OF DISCUSSION: “The Struggle between Council and Pope at the Council of Basel/Ferrara/Florence (1431-1445).”
PRIMARY SOURCE ASSIGNMENT: Select Decrees from the Council of Basel/Ferrara/Florence (my.hanover.edu); Pius II, Bull Execrabilis (1459) (my.hanover.edu).
BACKGROUND AND CONTEXT: Cusa/Sigmund, Introduction, xi-xxxix and xliii-xlvi.
WEEK NINE:

Monday, March 10: 

TOPIC OF DISCUSSION: “Conciliar Theory and Nicolas of Cusa’s Catholic Concordance.”
PRIMARY SOURCE ASSIGNMENT: Nicolas of Cusa/Sigmund, Catholic Concordance, Book I, entire (pp. 3-48).
BACKGROUND AND CONTEXT: None.
FIRST (COMPLETE) DRAFT OF THE RESEARCH PAPER DUE 5:00 P.M.

Wednesday, March 12: 

TOPIC OF DISCUSSION: “Conciliar Theory and Nicolas of Cusa’s Catholic Concordance.”
PRIMARY SOURCE ASSIGNMENT: Nicolas of Cusa/Sigmund, Catholic Concordance, Book II,        Chapters 1-13 (pp. 49-97).
BACKGROUND AND CONTEXT: None.
Friday, March 14:

TOPIC OF DISCUSSION: “Conciliar Theory and Nicolas of Cusa’s Catholic Concordance.”
PRIMARY SOURCE ASSIGNMENT: Nicolas of Cusa/Sigmund, Catholic Concordance, Book II,        Chapters 14-22 (pp. 98-151).
BACKGROUND AND CONTEXT: None.
WEEK TEN:

Monday, March 17: 

TOPIC OF DISCUSSION: “Conciliar Theory and Nicolas of Cusa’s Catholic Concordance.”
PRIMARY SOURCE ASSIGNMENT: Nicolas of Cusa/Sigmund, Catholic Concordance, Book II, Chapters 23-34 (pp. 151-204).
BACKGROUND AND CONTEXT: None.
Part 7
Response to the Crisis: The Birth of the Renaissance.

Wednesday, March 19: 

TOPIC OF DISCUSSION: “Introduction to the Italian Renaissance: The Classical Heritage.”
PRIMARY SOURCE ASSIGNMENT: Bartlett, 6-11.
BACKGROUND AND CONTEXT: Waley & Denley, 153-166; Bartlett, 1-6.
Friday, March 21: Professor Away, Presenting a Paper at a Conference. Assignment: Work on Revising Your Research Paper.
WEEK ELEVEN:

Monday, March 24: 

TOPIC OF DISCUSSION: “The Italian Renaissance: Dante, Petrarch, Boccaccio, and Their Contemporaries.”
PRIMARY SOURCE ASSIGNMENT: Bartlett, 13-46, 52-56, and 247-253.
BACKGROUND AND CONTEXT: none.
Wednesday, March 26: 

TOPIC OF DISCUSSION: The Italian Renaissance: Civic Humanism and Humanist Education.”
PRIMARY SOURCE ASSIGNMENT: Bartlett, 61-95, 183-198, and 236-237.
BACKGROUND AND CONTEXT: Excerpt from Antony Black, Political Thought in Europe, 1250-1450 (my.hanover.edu).
Friday, March 28: 

TOPIC OF DISCUSSION: “Renaissance Art and Architecture.”
PRIMARY SOURCE ASSIGNMENT: Bartlett, 157-181, 235-236, and 240-244.
BACKGROUND AND CONTEXT: none.
Part 8
The Fifteenth Century: New Dynamics.

WEEK TWELVE:

Monday, March 31: 
TOPIC OF DISCUSSION: “Burgundy, the Great Duchy of the West.”
PRIMARY SOURCE ASSIGNMENT: Listen to Guillaume Dufay, Ave Maris Stella, available at: http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=bAQ2pBXZ6GU (describe the quality of the harmonious sounds you hear).
BACKGROUND AND CONTEXT: Waley & Denley, 172-184.
Wednesday, April 2: 

TOPIC OF DISCUSSION: “Joan of Arc and the French Recovery at the end of the Hundred Years’ War.”
PRIMARY SOURCE ASSIGNMENT: Letter of Joan of Arc to the Duke of Burgundy, July 17, 1429, available at: http://archive.joan-of-arc.org/joanofarc_letter_july_17_1429.html.
BACKGROUND AND CONTEXT: Waley & Denley, 206-215.
Friday, April 4:

TOPIC OF DISCUSSION: “The Territorial Lordships of Italy.”
PRIMARY SOURCE ASSIGNMENT: Excerpt from Machiavelli, The Prince (my.hanover.edu).
BACKGROUND AND CONTEXT: Waley & Denley, 187-201.

Part 9
New Perspectives.

WEEK THIRTEEN:

Monday, April 7:

TOPIC OF DISCUSSION: “The Turkish Advance and the Fall of Constantinople.”
PRIMARY SOURCE ASSIGNMENT: Melanchthon, Letter (and translation) on the Providence of God as protection against the advancing Turks (my.hanover.edu).
BACKGROUND AND CONTEXT: Waley & Denley, 251-260.
RESEARCH PAPER FINAL DRAFT DUE 5:00 P.M.

Wednesday, April 9:
TOPIC OF DISCUSSION: “The Clandestine Marriage of Ferdinand and Isabella and the Unification of Spain.”
PRIMARY SOURCE ASSIGNMENT: Columbus’s Letter to Ferdinand and Isabella of Spain (my.hanover.edu).
BACKGROUND AND CONTEXT: Waley & Denley, 218-228; Raley, “New Insights into Johannes Ockeghem’s Journey to Spain in 1470.”
Friday, April 11:
TOPIC OF DISCUSSION: “German Disunity and the Origins of the Reformation.”
PRIMARY SOURCE ASSIGNMENT: Excerpt from Strauss, Manifestations of Discontent in Germany on the Eve of the Reformation (my.hanover.edu).
BACKGROUND AND CONTEXT: Waley & Denley, 232-244.
TAKE-HOME FINAL EXAM DISTRIBUTED IN CLASS.

Sunday, April 13: MEDIEVAL DINNER (featuring medieval recipes and medieval costumes) at the Professor’s Home (arrive ca. 3:00 p.m., cook dinner, and then eat ca. 6:00, finish by ca. 8:30 p.m.).

FINAL EXAM HOUR (TBA): Oral Presentations of Student Research Projects; turn in Take-Home Final Exam.

The professor reserves the right to adjust, revise, or otherwise alter the HIS 360K Topic/Assignment Schedule at any point throughout the course of the semester, in which case (should this occur) he will provide the students with a hard and/or electronic copy of the revised schedule.[image: image8][image: image9][image: image10]
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Battle of Agincourt (1415), miniature from the Chroniques d’Enguerrand de Monstrelet (early 15th-century ms.)
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