Hanover College                                                                                                                                  Spring Term 2015
HIS 260T: Reformation Germany

Professor: J. Michael Raley, Ph.D.

Office: Classic Hall 113.
Office Telephone: 812-866-7205.
Email Address: raleyjm@hanover.edu.

Class Meeting Time and Location: first two weeks and final day of the term, MTWRFs, 10:00 a.m.— Noon, CLA 215, plus one hour before or after class TBA for walking to prepare for the trip / last two weeks in Germany.
Office Hour: MTWRFs, 8:30 – 9:50 a.m., and at other times by appointment or whenever my 
office door is open.

REQUIRED TEXTS (please make sure that you check the ISBN so that you have the correct edition): 

Bainton, Roland H. Here I Stand! A Life of Martin Luther. Rep. ed. New York: Meridian/Penguin, 1995. ISBN: 978-0452011465.

Dillenberger, John, ed. Martin Luther: Selections from His Writings. Rep. ed. New York: Anchor/Doubleday, 1962. ISBN: 978-0385098762.
Thomas à Kempis. The Imitation of Christ. Trans. Aloysius Croft and Harold Bolton. Rep. ed. Mineola, New York: Dover Publications, 2003. ISBN: 978-0486431857.
COURSE DESCRIPTION, OBJECTIVES, AND PROCEDURES:

HIS 260T: Reformation Germany, is a study tour principally to the German region of Saxony where Martin Luther lived, studied, and worked as a priest/pastor. Included are visits to Luther’s birthplace (Eisleben); the site of the  Augustinian monastery where Luther took vows to become a monk (Erfurt); to Wittenberg, the doors to whose Castle Church Luther is supposed to have nailed his 95 Theses on October 31, 1517, and in whose Marienkirche Luther and Katharina von Bora were married and their six children were baptized; the Wartburg Castle at Eisenach (which now also houses an art museum of rare medieval works), in which Luther was protected from his enemies for a year in 1521-22 by Frederick the Wise, during which time he translated the New Testament from Latin into German; the Thomaskirche and the Nicolaikirche at Leipzig, where Luther preached and in which J. S. Bach served from 1723-1750 as the Lutheran organist-choir director and where the Revolution of 1989 began; Münster, where Anabaptists created a radical commune in 1534-35 and where the Treaty of Westphalia ending the Thirty Years’ War was signed in 1648; and, finally (since the printing press with movable type was so critical to the circulation of Martin Luther’s works), the Gutenberg Museum at Mainz, where movable type was first used in ca. 1455 to print the Gutenberg Bible and employed later in Wittenberg to print Luther’s German works for circulation among the masses. Together we will trace the path and career of Martin Luther from his birth to his death, and along the way, gain firsthand knowledge not only of the critical initial years of the Protestant Reformation, but also of the region, culture, and society of central Germany. Grades will be based upon assigned course readings (particular during the two weeks before our departure), class discussions of those readings and the sites visited, a daily journal with reflections, a final paper, and general contributions and attitude throughout the trip.

REQUIREMENTS SPECIFIC TO THIS COURSE:
· 25%: Active Participation/ Behavior: 
Active participation includes: attending all class activities, coming prepared, completing all class readings, participating in class discussions and activities in meaningful ways. Also included here will be leading one 10-minute meditation on the daily readings from Thomas à Kempis’ Imitation of Christ.
· 25%: Research Paper, 5-7 pp., due Monday, May 4th.
Topics to be distributed on the first day of class.

· 25%: Keeping a daily journal 

This will be with you on the trip and will be collected and graded periodically by Prof. Raley

· 25%: Presenting on your topic when we are in Germany.
These will be assigned at the start of the Spring Term.
GRADING SCALE: 

A = 93-100

B- = 80-82

D+ = 67-69

A- = 90-92

C+ = 77-79

D = 63-66

B+ = 87-89

C = 73-76

D- = 60-62

B = 83-86 

C- = 70-72

F= 59 or below

Note: The instructor reserves the right to adjust a student’s final grade based upon extenuating circumstances.

Travel Information:
I will have with me on the trip photocopies of the personal information page of all of our passports. You should purchase a money-belt / passport holder to go around your waist; mine has a special compartment on the back side that holds a passport, international I.D., and rail pass, all of which you should keep with you at all times (since we will be traveling on trains 9 out of 13 days and you will need both your passport and your rail pass when the conductor comes by). You should also have an additional photocopy of your passport in your suitcase. In the event of loss or theft of the passport, the photocopy would make it easier to obtain a replacement. I strongly recommend that you also leave a photocopy at home and/or send a clear digital copy to your families here in the U.S. I will also be giving copies of your passports to Dean Jobe’s office and also to Dr. Uschi Appelt, the Director of Hanover’s Study Abroad Programs.

Safety Information/Standards for Behavior:

During the 3 weeks of the class all students are expected to act responsibly, as good ambassadors of the U.S. and of Hanover College. I do want us to see and learn a lot, and have a great time. I am building full days of activities and sites for us to see and tour while we are there. We will also go out together each evening (except when we stay at the monastery in Erfurt, which has an early curfew). 

You should pair up in 2’s or 3’s and never go anywhere alone and never without letting me know first where you are going and why. There will be times when we are in the pedestrian zones of the towns we will be visiting when you can do some limited shopping. You will need to stay in the pedestrian zones so that you do not get lost. German towns are very old, and the streets are winding and go in circles, so it is very easy to get confused and lost. In Leipzig, we will be staying at a very nice hotel, but it is near the train station, so you will need to stay close. This is a large city, like New York or Chicago, but fortunately, at Leipzig Starla and I have close personal friends, Jürgen and Viola Hübner, who will be meeting us to take us around the city and show us the sites. We will have a wonderful time there – Starla and I visited Jürgen and Viola in Leipzig just last summer – but when we are in Leipzig we will need to stay together.

Any student who does not comply with these standards will receive an F in the course. I have a zero tolerance policy here. Remember, if you violate the rules and go out alone or even in pairs without telling me and then get lost, we will all be inconvenienced, your personal safety may be endangered, and we may also miss seeing some of the sights. So please think of others when you make a decision on this trip. Let’s stay together and have a great and safe trip!
Academic Needs:
You need to bring a composition book, which will become your diary for the time of your stay in Germany. I will collect it on a regular basis. You should also take along a good small paperback German/English English/German dictionary--it will definitely come in handy! I will ask you to look up information on various cities ahead of time, so bring all this information with you, since you won’t have time to do research and prepare presentations while we are in Germany. I’ll give you specific details. You will also need to bring along your copies of Bainton’s Here I Stand! and Thomas à Kempis’ Imitation of Christ. We will be using both on the trip.

While this is not a course on the German language, and a knowledge of German is not required for the course per se, some basic knowledge of German phrases will be most helpful on this trip, especially if you are shopping or ordering a meal in a restaurant. While most Germans know a little English from their school days, many don’t know it well enough to feel comfortable speaking English. Thus it will be helpful if you can say simple phrases when you need to do so. To help with this, if you will look on the Duggan Library website, under Databases, letter “M,” you will find the link for Mango. Mango is a wonderful language program. If you click on this, you will be redirected to the Mango sign-in page. You will then need to register and create a username and password. Afterwards, you will be able to select the language course you wish to study. With Mango, you will hear the words as they are spoken, and also have the opportunity to record your own voice repeating these words and phrases and then play the recording back so you can see how well you’re doing. The lessons in Mango last about 30 minutes each. There are a number of German programs, but I would recommend the one on daily conversation.

Emergencies & Communication:
Directing an off campus class is very rewarding to me as well as being a lot of fun but the responsibility is considerable. I try to take all reasonable precautions for the students' health and safety, and I expect them to respond in a mature way to the new situations they meet. In the event of any emergency, I will contact families in the U.S. as quickly as possible. I will have with me a complete list of home addresses and phone numbers of parents at home.

You should have access to e-mail and Wi-Fi in most of the hotels, so you may wish to bring a laptop. Please keep in mind that the German clock is six hours ahead of ours in Hanover, Indiana, at this time of year (i.e. when you call at 5 p.m. EST, it’s 11 p.m. in Germany). You will be able to call home from pay phones, from phone centers, SKYPE (which of course is free in hotels with Wi-Fi, and perhaps also using your cell phones (though there will be roaming charges incurred here, so be careful in using your cell phone if you don’t want a phone bill of several hundred dollars when you return – I strongly recommend checking with your phone company before leaving for Europe to learn their policies and charges for using your cell phone while in Europe!).

A copy of our itinerary will be filed with the Office of the Academic Affairs of Hanover College (the office of Dr. Steve Jobe), with Professors Matt and Sarah Vosmeier (my history colleagues), and with Dr. Uschi Appelt (Director of Study Abroad). 

So that we can all travel together, we will provide transportation to and from the Louisville airport. Be sure to check luggage all the way to Frankfurt. Seat assignments and boarding passes will have to be obtained at the airport. Students should not be taking any sharp objects or items that could cause security problems. There are liquid restrictions (no more than 3 ounces, with all liquids in a ziplock bag) for carry-on luggage. Please check with the United Airlines website for specifics. Computers will have to be unpacked and may be required to be booted up by Airport Security, so make sure that your computer battery is fully charged when we leave Hanover. If you take medications, you should have them in the original bottles so that customs can verify that the prescriptions are for you. We will fly from Louisville together to Newark, NJ, and on to our final destination in Frankfurt. Once we land in Frankfurt, we will have our rail passes validated by the Deutsche Bundesbahn personnel and then be on our way to our first stop: Erfurt. Our rail passes will allow us to travel on any German trains that we wish to board on 10 different days within the month of May (each day = from midnight to midnight). This will work out fine, since during our two weeks abroad we will be staying for two nights in Erfurt, two nights in Wittenberg, three nights in Leipzig, and two nights in Mainz, along with other towns that we will only visit for one night each. Altogether we will only be traveling by rail on 8 different days while we are abroad.

My wife, Starla, herself a professor with more than 25 years of experience, will be going with us on the trip and assisting me whenever necessary.

STATEMENT ON ACADEMIC HONESTY

Plagiarism and cheating on exams are very serious academic offenses that may result in the student’s receiving an “F” for the course grade and being reported to the Hanover College Dean’s Office. Students who plagiarize attempt to pass off as their own the work of another person, whether it be one sentence or entire paragraphs. Plagiarized passages may include material taken from the internet, books, periodicals, and/or other students’ work. Students who plagiarize defraud those fellow students who have been honest enough to submit their own work. Students who plagiarize also irreparably sever the student–instructor bond of trust. For all of these reasons, whenever you draw upon someone else’s idea(s) or wording, you must make absolutely certain that you identify your source(s). If you repeat the exact words of another source, enclose them in quotation marks and identify their source in a footnote (not an endnote or a parenthetical citation, please). Close paraphrases (i.e., near quotations) should be avoided at all costs; instead, either summarize the author’s argument or idea entirely in your own words and identify the source in the footnote, or else quote the author directly, enclosing the quotation in quotation marks, and then provide a footnote identifying the source. For a review of what other actions constitute plagiarism, please consult the following website: http://hnn.us/articles/514.html. The bottom line is this: be honest, do your own work, and when you borrow from someone else’s research, give that author due credit through a footnote. Honesty is, in fact, always the best policy.

STATEMENT ON SELF-CARE
Your academic success in this course and throughout your college career depends heavily on your personal health and wellbeing. Stress is a common part of the college experience, and it often can be compounded by unexpected life changes outside the classroom. Your other professors and I strongly encourage you to take care of yourself throughout the term, before the demands of midterms and finals reach their peak. Please feel free to talk with me about any difficulty you may be having that may impact your performance in this course as soon as it occurs and before it becomes unmanageable. Please also know that there are a number of other support services on campus that stand ready to assist you. I strongly encourage you to contact them if you need them. We are all here to be of assistance, but in order for us to be able to help we need for you to communicate with us whenever you are experiencing serious difficulty. You may rest assured that your personal concerns will remain strictly confidential.
Reading Assignments:

Monday, 4/27: Thomas à Kempis, 1-9 (Bk. I, chpts. 1-12); Bainton, 15-51; Dillenberger, 489-500.
Tuesday, 4/28: Thomas à Kempis, 10-19 (Bk. I, chpts. 13-21); Bainton, 51-78; Dillenberger, 19-34.
Wednesday, 4/29: Thomas à Kempis, 19-27 (Bk. I, chpts. 22-25); Bainton, 78-116; Dillenberger, 86-96.
Thursday, 4/30: Thomas à Kempis, 28-34 (Bk. II, chpts. 1-7); Bainton, 116-128; Dillenberger, 42-85.
Friday, 5/1: Thomas à Kempis, 35-43 (Bk. II, chpts. 8-12); Bainton, 129-165; Dillenberger, 19-34.
Monday, 5/4: Thomas à Kempis, 44-66 (Bk. III, chpts. 1-19); Bainton, 166-204; Dillenberger, 166-203. 
Tuesday, 5/5: Thomas à Kempis, 66-85 (Bk. III, chpts. 20-36); Bainton, 205-237; Handouts: Twelve Articles of the Peasants (1524), excerpt from Luther’s Against the Murdering Hordes of Peasants, and Stjerna, “Katharina von Bora.”
Wednesday, 5/6: Thomas à Kempis, 85-101 (Bk. III, chpts. 37-50); Bainton, 238-271; Handout: Raley, “Traversing Borders—Defining Boundaries: Cosmopolitan Harmonies and Confessional Theology in Georg Rhau’s Liturgical Publications.”
Thursday, 5/7: Thomas à Kempis, 101-114 (Bk. III, chpts. 51-59); Bainton, 272-302; Dillenberger, 240-248.
Friday, 5/8: Depart Hanover for Louisville Airport, 7:30 a.m.!
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