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EUROPE
Professor: J. Michael Raley, Ph.D.

Office: Classic Hall 113.

Office Telephone: 812-866-7205.

Email Address: raleyjm@hanover.edu.
Class Meeting Times/Location: MTWRF, 2:00–3:50 p.m., Classic Hall 203.
Office Hours: MTWRF, 4:00–4:50 p.m., and also at other times by appointment or if I am in the office.
REQUIRED READINGS:
Primary Sources:

Amt, Emilie, ed. Women's Lives in Medieval Europe: A Sourcebook. 2nd ed. New York: Routledge, 2009. ISBN: 978-0415466837.

Christine de Pizan. The Treasure of the City of Ladies. Trans. Sarah Lawson. Penguin Classics. Rev. ed. Harmondsworth, Middlesex, U.K.: Penguin, 2003. ISBN: 978-0140449501.

Julian of Norwich. Revelations of Divine Love. (Long and Short Text). Trans. A. C. Spearing. Penguin Classics. London: Penguin Books, 1999. ISBN: 978-0140446739.

Secondary Sources:
Bennett, Judith. A Medieval Life: Cecilia Penifader of Brigstock, c. 1295-1344. Boston: McGraw-Hill, 1999. ISBN: 978-0072903317.

Ward, Jennifer. Women in Medieval Europe, 1200-1500. London: Longman Pearson, 2002. ISBN: 978-0582288270.

Readings on my.hanover.edu, Class Handouts, Library Course Reserve Materials, and Website Documents as Assigned.
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COURSE DESCRIPTION: 

This course will focus on the lives and daily activities of women from all venues of medieval society, ranging from peasant women and prostitutes to professed and unprofessed religious urban women, and extending to elite women like Hildegard of Bingen. We will discuss such issues as marriage, childbirth, life expectancies, family life, legal status, medieval religious life (Catholicism, Islam, and Judaism), farming, urban industries, medical care, literacy, education, and a host of other issues as they related to women in medieval society. In more practical terms, HIS 260S: “Women in Medieval Europe” will incorporate several assignments designed not only to inform students more fully about the lives of medieval women, but also to develop the research, writing, speaking, and organizational skills required for secondary teachers as well as for graduate study in history and gender studies. 
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COURSE OBJECTIVES (OR, WHAT WILL I GAIN FROM THIS COURSE?):

(1) To understand that, rather than being “dead,” the past, and in particular the period of history between ca. 300 c.e. and ca. 1500 c.e. known the Middle Ages, has informed the present, and that together, this past and the present will in large part continue to shape the future;

(2) To gain a better understanding of women’s plights from all walks of life during the Middle Ages;

(3) To learn more about women’s issues such as marriage, childbirth, life expectancies, family life, medical care, employment opportunities, and legal status during the Middle Ages;

(4) To learn more about the professed (nuns) and unprofessed (beguines) religious lives of medieval Catholic women, and also to consider the impact of Islam and Judaism on medieval women’s lives;

(5) To consider opportunities for literacy and education, as well as degrees of agency (or lack thereof), enjoyed by medieval women;

(6) To discover (within the process of historical inquiry) the importance of utilizing traditional modes as well as innovative approaches in gender-related historical research that may include archeological, literary, and other alternative forms of evidence (particularly when studying women or marginalized social groups such as medieval peasants who typically left little in the way of historical record); 

(7) To conduct investigations by clearly formulating one or more historical questions; by gathering, organizing, analyzing, and interpreting historical information using a variety of sources; by identifying any potential gaps in the extant historical evidence; and by presenting the findings in the form of a strong thesis, defended both orally and in writing using substantive primary evidence;

(8) To be able to analyze and explain the impact of geography on women’s history in medieval Europe, including not only the interaction between societies and their environments and ecosystems across chronological periods with regard to the development and diffusion of religion, cultures, and ideas, but also geographic causes of conflict and cooperation;

(9) To acknowledge all the while that the pursuit of history goes beyond the accumulation and analysis of facts, and that a close link exists between historical inquiry and cultural values; the latter include those of the culture(s) under study as well as those of the historian(s) conducting the inquiry as a particular “history” is being “constructed.”
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EXPECTATIONS OF THE PROFESSOR AND OF THE STUDENT:
A number of expectations exist for this class. Students have every right to expect that I, as the instructor, will meet and be prepared for each class; that I will be on time; that I will return graded assignments with my comments in a timely fashion (usually within 7-10 days); and that I will be readily available for consultation outside the classroom. Students, in turn, are expected to attend every class meeting, to arrive on time, to have read carefully and annotated the assigned readings thoroughly prior to class, to have the assigned texts with them in hard copy in class, and thus to be prepared to engage actively and in meaningful ways in the class discussions based upon the assigned readings. 

Class attendance, punctuality, active participation in note-taking and class discussions, and, most of all, enthusiasm for the pursuit of historical inquiry are crucial in a course of this nature. Absences from class are allowed only for college-excused reasons—e.g., sports competition, illness with written evidence of an extended hospital stay or doctor’s visit, or the death of a close family member. Time away for “vacations,” routine doctor’s appointments, time spent with friends and family, etc., are not legitimate reasons for missing class. Students who miss more than three classes without documentation of official and/or extraordinary circumstances for each of the absences may expect to suffer a grade penalty. Students who miss more than six classes without documentation for each of the absences will fail the course. 

Finally, each student is expected to hand in all written work on the assigned due dates. Penalties will be assessed for each day that an assignment is tardy unless that tardiness is the result of an excused absence and/or has been arranged with the instructor well in advance of the due date. Students must complete both papers and the Final Exam  in order to receive a passing grade for this course. 
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A Few Common Courtesies, Please: 

1. Please do not come to class wearing strong perfume or cologne. 

2. Please use the rest room before coming to class. If you have a physical problem, please discuss this privately with the professor. Otherwise, I will expect you to remain in the classroom for the entire 50-minute class period.

3. Technology in the classroom: Ringing cell phones and texting during class time disrupt the class discussions. Please be courteous. Make it a habit always to turn off your cell phone prior to the beginning of class and before meeting with me in my office. Students who text during class time may be asked to leave the classroom. 

4. Alas, the temptation to surf the web during class time is too great for many students. Therefore, the use of laptop computers is not permitted in class except by those who have documented learning disabilities requiring the use of a computer. This also means that you must bring hard copies of all assigned readings with you to class.

5. Please be sure to check your Hanover College email account daily. When sending the professor an email message, also please be professional: employ appropriate language and tone along with correct grammar, punctuation, and spelling (remember, professional emails are much different from those to your close friends).
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REQUIREMENTS SPECIFIC TO THIS COURSE:
The requirements for HIS 260S, in addition to the reading assignments, include two argumentative “position papers” (each 5-7 pages in length), a course notebook (containing the syllabus, class notes, all handouts, notes from the readings, and all other materials from the class, neatly organized), a Final Exam, and, on the final day of spring semester (May 23rd), participation in the class Medieval Dinner. 
Topics for the Position Papers may be found in the assignment schedule. A detailed study guide for the final exam will be distributed in class and/or posted online at least one week prior to the exam. Careful advance preparation of the assigned readings and regular class attendance, as well as active and meaningful participation in class, also comprise crucial components of the course’s requirements. The grading of the position papers will be based upon: (1) the quality/creativity of the title; (2) novelty/strength of the thesis; (3) quality, amount, and critical analysis of supporting primary evidence; (4) logic/organization of the paper; (5) consideration of alternative interpretations; and (6) proper documentation of sources in Chicago Style (see the formatting handout on my.hanover.edu). 
[image: image6.png]



HIS 260S GRADING OF ASSIGNMENTS:
· Final Exam: 20% total of the course grade.

· Two Position Papers (5-7 pages in length): each counting as 20% (40% total) of the course grade.
· Course Notebook (all notes, handouts, readings, reflections, etc.): 20% of the course grade.
· Attendance (required, preferably in costume) and Participation in Preparing/Partaking/Cleaning Up of the Medieval Dinner on Friday, May 23rd, from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m.: 10% of the course grade.
· Daily Class Participation and Informal Written Assignments: 10% of the course grade.

GRADING SCALE: 

A = 93-100

B- = 80-82

D+ = 67-69

A- = 90-92

C+ = 77-79

D = 63-66

B+ = 87-89

C = 73-76

D- = 60-62

B = 83-86 

C- = 70-72

F= 59 or below

Note: The instructor reserves the right to adjust a student’s final grade based upon extenuating circumstances.

If you have a disability that may require an accommodation for taking this course, please contact the Disability Services Coordinator at (812) 866-7215 or email Professor Kay Stokes at stokes@hanover.edu.
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STATEMENT ON  ACADEMIC HONESTY

Plagiarism and cheating on exams are very serious academic offenses that may result in the student’s receiving an “F” for the course grade and being reported to the Hanover College Dean’s Office. Students who plagiarize attempt to pass off as their own the work of another person, whether it be one sentence or entire paragraphs. Plagiarized passages may include material taken from the internet, books, periodicals, and/or other students’ work. Students who plagiarize defraud those fellow students who have been honest enough to submit their own work. Students who plagiarize also irreparably sever the student–instructor bond of trust. For all of these reasons, whenever you draw upon someone else’s idea(s) or wording, you must make absolutely certain that you identify your source(s). If you repeat the exact words of another source, enclose them in quotation marks and identify their source in a footnote (not an endnote or a parenthetical citation, please). Close paraphrases (i.e., near quotations) should be avoided at all costs; instead, either summarize the author’s argument or idea entirely in your own words and identify the source in the footnote, or else quote the author directly, enclosing the quotation in quotation marks, and then provide a footnote identifying the source. For a review of what other actions constitute plagiarism, please consult the following website: http://hnn.us/articles/514.html. The bottom line is this: be honest, do your own work, and when you borrow from someone else’s research, give that author due credit through a footnote. Honesty is, in fact, always the best policy.
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STATEMENT ON SELF-CARE
Your academic success in this course and throughout your college career depends heavily on your personal health and wellbeing. Stress is a common part of the college experience, and it often can be compounded by unexpected life changes outside the classroom. Your other professors and I strongly encourage you to take care of yourself throughout the term, before the demands of midterms and finals reach their peak. Please feel free to talk with me about any difficulty you may be having that may impact your performance in this course as soon as it occurs and before it becomes unmanageable. Please also know that there are a number of other support services on campus that stand ready to assist you. I strongly encourage you to contact them if you need them. We are all here to be of assistance, but in order for us to be able to help we need for you to communicate with us whenever you are experiencing serious difficulty. Of course, your personal concerns will remain strictly confidential.
[image: image9.png]



Select Websites on Early Women’s Writings and History:
Medieval History Sourcebook: http://www.fordham.edu/Halsall/sbook.asp
Women’s History Sourcebook: http://www.fordham.edu/Halsall/women/womensbook.asp
Women’s Studies: A Guide to Online Resources: http://www.the-orb.net/encyclop/culture/women/femindex.html
The Labyrinth: Resources for Medieval Studies: http://labyrinth.georgetown.edu/
Guide to Online Primary Sources in Medieval Studies: http://libguides.ucsd.edu/content.php?pid=63836&sid=471318
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Schedule of Topics and Assignments
WEEK ONE: 

Monday, April 28th: “Recovery and Reform: The Expansion of Europe (ca. 1050 – ca. 1150)”; “Women in Medieval Society: A Brief Introduction.”
PRIMARY SOURCE ASSIGNMENT: None.

SECONDARY SOURCE ASSIGNMENT: Course Syllabus; Spielvogel, “Recovery and Growth in the High Middle Ages” (my.hanover.edu); Ward, Women in Medieval Europe, 1-13; Bennett,  A Medieval Life, 1-13.
Tuesday, April 29th: “Childhood and Girls in the Middle Ages.”

PRIMARY SOURCE ASSIGNMENT: Amt, 175-6.

SECONDARY SOURCE ASSIGNMENT: Ward, 14-25; Bennett,  A Medieval Life, 73-79; Kittell, “Guardianship over Women in Medieval Flanders: A Reappraisal” (JSTOR).
Wednesday, April 30th: “Virginity, Marriage, Family, and Widowhood in the High Middle Ages.”

PRIMARY SOURCE ASSIGNMENT: Amt, 35-45, 52-61, 141-4; Christine de Pizan, The Treasure of the City of Ladies, 3-4, 28-32, 140-146, 160-162.

SECONDARY SOURCE ASSIGNMENT: Christine de Pizan, The Treasure of the City of Ladies, xiii-xxvii; Ward, 26-44.
Thursday, May 1st: “The Medieval Family and Health Issues.”

PRIMARY SOURCE ASSIGNMENT: Amt, 95-103.

SECONDARY SOURCE ASSIGNMENT: Ward, 45-62; Bennett,  A Medieval Life, 79-86.
Friday, May 2nd: “House and Household during the High Middle Ages.”

PRIMARY SOURCE ASSIGNMENT: Amt, 144-6, 158-9; 179-80.

SECONDARY SOURCE ASSIGNMENT: Ward, 63-73; Bennett, A Medieval Life, 14-27 and 114-127.
WEEK Two: 

Monday, May 5th: “Women and Their Employment, Part I: Domestic Service, Farm Responsibilities, Mercantile Trade, and Employment in the Crafts (Whether or Not as Members of the Guilds).”

PRIMARY SOURCE ASSIGNMENT: Amt, 147-55, 161-74; Christine de Pizan, The Treasure of the City of Ladies, 136-140, 153-157, 163-168.

SECONDARY SOURCE ASSIGNMENT: Ward, 74-93; Bennett, A Medieval Life, 87-113, 128-138.
Tuesday, May 6th: “Women and Their Employment, Part II: Medical Professions and Prostitution.”

PRIMARY SOURCE ASSIGNMENT: Amt, 103-6, 176-8; Christine de Pizan, The Treasure of the City of Ladies, 158-160.

SECONDARY SOURCE ASSIGNMENT: Ward, 94-109; Thomas G. Benedek, “The Roles of Medieval Women in the Healing Arts” (my.hanover.edu).
Wednesday, May 7th: “Elite Women of the High Middle Ages: Nobility, Gender, and Power.”

PRIMARY SOURCE ASSIGNMENT: Christine de Pizan, The Treasure of the City of Ladies, 4-27 and 32-136.

SECONDARY SOURCE ASSIGNMENT: Ward, 110-132; Bennett, A Medieval Life, 28-41.
Thursday, May 8th – Friday, May 9th: Professor away at the International Congress on Medieval Studies, Western Michigan University, Kalamazoo, Michigan. 
ASSIGNMENT: Research and Write Position Paper I on Christine de Pizan, Treasure of the City of Ladies: DUE in class, Monday, May 12th.
WEEK three: 

Monday, May 12th: “The Professed Religious in the High Middle Ages: Nuns and Nunneries.”

PRIMARY SOURCE ASSIGNMENT: Amt, 181-205, 216-18, 222-8.

SECONDARY SOURCE ASSIGNMENT: Ward, 154-175.
Tuesday, May 13th: “Gender and the Unprofessed Religious in the High and Later Middle Ages.”

PRIMARY SOURCE ASSIGNMENT: Amt, 213-16, 218-22; Beguine decrees from the Council of Vienne (my.hanover.edu); Inquisitorial Questions for the Sisters of the Common Life (my.hanover.edu).

SECONDARY SOURCE ASSIGNMENT: Ward, 176-190.
Wednesday, May 14th: “Women Mystics and Saints: Julian of Norwich.”

PRIMARY SOURCE ASSIGNMENT: Amt, 206-13; Julian of Norwich, Revelations, Short Text (pp. 3-38).
SECONDARY SOURCE ASSIGNMENT: Ward, 191-208; Julian of Norwich, Revelations, Introduction (pp. vii-xxxiii).
Thursday, May 15th: “Julian of Norwich” (continued).
PRIMARY SOURCE ASSIGNMENT: Julian of Norwich, Revelations, Long Text, Chpts. 1-50 (pp. 41-115).
SECONDARY SOURCE ASSIGNMENT: None.
Friday, May 16th:  “Julian of Norwich” (conclusion).
PRIMARY SOURCE ASSIGNMENT: Julian of Norwich, Revelations, Long Text, Chpts. 51-80 (pp. 115-180).
SECONDARY SOURCE ASSIGNMENT: None.
WEEK four: 

Monday, May 19th: “Medieval Laywomen: Charity, Lay Beliefs and Religious Practice, and Patrons and Practitioners of the Arts.”

PRIMARY SOURCE ASSIGNMENT: None.

SECONDARY SOURCE ASSIGNMENT: Ward, 133-153 and 209-237; Bennett, 42-60.
Position Paper 2 on Julian of Norwich: Due in Class, May 19th.
Tuesday, May 20th: “Women, Heresy and Witchcraft”; Review for the Final Exam.
PRIMARY SOURCE ASSIGNMENT: Amt, 249-257.

SECONDARY SOURCE ASSIGNMENT: Ward, 238-255.
Wednesday, May 21st: “Changing Times: Crises of the Later Middle Ages.”
PRIMARY SOURCE ASSIGNMENT: Boccaccio, excerpt from the Decameron (my.hanover.edu).
SECONDARY SOURCE ASSIGNMENT: Bennett, A Medieval Life, 61-72 and 87-100.
Course Notebook Due in Class, May 21st.

Thursday, May 22nd: Final Exam.
Friday, May 23rd: Medieval Dinner in Costume at the Professor’s home: 10:00 a.m.–4:00 p.m. (attendance and participation required)
Note: The professor reserves the right to adjust, revise, or otherwise alter the HIS 260S course Topic/Assignment Schedule at any point throughout the course of the semester, in which case (should this occur) he will provide the students with a hard and/or electronic copy of the revised schedule.
� HYPERLINK "http://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/e/ee/Hildegard.jpg" �� INCLUDEPICTURE "http://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/thumb/e/ee/Hildegard.jpg/410px-Hildegard.jpg" \* MERGEFORMATINET ����Illumination from the Liber Scivias (ca. 1151)  in the Rupertsberger Codex showing Hildegard of Bingen receiving and recording a vision.
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