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History 346J:
The Reformation Era
Professor: J. Michael Raley, Ph.D.

Office: Classic Hall 113.
Office Telephone: 812-866-7205.
Email Address: raleyjm@hanover.edu.

Class Meeting Time/Location: MWFs, 2:00-2:50 p.m., 
CLA 315.
Office Hour: MWFs, 10:00 a.m. – 10:50 a.m., Rs 2:00 – 2:50 p.m., and  at other times by appointment or whenever my office door is open.
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REQUIRED TEXTS:

Primary Source Collections:

Janz, Denis, ed. A Reformation Reader: Primary Texts with Introductions. 2nd ed. Minneapolis: Fortress, 2008. ISBN: 978-0800663100.
Olin, John. The Catholic Reformation: Savonarola to Ignatius Loyola. 2nd ed. New York: Fordham University Press, 1992. ISBN: 978-0823214785.
Rupp, E. Gordon and Philip S. Watson, trans. and eds. Luther and Erasmus: Free Will and Salvation. The Library of Christian Classics: Ichthus Edition. Philadelphia: Westminster, 2006. ISBN: 978-0664241582.
Class handouts, documents posted on the my.hanover.edu website or sent via email attachment, Duggan Library Course Reserve materials, and other website documents as assigned.
Secondary Sources:

MacCulloch, Diarmaid. The Reformation: A History. London: Penguin, 2005. ISBN: 978-0143035381.
Stjerna, Kirsi. Women and the Reformation. New York: Blackwell, 2009. ISBN: 978-1405114233.
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COURSE DESCRIPTION:

HIS 346J: “The Reformation Era” examines the complex period of early modern history between ca. 1500 and 1648, when Europe was emerging from the Middle Ages and the unity of the Catholic faith and the political-ecclesiastical domination of the Catholic Church throughout western Europe were shattered as a number of new “Protestant” religious sects arose and developed into formal religious denominations. Our study, therefore, will include a review of late medieval calls for the reform of the existing practices and doctrines of the Catholic Church. We shall also examine the theology and criticisms put forth by the various Protestant leaders, contextualized within their social, cultural, geographical, and political frameworks. Our approach shall be at once both interdisciplinary and transnational, employing the methodologies of social, cultural, legal, and intellectual historians to consider not only the arguments of theologians, but also the understandings of rural peasants. We shall study as well the political upheaval, iconoclasm, and wars of religion that came about as a result of the challenges posed to the status quo by the new religious sects. Through such examinations we shall trace the transformation of education as well as novel family and gender issues that emerged in the wake of the new Protestant theologies; the conflicting tensions between the confessions of the new religious faiths; calls for liberty of conscience and pleas for religious tolerance; and above all, the transformation of early modern European politics and society through the “confessionalization” process and the rise of divine-right monarchies that emerged during the Reformation era to presage modernity. Each student will conduct primary research and draft a argumentative essay that considers and develops a novel thesis related to the Reformation Era and defend his/her essay in an oral presentation before his/her peers. 
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REQUIREMENTS AND POLICIES SPECIFIC TO THIS COURSE:
The requirements for HIS 346J: The Reformation Era, in addition to the reading assignments, include three research components (a historiographical review essay on the topic of one’s research, a research paper 12-15 pages in length, with complete first and final draft submissions required, and an oral in-class presentation of one’s research), plus two (Midterm and Take-Home Final) Exams. A study guide for the in-class Midterm Exam will be distributed in class or posted online one week prior to the exam. The Take-Home Final Exam will be distributed one week prior to its due date.
Careful advance preparation of the assigned readings and regular class attendance, as well as active and meaningful participation in class, also comprise crucial components of the course’s requirements. The goal, in short, is to create a collective learning environment in which we teach each other through informed discussions of the readings, insightful questioning, and the free exchange of ideas. 

The historiographical review essay should compare critically (not merely summarize), in an essay 6-9 pages in length, four recent (post-2000) scholarly historical books published by academic presses and/or peer-reviewed articles of at least 20 pages in length published in academic journals. At least two of the works reviewed must be full-length books; up to two may be journal articles. All four works reviewed should focus upon the theme of your own research paper topic. The goal here is to gain familiarity with the arguments of leading scholars (thus the “historiography”) of the subject of your research. Your task in the research paper, then, will be to posit a new argument based upon your own reading of the evidence.

A list of potential topics for the research paper will be distributed in class, although students may also choose topics from the themes found on the course schedule. The grade of the research paper will be based upon: (1) the quality/creativity of the title; (2) novelty/strength of the thesis; (6) quality, amount, and analysis of supporting primary evidence; (4) logic/organization of the paper; (5) positioning of the research within the current historiography; (6) consideration of alternative interpretations; and (7) proper documentation of sources in Chicago Style. A rubric for the oral presentation will be uploaded to the my.hanover.edu course website.
GRADING POLICY: HIS 346J:
In-Class Midterm and Take-Home Final Exams: each counting as 15% (30% total) of the course grade.

Review Essay (6-9 pages in length): 10% of the course grade.

First (Complete) Draft of the Research Paper: 15% of the course grade.

Final Revision of the Research Paper (12-15 pages in length): 25% of the course grade.
In-Class Presentation of Research: 10% of the course grade.
Daily Class Participation and Informal Written Assignments: 10% of the course grade.

Note: Daily class attendance and the completion of all written and oral assignments are required for any student opting to take this course under Hanover College’s pass/fail option. Pass/fail students who miss more than six classes and/or fail to complete all papers, exams, and the oral presentation with a passing grade of C- or higher will fail the course.

GRADING SCALE: 

A = 93-100

B- = 80-82

D+ = 67-69

A- = 90-92

C+ = 77-79

D = 63-66

B+ = 87-89

C = 73-76

D- = 60-62

B = 83-86 

C- = 70-72

F= 59 or below

Note: The instructor reserves the right to adjust a student’s final grade based upon extenuating circumstances.
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EXPECTATIONS OF THE PROFESSOR AND OF THE STUDENT:
A number of expectations exist for this class. Students have every right to expect that I, as the instructor, will meet and be prepared for each class; that I will be on time; that I will return graded assignments with my comments in a timely fashion (usually within 7-10 days); and that I will be readily available for consultation outside the classroom. Students, in turn, are expected to attend every class meeting, to arrive on time, to have read carefully and annotated the assigned readings thoroughly prior to class, to have the assigned texts with them in hard copy in class, and thus to be prepared to engage actively and in meaningful ways in the class discussions based upon the assigned readings. 

Class attendance, punctuality, active participation in note-taking and class discussions, and, most of all, enthusiasm for the pursuit of historical inquiry are crucial in a course of this nature. Absences from class are allowed only for university-excused reasons—e.g., sports competition, with written evidence of an extended hospital stay or emergency doctor’s visit, or the death of a close family member. Time away for “vacations,” routine doctor’s appointments, time spent with friends, etc., are not legitimate reasons for missing class. Students who miss more than three classes without documentation of official and/or extraordinary circumstances for each of the absences may expect to suffer a grade penalty. Students who miss more than six classes without documentation for the absences will fail the course. 

All students must complete in a timely fashion the comparative review essay, first and final drafts of the research paper, oral in-class presentation, and midterm and final exams in order to receive a passing grade for this course. 
Finally, each student is expected to hand in all written work on the assigned due dates. Penalties will be assessed for each day that an assignment is tardy unless that tardiness is the result of an excused absence and/or has been arranged with the instructor well in advance of the due date.  

A Few Common Courtesies, Please (Just as a Reminder): 

1. Please do not come to class wearing strong perfume or cologne. 

2. Please use the rest room before coming to class. If you have a physical problem, please discuss this privately with the professor. Otherwise, I will expect you to remain in the classroom for the entire 50-minute class period.

3. Technology in the classroom: Ringing cell phones and texting during class time disrupt the class discussions. Please be courteous. Make it a habit always to turn off your cell phone prior to the beginning of class and before meeting with me in my office. 

4. Alas, the temptation to surf the web during class time is too great for many students. Therefore, the use of laptop computers is not permitted in class except by those who have documented learning disabilities requiring the use of a computer. This also means that you must bring hard copies of all assigned readings with you to class.
5. Please be sure to check your Hanover College email account daily. When sending the professor an email message, also please be professional: employ appropriate language and tone along with correct grammar, punctuation, and spelling (remember, professional emails are much different from those to your close friends).
If you have a disability that may require an accommodation for taking this course, please contact the Disability Services Coordinator at (812) 866-7215 or email Professor Kay Stokes at stokes@hanover.edu within the first week of the semester.

In case of a pandemic flu or viral epidemic that causes Hanover College to close, final grades will be based upon the assignments completed to that point, including exams, quizzes, papers, and class participation. If the college is closed during the final exam period, the professor will provide take-home exams electronically.
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STATEMENT ON ACADEMIC HONESTY

Plagiarism and cheating on exams are very serious academic offenses that may result in the student’s receiving an “F” for the course grade and being reported to the Hanover College Dean’s Office. Students who plagiarize attempt to pass off as their own the work of another person, whether it be one sentence or entire paragraphs. Plagiarized passages may include material taken from the internet, books, periodicals, and/or other students’ work. Students who plagiarize defraud those fellow students who have been honest enough to submit their own work. Students who plagiarize also irreparably sever the student–instructor bond of trust. For all of these reasons, whenever you draw upon someone else’s idea(s) or wording, you must make absolutely certain that you identify your source(s). If you repeat the exact words of another source, enclose them in quotation marks and identify their source in a footnote (not an endnote or a parenthetical citation, please). Close paraphrases (i.e., near quotations) should be avoided at all costs; instead, either summarize the author’s argument or idea entirely in your own words and identify the source in the footnote, or else quote the author directly, enclosing the quotation in quotation marks, and then provide a footnote identifying the source. For a review of what other actions constitute plagiarism, please consult the following website: http://hnn.us/articles/514.html. The bottom line is this: be honest, do your own work, and when you borrow from someone else’s research, give that author due credit through a footnote. Honesty is, in fact, always the best policy.
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STATEMENT ON SELF-CARE
Your academic success in this course and throughout your college career depends heavily on your personal health and wellbeing. Stress is a common part of the college experience, and it often can be compounded by unexpected life changes outside the classroom. Your other professors and I strongly encourage you to take care of yourself throughout the term, before the demands of midterms and finals reach their peak. Please feel free to talk with me about any difficulty you may be having that may impact your performance in this course as soon as it occurs and before it becomes unmanageable. Please also know that there are a number of other support services on campus that stand ready to assist you. I strongly encourage you to contact them if you need them. We are all here to be of assistance, but in order for us to be able to help we need for you to communicate with us whenever you are experiencing serious difficulty. Of course, your personal concerns will remain strictly confidential.
Hanover College                                                                                                                        Winter 2015
History 346J:

The Reformation Era
Topic/Assignment Schedule

JUST A FRIENDLY REMINDER: Readings are to be read carefully and annotated using colored markers and marginal notes in pen (primary sources only) in advance of the class discussions on the dates listed below. Please print all online sources and keep them in a three-ring binder along with your class notes. Bring this notebook plus the assigned textbook readings with you to class each day.

Part 1

NORTHERN RENAISSANCE HUMANISM
WEEK ONE: Late Medieval Piety and the Medieval Catholic Church.
Monday, January 5: 

CLASS DISCUSSION: Course Introduction: “Why the Reformation Era Matters.”

READING ASSIGNMENT: MacCulloch, xix-xxv (“ Introduction to the Reformation” ); Course syllabus and topic/assignment schedule.
 Wednesday, January 7: “Prelude to the Reformation: The Changing Social Structure of Late Medieval Europe.” 
PRIMARY SOURCE:  None.
BACKGROUND AND CONTEXT: Grimm, The Reformation Era, Chpt. 1 (my.hanover.edu).
Friday, January 9: “The Crumbling Foundations of Medieval Catholicism.” 
PRIMARY SOURCE: Olin, 1-15 (Savonarola).
BACKGROUND AND CONTEXT: MacCulloch, 3-52; Olin, xiii-xxiv.
WEEK TWO: Erasmus and the Northern Renaissance.
Monday, January 12: Late Medieval Piety and the Growth of Christian Humanism North of the Alps.”
PRIMARY SOURCE: Janz, 4-13 (Thomas à Kempis); Olin, 27-39 (Colet).
BACKGROUND AND CONTEXT: MacCulloch, 76-87; Grimm, 43-63 (my.hanover.edu).
Wednesday, January 14: “Erasmus and the Philosophia Christi.”

PRIMARY SOURCE: Erasmus, excerpt from The Enchiridion (my.hanover.edu).
BACKGROUND AND CONTEXT: MacCulloch, 97-105.
Friday, January 16: “Erasmus’ Call for Catholic Reform.” 
PRIMARY SOURCE: Janz, 63-74 (Praise of Folly); Olin, 65-89 (Sileni Alcibiadis)
BACKGROUND AND CONTEXT: Grimm, The Reformation Era, 63-72 (my.hanover.edu).
Part 2

THE LUTHERAN REFORMATION
WEEK THREE: The Beginnings of the Revolution.
Monday, January 19: “Late Medieval Theology and the Reformation in European Perspective.”

PRIMARY SOURCE: Janz, 43-56 (Bradwardine and Biel).
BACKGROUND AND CONTEXT: MacCulloch, 106-115; Tracy, Europe’s Reformations, 3-28.

WRITTEN ASSIGNMENT: Submit a proposed research question, draft research paper title, and working bibliography (at least 5 primary sources, 5 recent books published by academic presses, and 5 recent scholarly journal articles from JSTOR or Academic Search Premier) in class.
Wednesday, January 21: “Martin Luther and the Ninety-Five Theses.” 
PRIMARY SOURCE: Janz, 88-93 (Luther, Ninety-Five Theses).

BACKGROUND AND CONTEXT: MacCulloch, 115-123.
Friday, January 23: “Luther’s Early Teachings on Ecclesiastical Reform, Salvation by Faith Alone, Scriptural Authority, and the Issue of Clerical Celibacy.”

PRIMARY SOURCE: Janz, 98-113 (Luther, Address to the Christian Nobility and On the Freedom of the Christian).

BACKGROUND AND CONTEXT: MacCulloch, 123-137; Stjerna, 49-68 (Katharina von Bora).
Week FOUR: The Intellectual Intersection of the Renaissance and the Reformation: Erasmus vs. Luther on Free Will and Salvation.
Monday, January 26: “Renaissance Humanism Encounters Augustine and the Lutheran Reformation, I: Erasmus on Human Nature and the Freedom of the Will.”

PRIMARY SOURCE: Rupp and Watson, 35-97.
BACKGROUND AND CONTEXT: Rupp and Watson, 1-32.
Wednesday, January 28: “Renaissance Humanism Encounters Augustine and the Lutheran Reformation, II: Luther on Human Nature and the Bondage of the Will.”

PRIMARY SOURCE: Rupp and Watson, 101-169, 232-246, 291-293, and 332-334.

BACKGROUND AND CONTEXT: None.
Friday, January 30: “ Whose Revolution? Biblical Authority and the Challenge of the Radical Reformation.”

PRIMARY SOURCE: Janz, 188-189 and 193-5 (Zwingli); 200-201 and 208-211 (Anabaptist Origins and the Schleitheim Confession).

BACKGROUND AND CONTEXT: MacCulloch, 132-157.

Week FIVE: The Peasants’ Revolt, the Magisterial Reformations, and the Growing Confessionalization of Europe.

Monday, February 2: “The Peasants’ Revolt of 1524/25: The Peasants’ Misunderstanding of Luther’s Teaching.” 

PRIMARY SOURCE: Janz, 163-181 (Thomas Müntzer, Luther, and the Peasants’ War).
BACKGROUND AND CONTEXT: MacCulloch, 158-162.
WRITTEN ASSIGNMENT, due on Monday, February 2nd, in class: Prepare a title page and draft introductory paragraph for your research paper setting up your thesis, followed by brief bulleted points summarizing each of the subpoints of your thesis together with primary evidence, and an updated, expanded Working Bibliography.
Wednesday, February 4: “The Magisterial Reformations, 1524-1540.” 
PRIMARY SOURCE: None.
BACKGROUND AND CONTEXT: MacCulloch, 158-212.
Friday, February 6: “The Growing Confessionalization of Europe.”
PRIMARY SOURCE: Janz, 150-158 (Augsburg Confession and Melanchthon’s Apology).
BACKGROUND AND CONTEXT: Heinz Schilling, “Confessional Europe”; Raley, “Traversing Borders—Defining Boundaries” (my.hanover.edu).

Part 3

THE EXPANSION OF THE PROTESTANT REFORMATION

WEEK SIX: Calvinism in Geneva, the Low Countries, France, and Scotland.
Monday, February 9: “John Calvin: Reformed Theocracy at Geneva.”

PRIMARY SOURCE: Janz, 256-261 (Geneva Ordinances/Consistory) and 270-325 (Calvin’s Institutes of the Christian Religion).

BACKGROUND AND CONTEXT: MacCulloch, 237-253; Stjerna, 133-147 (Marie Dentière)
Wednesday, February 11: “The Spread of Calvinism to France, the Low Countries, Scotland, the Rhineland Palatinate, and Transylvania.”

PRIMARY SOURCE:  Excerpts from the Heidelberg Confession (my.hanover.edu).

BACKGROUND AND CONTEXT: MacCulloch, 291-295, 353-357, 378-382, 457-463; Reid, “Reformation in France and Scotland: A Case Study in Sixteenth-Century Communication” (my.hanover.edu); Visser, “Establishing the Reformed Church: Clergy and Magistrates in the Low Countries, 1572-1620” (my.hanover.edu).

Friday, February 13: “Two Recent Comparative Review Essays in Reformation History.” 
Assigned Reading: McGlaughlin, Review Essay on Reformed Protestant Communities; Parish, Review Essay: “New Perspectives on the Reformation” (my.hanover.edu).
STUDY GUIDE FOR EXAM ONE DISTRIBUTED IN CLASS.

Week seven: Midterm Review and Exam One.
Monday, February 16: Catch-Up Day! No additional reading.
Comparative Historiographical Review Essay Due by 5:00 p.m., Monday, February 16th.

Wednesday, February 18: Review for Exam One.
Friday, February 20: EXAM ONE (from the Renaissance through Napoleon).

Monday, February 23 – Friday, February 27: WINTER BREAK.
Part 4

THE REFORMATION IN ENGLAND
WEEK EIGHT: Henry VIII’s Break with Rome.
Monday, March 2: “The Reformation in England: King Harry’s trouble with women (along with their troubles with him!).” 

PRIMARY SOURCE: Janz, 332-341 (Henry VIII’s Act of Supremacy and Act of Six Articles); Anne Boleyn, “O Deathe, rock me asleepe” (http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=fo2KFAc0Xzo).
BACKGROUND AND CONTEXT: Janz, 329-332; MacCulloch, 198-204; Duffy, The Voices of Morebath, 85-110 (my.hanover.edu).
Wednesday, March 4: “Reversals of Fortune: The Reigns of Edward VI and Bloody Mary.”
PRIMARY SOURCE: Janz, 341-350 (Cranmer’s “Preface to the Great Bible”); 357-360 (“The Marian Injunctions”).
BACKGROUND AND CONTEXT: MacCulloch, 255-258, 280-291.
Friday, March 6: “The Elizabethan Settlement.”
PRIMARY SOURCE: Janz, 436 (Pope Pius V) and 362-376 (“The Elizabethan Settlement”).
BACKGROUND AND CONTEXT: MacCulloch, 280-291, 382-389.
Part 5

THE CATHOLIC REFORMTION
Week NINE: Catholic Calls for Reform and the Council of Trent.

Monday, March 9: “Catholic Calls for Reform: New Reform Orders and Spiritual Leaders.”

PRIMARY SOURCE: Janz, 436-442 (Teresa of Avilá); Olin, 16-26 (“Oratory of Divine Love”), 40-64 (Fifth Lateran Council), 128-132 (“Theatine Rule of 1526”), and 149-182 (“Capuchin Constitutions of 1536”).
BACKGROUND AND CONTEXT: Janz, 377-380.
Wednesday, March 11: “The Council of Trent.”
PRIMARY SOURCE: Janz, 405-425 (Decrees of the Council of Trent).
BACKGROUND AND CONTEXT: MacCulloch, 234-237, 275-276, and 303-306.
Friday, March 13: “The Counter-Reformation as a World Mission.”

PRIMARY SOURCE: Olin, 203-208; Janz, 425-435 (Ignatius Loyola and the Jesuits, Pope Paul III, Francisco de Vitoria, and Bartolomé De Las Casas).

BACKGROUND AND CONTEXT: MacCulloch, 218-226 and 322-332; Olin, 198-202; Maggs, “The Jesuits in China” (JSTOR).
Part 3

EUROPE DIVIDED, 1547-1648.

Week ten: The Schmalkaldic Wars and the French Wars of Religion.

Monday, March 16: “The Schmalkaldic League and the Wars between the German Protestant Princes and the Forces of Holy Roman Emperor Charles V, 1546-1555.”
PRIMARY SOURCE: The Religious Peace of Augsburg, 1555.
BACKGROUND AND CONTEXT: MacCulloch, 174 and 270-276.
Complete First Draft of the Research Paper to be uploaded to turnitin.com by 5:00 p.m., March 16th.
Wednesday, March 18: “The French Wars of Religion.”
PRIMARY SOURCE: Giovanni Michiel, “Report on the St. Bartholomew’s Day Massacre” (my.hanover.edu); De Thou, “Report on the St. Bartholomew’s Day Massacre,” available at: http://history.hanover.edu/texts/barth.html.
BACKGROUND AND CONTEXT: MacCulloch, 337-340; Stjerna, 149-196 (Marguerite de Navarre and René de France).
Friday, March 20: “An End to Civil War in France and the Edict of Nantes.” 
PRIMARY SOURCE: The Edict of Nantes (my.hanover.edu).
BACKGROUND AND CONTEXT: MacCulloch, 469-474.
Week eleven: The Dutch Revolt and the Thirty Years’ War.

Monday, March 23: “The Dutch Revolt.” 
PRIMARY SOURCE: 

BACKGROUND AND CONTEXT: MacCulloch, 309-313, 367-378.
Wednesday, March 25: “The Thirty Years’ War, 1618-1648.”
PRIMARY SOURCE: Hans Jakob Christoph von Grimmelshausen, excerpt from Simplicissimus, and Otto von Guericke, “Destruction of Magdeburg” (my.hanover.edu).
BACKGROUND AND CONTEXT: MacCulloch, 306-313.
Friday, March 27: “The Religious Settlement of the Treaty of Westphalia (1648).”
PRIMARY SOURCE: Excerpts from the Treaty of Westphalia (1648) (my.hanover.edu).
BACKGROUND AND CONTEXT: MacCulloch, 492-495.
Week Twelve: The Long-term Impact of the Protestant and Catholic Reformations.
Monday, March 30: Student Research Presentations.

Part 5

THE LONG-TERM IMPACT OF THE REFORMATION ERA: 

CHANGING PATTERNS OF EVERYDAY LIFE, POLITICS, AND SOCIETY.
Wednesday, April 1: “Protestantism and the Family.”
ASSIGNED READING: MacCulloch, 608-620 and 636-662.
Friday, April 3:  “Options for Protestant and Catholic Women.”
ASSIGNED READING: Stjerna, 23-47 and 213-222 (“The Monastic Option: The Struggle of the Convents,” “Marriage and Motherhood,” “Learning and Power,” and “Conclusions and Observations on Gender and the Reformation”).
Final Draft of the Research Paper to be uploaded to turnitin.com by 5:00 p.m. on April 3rd.

Week Thirteen: The Long-term Impact of the Protestant and Catholic Reformations.

Monday, April 6: “The Weber Thesis: The Protestant Ethic and the Spirit of Capitalism.”
ASSIGNED READING: Excerpts from Weber, The Protestant Ethic and the Spirit of Capitalism, and Tawney, Religion and the Rise of Capitalism (my.hanover.edu); MacCulloch, 604-606.
Wednesday, April 8: “The Question of the Impact of the Protestant Reformation upon Education and Literacy Rates.”

ASSIGNED READING: Gerald Strauss, “Success and Failure in the German Reformation” (JSTOR); Geoffrey Parker, “Success and Failure During the First Century of the Reformation” (JSTOR).
TAKE-HOME EXAM DISTRIBUTED IN CLASS, must be uploaded to turnitin.com no later than Wednesday, April 15th, 5:00 p.m.

Friday, April 10: “Outcomes of the Reformation Era: Nation States, Religious Toleration, and the Scientific Revolution.”

ASSIGNED READING: MacCulloch, 668-708.
The professor reserves the right to adjust, revise, or otherwise alter the HIS 346J Topic/Assignment Schedule at any point throughout the course of the semester.[image: image7][image: image8][image: image9]
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Portrait of Martin Luther by Lucas Cranach, 1528
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