Hanover College                                                                                                                          Winter 2016
HIS 260M: 
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“The Barbarians, the Later Roman Empire, and the Foundation of Medieval Europe” 
Professor: J. Michael Raley, Ph.D.

Office: Classic Hall 113.
Office Telephone: 812-866-7205.
Email Address: raleyjm@hanover.edu.

Class Meeting Time/Location: MWFs, 11:00-11:50 a.m., CLA 203.
Office Hour: MWRFs, 2:00 – 2:50 p.m. and at other times by appointment or whenever my office door is open.
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REQUIRED TEXTS:

Gregory of Tours. The History of the Franks. Trans. Lewis Thorpe. Rep. ed. London: Penguin Classics, 1976. ISBN: 978-0140442953. 
Heather, Peter. Empires and Barbarians: The Fall of Rome and the Birth of Europe. New York: Oxford University Press, 2012. ISBN: 978-0199892266.
James, Edward. Europe’s Barbarians, AD 200 – 600. Harlow, U.K.: Pearson, 2009. ISBN: 978-0582772960.

Jordanes. The Origin and Deeds of the Goths. Trans. Charles C. Mierow. Classic Reprint Series. Forgotten Books, 2012. ISBN: 978-1440037832. 

Tacitus. Agricola and Germania. Trans. by Harold Mattingley. Rev. with an Introduction and Notes by J. B. Rives. London: Penguin Books, 2009. ISBN: 978-0140455403.
Wemple, Suzanne Fonay. Women in Frankish Society: Marriage and the Cloister, 500 to 900. Philadelphia: University of Pennsylvania Press, 1981. ISBN: 978-0812212099.

Class handouts, primary documents, and other readings posted on Moodle or sent via email attachment, plus Duggan Library Course Reserve materials and website documents as assigned.
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COURSE DESCRIPTION:

In HIS 260M: “The Barbarians, the Later Roman Empire, and the Foundation of Medieval Europe” we shall examine the history of the barbarians as they encountered the later Roman Empire and eventually founded medieval Europe. We will retrace the historical developments, along with cultural and legal shifts, that took place from the 1st century B.C. through the 7th century A.D. as the Roman Empire expanded into Gaul and Britain and there encountered the native tribes already in place, and later, as the Germanic tribes of the east, under pressure from the Huns, pushed westward and settled into regions of Germany, Gaul, Spain, and North Africa formerly occupied by the Romans, and there established Germanic kingdoms. This story raises questions about how the Romanization process took place in regions conquered by the Romans, as well as the extent to which the Germans themselves may have impacted Roman culture in the provinces as a true cross-cultural fertilization took place. This, in turn, raises still more questions about the nature of the tribal migrations that may have taken place during these centuries. All of this, in turn, calls for a reassessment of the process by which the Roman Empire was transformed into a series of Germanic kingdoms, again begging the question of whether or not, in Edward Gibbon’s terms, we can even speak of a “Fall of the Roman Empire.”
Another, and no less important, goal will be to interpret the long-term importance of the barbarians, for history is not simply the memorization of facts—names, dates, and places. Rather, it is the study and interpretation of “source materials”—in whatever forms they exist and have come down to us. Thus, in our search for answers, we shall concentrate not merely upon historical events, names, places or dates, although these are important enough in their own right; rather, we shall focus upon those significant long-term relationships between major battles, migrations, peoples, and personalities. Thus the questions we shall ask will not stop with “What happened, where and when?,” but will go on to consider the bigger picture—how such events came about, why they happened, how they related to contemporary developments as well as to other phenomena that either had preceded or postdated them, and what their long-term significance is for us today. In the process, we shall come to a better understanding of the history of the birth of medieval Europe. Above all, however, in this historical study we shall focus on learning to read texts more closely, analyze them more critically, write more effectively, and speak more persuasively.
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COURSE OBJECTIVES:
Upon successful completion of this course, the student should be able to:

(1) Explain more fully the historical developments, along with cultural and legal shifts, that took place from the 1st century B.C. through the 7th century A.D. as the Roman Empire expanded into Gaul and Britain and there encountered the native tribes already in place, and later, as the Germanic tribes of the east, under pressure from the Huns, pushed westward and settled into regions of Germany, Gaul, Spain, and North Africa formerly occupied by the Romans, and there established Germanic kingdoms.

(2) Reevaluate whether or not the Roman Empire actually “fell” as Edward Gibbon famously argued, and many historians continue to suggest, or whether in stead some sort of transformation involving cross-cultural fertilization between the Romans, native Gauls, and migrating Germanic tribes – a merging of cultures – took place instead.

(3) Interpret the long-term significance of the barbarians in the birth of Europe, extending from medieval times to the present day, understanding in the process that, rather than being “dead,” the ideas, themes, events, and personalities that have shaped the past have also informed the present, and that together, the past and present will in large part shape the future;

(4) Gain a better understanding of how to uncover and evaluate evidence in the social sciences and, through close reading and class discussions, course exams, and analytical essays, present one’s interpretation of this evidence (one’s “argument”) more effectively through speaking and writing;

(5) Expand his/her abilities to view history from alternative perspectives and to explain causes for human behavior in ways that account for the complexity of social forces and of human motivation;

(6) Discover (within the process of historical inquiry) the importance of utilizing traditional modes as well as innovative approaches and non-traditional sources in historical research (particularly in women’s history and in studying the history of common people who did not always record their own stories for posterity); 

(7) Acknowledge that the pursuit of history goes far beyond the accumulation of facts, that in fact there exists a close link between historical inquiry and cultural values; the latter include those of the culture(s) under study as well as those of the historian(s) conducting the inquiry;
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EXPECTATIONS OF THE PROFESSOR AND OF THE STUDENT:
A number of expectations exist for this class. Students have every right to expect that I, as the professor, will meet and be prepared for each class; that I will be on time; that I will return graded assignments with my comments in a timely fashion (usually within 7-10 days); and that I will be readily available for consultation outside the classroom. Students, in turn, are expected to attend every class meeting, to arrive on time, to have read carefully and annotated the assigned readings thoroughly prior to class, to have the assigned texts with them in hard copy in class, and thus to be prepared to engage actively and in meaningful ways in the class discussions based upon the assigned readings. 

Class attendance, punctuality, active participation in note-taking and class discussions, and, most of all, enthusiasm for the pursuit of historical inquiry are crucial in a course of this nature. Absences from class are allowed only for college-excused reasons—e.g., sports competition, illness with written evidence of an extended hospital stay or doctor’s visit, or the death of a close family member. Time away for “vacations,” routine doctor’s appointments, time spent with friends and family, etc., are not legitimate reasons for missing class. Students who miss more than three classes without documentation of official and/or extraordinary circumstances for each of the absences may expect to suffer a grade penalty. Students who miss more than six classes without documentation for each of the absences will fail the course. 

Students must complete the assigned papers and both exams in a timely fashion in order to receive a passing grade for this course. 
Finally, each student is expected to hand in all written work on the assigned due dates. Penalties will be assessed for each day that an assignment is tardy unless that tardiness is the result of an excused absence and/or has been arranged with the instructor well in advance of the due date. 
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A Few Common Courtesies, Please: 

1. Please do not come to class wearing strong perfume or cologne. 

2. Please use the rest room before coming to class. If you have a physical problem, please discuss this privately with the professor. Otherwise, I will expect you to remain in the classroom for the entire 50-minute class period.

3. Technology in the classroom: Ringing cell phones and texting during class time disrupt the class discussions. Please be courteous. Make it a habit always to turn off your cell phone and other electronic devices prior to the beginning of class and before meeting with me in my office. Students who read their cell phones and/or type/send text messages during class time will be asked to leave the classroom. 

4. In HIS 260M, the use of laptop computers is a privilege, permitted in class by those who use them solely for class-related purposes. Those who Skype or surf the web during class time will be asked to leave the classroom. The professor has a zero tolerance policy on this, so please follow the rules if you wish to use your computer in class.

5. Please be sure to check your Hanover College email account daily for class-related messages. When sending the professor an email message, also please be professional: employ appropriate language and tone along with correct grammar, punctuation, and spelling (remember, professional emails are much different from those to your close friends).
6. Make sure that you exchange contact information with a study partner enrolled in this class. Contact him/her for missed assignments and class notes, and to review for exams. When you must be absent, please do not ask the professor if you “missed anything important in class today.”
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REQUIREMENTS SPECIFIC TO THIS COURSE:
The requirements for HIS 260M: “The Barbarians, the Later Roman Empire, and the Foundation of Medieval Europe” include two interpretive essays, each 5-7 pages in length, based respectively upon the texts by (1) Tacitus, (2) Jordanes, (3) Gregory of Tours, and/or (4) Suzanne Wempel plus sources related to Frankish women (your choice of two out of the four). There will also be two fifty-minute exams in essay format, one given at the midterm and the other at the conclusion of the course. Careful advance preparation of the assigned readings and regular class attendance, as well as active and meaningful participation in class, also comprise crucial components of the course’s requirements. Detailed study guides for the exams will be distributed in class and/or posted online at least one week prior to each exam. The two interpretive essays will be due, respectively, on March 14th and April 11th (see these calendar dates below for more information). These interpretive essays must be uploaded to the turnitin.com website (instructions on how to do this will come later in the semester as the due date for the first interpretive essay approaches). The grading of these interpretive essays papers will be based upon: (1) the quality/creativity of the title; (2) novelty/strength of the thesis; (3) critical analysis and interpretation of supporting primary evidence; (4) logic/organization of the paper; (5) consideration of alternative interpretations, and (6) documentation of all sources used/passages quoted. 
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GRADING POLICY: HIS 260M:
Midterm and Final Essay Exams: each counting as 25% (50% total) of the course grade.

Two Interpretive Essays (5-7 pages in length): 20% each (40% total) of the course grade.

Daily Class and Small-Group Participation, Quizzes, and Informal Assignments: 10% of the course grade.

GRADING SCALE: 

A+ = 100 
B = 83-88
C- = 71-72
F= 59 or below

A = 93-99
B- = 81-82
D+ = 69-70
A- = 91-92
C+ = 79-80
D = 63-68
B+ = 89-90
C = 73-78
D- = 60-62

Note: The instructor reserves the right to adjust a student’s final grade based upon extenuating circumstances.

Daily class attendance and the completion of all written assignments are required for any student opting to take this course under Hanover College’s pass/fail option. Pass/fail students who miss more than six classes and/or fail to complete both interpretive essays and both exams with a passing grade of C- or higher will fail the course.
If you have a disability that may require an accommodation for taking this course, please contact the Disability Services Coordinator at (812) 866-7215 or email Professor Kay Stokes at stokes@hanover.edu.
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STATEMENT ON ACADEMIC HONESTY

Plagiarism and cheating on exams are very serious academic offenses that may result in the student’s receiving an “F” for the course grade and being reported to the Hanover College Dean’s Office. Students who plagiarize attempt to pass off as their own the work of another person, whether it be one sentence or entire paragraphs. Plagiarized passages may include material taken from the internet, books, periodicals, and/or other students’ work. Students who plagiarize defraud those fellow students who have been honest enough to submit their own work. Students who plagiarize also irreparably sever the student–instructor bond of trust. For all of these reasons, whenever you draw upon someone else’s idea(s) or wording, you must make absolutely certain that you identify your source(s). If you repeat the exact words of another source, enclose them in quotation marks and identify their source in a footnote (not an endnote or a parenthetical citation, please). Close paraphrases (i.e., near quotations) should be avoided at all costs; instead, either summarize the author’s argument or idea entirely in your own words and identify the source in the footnote, or else quote the author directly, enclosing the quotation in quotation marks, and then provide a footnote identifying the source. The bottom line is this: be honest, do your own work, and when you borrow from someone else’s research, give that author due credit through a footnote. Honesty is, in fact, always the best policy.
Hanover College                                                                                                                          Winter 2016
History 260M: 

“The Barbarians, the Later Roman Empire, and 

the Foundation of Medieval Europe”
Topic/Assignment Schedule
REMINDER: Assigned readings are to be read carefully and annotated using colored markers and marginal notes in pen in advance of the class discussions on the dates listed below. Please print all online primary sources and keep them in a three-ring binder along with your class notes. Bring this notebook plus the assigned textbook readings with you to class.

Part 1

Early Encounters between the Romans and Barbarians
WEEK ONE:

Monday, January 11: Course introduction, brief discussion of the course syllabus.

ASSIGNED READING: Course syllabus.
Wednesday, January 13: Class Discussion: Who Were the Barbarians?
ASSIGNED READING: James, Europe’s Barbarians, Chapt. 1 (Moodle).
QUESTIONS TO PREPARE:

(1) Who were the barbarians? Where and when did they live?
(2) What are some problems with trying to investigate the barbarians today?
(3) Did barbarians ever change their ways?
(4) What sources are available to us to tell us how the barbarians lived? Why do theological texts from the later Roman period survive in far greater numbers than pornographic or Classical texts?
Friday, January 15: Lecture: The Roman Foundations of Medieval Europe.
ASSIGNED READING: Moran Cruz/Gerberding, Medieval Worlds, 18-20 (Moodle); Boatright et al., Brief History of the Romans, 32-44 (Moodle).
QUESTIONS TO PREPARE:

(1) When was the Roman ‘Republic’ founded, according to tradition?
(2) When and with what famous ruler did the Roman ‘Empire’ begin? 
(3) Describe the Roman officials, along with the legislative bodies, and their duties.
(4) How did Roman religion function? What role did ‘colleges’ of priests play?
WEEK TWO:

Monday, January 18: Lecture: Early Roman Encounters with Barbarians and the Administration of Roman Provinces.
ASSIGNED READING: James, Europe’s Barbarians, 21-32; Boatright et al., Brief History of the Romans, 99-110 (Moodle).
QUESTIONS TO PREPARE:

(1) What did the Roman authors Julius Caesar, Strabo, and Tacitus tell us about the barbarians?
(2) What do we know about the process of ‘Romanization’ as it impacted the barbarians?
(3) Who were the Cimbri and Teutoni, and what changes in the Roman army did Marius make to defeat them and save Rome?
(4) How were the Roman provinces administered?
Wednesday, January 20: Class Discussion: Caesar’s Gallic War (59-51 B.C.).
ASSIGNED READING: Boatright et al., Brief History of the Romans, 152-153 (Moodle); Mellor, Historians of Ancient Rome, 81-109 (Julius Caesar’s Commentaries on the Gallic War) (Moodle).
QUESTIONS TO PREPARE:

(1) Describe Julius Caesar’s campaigns in conquering Gaul (modern-day France). When did they occur? What was their impact upon the indigenous population?
(2) Describe the locations and characteristics of the Belgae, Aquitani, and Celts/Gauls, according to Caesar.
(3) Describe something that you found surprising in Caesar’s account of the defeat of the Helvitii.
(4) Summarize briefly Caesar’s essay on the religion, customs, and politics of the Gauls vs. the Germans.
Friday, January 22: Class Discussion: Claudius’ Conquest of Britain (43 B.C.).
ASSIGNED READING: Mellor, Historians of Ancient Rome, 460-463 (Suetonius, Life of Claudius) and 344-352 (Tacitus, Annals, XI, Claudius’ Speech on Gallic Senators/Murder of Claudius) (Moodle).

QUESTIONS TO PREPARE:

(1) How does Suetonius describe the Emperor Claudius? What can you discern from his description?
(2) What did Claudius argue in his speech to the Roman Senate? What does this tell us about how the Romans dealt with indigenous peoples in the provinces?
(3) What fate did Claudius ultimately meet?
WEEK THREE: 

Monday, January 25: Class Discussion: Introduction to Tacitus and His Works.

ASSIGNED READING: Tacitus, pp. vii-xliv (Introduction).

GROUP ASSIGNMENTS (work together as a group to lead a 10-minute class discussion on the following topics, complete with a 2-page handout for members of the class):

Group 1: Compile a chronological list of 1st century Roman generals and emperors and their encounters with the barbarians in Britain, Gaul, and Germania.

Group 2: Compile an outline of the life and career of Tacitus, including the offices that he held and the works that he authored. Be sure to note in which ancient sources this information is found.

Group 3: Provide an overview of Tacitus’ Agricola.
Group 4: Provide an overview of Tacitus’ Germania.
Wednesday, January 27: Class Discussion: Tacitus and the Roman Conquest of Britain.

ASSIGNED READING: Tacitus’ Agricola, pp. 3-19 (§§. 1-28) and 71-82 (notes).
PREPARATION FOR DISCUSSION:

Locate and explain the following quotations from Agricola:
(1) “. . . his spirit was invaded by the passion for military glory – a thankless passion in an age when distinction was misconstrued and a great reputation was as dangerous as a bad one.”

(2) “He succeeded where few succeeded: he lost no authority by his affability, but no affection by his sternness.”
(3) “Indeed, nothing has helped us more in war with their strongest nations than their inability to cooperate.”
(4) “. . . he crossed the channel with the summer half over, at a season when, with campaigning presumably done for the year, our troops pursue their rest and our enemies their opportunity.”

(5) “In their innocence they called this ‘civilization’, when in fact it was part of their enslavement.”

(6) “He thought it more honorable to hurt than to hate.”
Friday, January 29: Class Discussion: Tacitus and the Roman Conquest of Britain (cont.).
ASSIGNED READING: Tacitus’ Agricola, pp. 19-31 (§§. 29-46) and 82-86 (notes).
PREPARATION FOR DISCUSSION:

Locate and explain the following quotations from Agricola:

(1) “The wealth of an enemy excites their greed, his poverty their lust for power.” 

(2) “Apprehension and terror are weak bonds of affection; just break them, and, where fear has ended, hatred will begin.”
(3) “On this side you have a general and an army; on that, tribute, the mines and the other penalties imposed on slaves.”
(4) “To be sure, at last you meet them face to face, but not because they have taken a stand: they have instead been caught.”
(5) “And so Agricola, both by his own virtues and the vices of others, was driven headlong towards glory.”

(6) “Let it be clear to those inclined to admire unlawful acts that even under bad emperors men can be great, and that a sense of duty and discretion, if backed by ability and energy, can reach that peak of honour that many have stormed by precipitous paths . . . .”

(7) “You are fortunate indeed, Agricola, in your glorious life, but no less in your timely death.”
WEEK FOUR:

Monday, February 1: Class Discussion: Tacitus’ Germania.
ASSIGNED READING: Tacitus’ Germania, pp. 35-47 (§§. 1-25) and 86-97 (notes).
PREPARATION FOR DISCUSSION:

Locate and explain the following quotations from the Germania:

(1) “ . . . many who survive a battle have ended their shame with a noose.”

(2) “They choose their kings for their noble birth, their leaders for their valour.”

(3) “On matters of minor importance only the leading men debate, on major affairs the whole community.”

(4) “. . . the leaders fight for victory, the companions fight for their leader.”

(5) “Now they have also learned the practice of accepting money – from us.”

(6) “Good morality is more effective than good laws elsewhere.”

(7) “ . . . they debate at a time that cuts out pretence, they decide at a time that precludes mistake.”
Wednesday, February 3: Class Discussion: Tacitus’ Germania (cont.).
ASSIGNED READING: Tacitus’ Germania, pp. 47-57 (§§. 26-46) and 97-110 (notes).
PREPARATION FOR DISCUSSION:

Locate and explain the following quotations from the Germania:

(1) “Other Germani may be seen going to battle, only the Chatti go to war.”
(2) “Did Hercules really go there, or is it only our habit of assigning any outstanding achievement anywhere to that famous name?”
(3) “The freedom of Germania is deadlier than the despotism of Arsaces.”
(4) “Driven back once more, they have in recent times supplied us more with triumphs than with victories.”
(5) “Defeat in battle always begins with the eyes.”
(7) ““They care for no one, man or god, and have gained the ultimate release: they have no needs, not even for prayer.”
Friday, February 5: Class Discussion: The Barbarians: Migrants or Invaders?
ASSIGNED READING: Heather, 1-35.

QUESTIONS TO PREPARE:

(1) Why is the role played by migration in the transformation of Roman/barbaric Europe so hotly contested?

(2) What are the principal arguments put forth by the opposing sides in this Great Migration Debate?

(3) Should migration be relegated to a minor, walk-on role in the history of barbarian Europe? Why or why not?
Part 2
Romans and the Barbarians of the Third and Fourth Centuries
WEEK FIVE:

Monday, February 8: Class Discussion: The Transformation of Ancient Germania. 
ASSIGNED READING: Heather, 36-72.

QUESTIONS TO PREPARE:

(1) In what ways did the Germans change between the time of Tacitus and the 4th century? To what extent, for instance, did their stratification increase?

(2) How and why were the barbarians in border regions turned by Rome into client states?

(3) Discuss the delicate balance between constraint and consent in Germanic politics.
Wednesday, February 10: Class Discussion: The Perplexing Question of the Nature and Scale of Germanic  Migration.
ASSIGNED READING: Heather, 72-93. 

QUESTIONS TO PREPARE:

(1) What kick-started the economic transformations that underlay the Germanic conferations, and how precisely did economic development feed through into new political structures among the Germani?
(2) What insights did the 1967 discovery of the Roman villa near Civitas Nemetum yield?
(3) Is it likely, as Heather asserts (p. 93), that “prevailing disparities amongst the Germani themselves would have eventually generated larger, more consolidated political units even without the arrival of Rome? What evidence do we have to suggest this type of relationship existed?
Friday, February 12: Class Discussion: The Perplexing Question of the Nature and Scale of Germanic  Migration (cont.).
ASSIGNED READING: Heather, 94-121.

QUESTIONS TO PREPARE:

 (1) What is the connection between the Macromannic War and the Wielbark expansion?

(2) According to Heather, what are we to make of Jordanes and his work on the Goths?

(3) What archaeological and literary evidence exists to support claims of a large-scale migration of Goths and other Germanic groups?
Study Guide for Exam One distributed in class.
WEEK SIX:

Monday, February 15: Class Discussion: The Perplexing Question of the Nature and Scale of Germanic  Migration (cont.).
ASSIGNED READING: Heather, 122-150.

QUESTIONS TO PREPARE:

(1) What do we know about the Third Century migrations of Germanic peoples? What about them do we still not know?

(2) Why did these migration flows occur when they did, and why did they all tend in the direction of the Roman frontier?
(3) Is there a reason why some of the Germanic migration flows should have included women and children alongside armed men when it came to asserting their domination over a new landscape?
Wednesday, February 17: Class Discussion: Barbarian Culture in the World of Late Antiquity.
ASSIGNED READING: Moran Cruz/Gerberding, Medieval Worlds, 83-90 (Moodle); James, Europe’s Barbarians, 129-156 (Moodle).

QUESTIONS TO PREPARE:

(1) What do we know about barbarian culture in the world of late Antiquity (4th-6th centuries)?

(2) What do recent excavations elite grave sites suggest about the relations between the barbarians and the Romans?
(3) What do we know about barbarian holy sites? What kinds of trades/crafts were plied there?

(4) What trends/patterns of settlement can be discerned from excavations of barbarian villages?

(5) Were the frontier fortifications uncovered along the Roman-German border in fact Roman forts manned by federated troops (barbarians), or German forts to defend Germania against the Roman invaders?

(6) What do we know of Roman-barbarian trade and from what types of sources?

(7) How are we to assess barbarian civilization? What do we know of barbarian literacy and oral traditions? 
Friday, February 19: EXAM ONE.
WEEK SEVEN:

Monday, February 22: The Collapse of the Roman Frontier.
ASSIGNED READING: Heather, 151-173.

QUESTIONS TO PREPARE:

(1) What role, if any, did the tribe of the Huns play in pressuring the Goths to cross the Danube River in 376 A.D.?

(2) Is Ammianus’ History a credible source for this migration?

(3) Explain how the predatory migration flow built up from small-scale activities into the much larger migratory groups characteristic of the 3rd century.

Wednesday, February 24: Class Discussion: The Collapse of the Roman Frontier (cont.).
ASSIGNED READING: Heather, 173-206.

QUESTIONS TO PREPARE:

(1) What is the massed, mixed group that formed a second type of predatory or partially-predatory migration?

(2) What role, if any, did this form of predatory migration play in the second stage of the collapse of Roman frontier?

(3) How and why did these migrating tribes repeat the migratory process? Were these armies or peoples? What influence, if any, did Roman state structures exert on the Goths’ migratory process?

Friday, February 26: The Impact of the Huns’ Migration upon Western Europe.

NO CLASS! Professor away from campus with Hanover College history students presenting at the Ball State University Student History Conference. 

Here is the assignment in the professor’s absence:

ASSIGNED READING: Heather, 207-245 (“Huns on the Run”).

QUESTIONS (1-2–page double-spaced typewritten response, sent to the professor via email attachment by no later than 2:00 p.m., Friday, February 26th):

(1) Why are we so ignorant about the Huns? What can we say about them with relative certainty?

(2) What are some possible explanations for the westward Hunnic migration? What do scholars believe brought the Huns to the heart of Europe in the fifth century? What impact did their migration have on other barbarian tribes?
(3) What does the story of the Roman merchant turned Hunnic warrior tell us about group identities in Attila’s empire?

Monday, February 29 – March 4: Winter Break!

WEEK EIGHT:

Monday, March 7: Class Discussion: Jordanes, The Origin and Deeds of the Goths.

ASSIGNED READING: Jordanes, The Origin and Deeds of the Goths, 1-41  (§§. 1-130).

(Note: Additional commentary and notes from the longer revised edition are also available on Moodle.)

QUESTIONS TO PREPARE: See the class handout with questions on Jordanes.

Rubric and potential topics for exploration for Interpretive Essay #1 (on Tacitus or Jordanes) to be distributed in class.
Wednesday, March 9: Class Discussion: Jordanes, The Origin and Deeds of the Goths (cont.).

ASSIGNED READING: Jordanes, The Origin and Deeds of the Goths, 41-77 (§§. 131-245).

QUESTIONS TO PREPARE: See the class handout with questions on Jordanes.

Friday, March 11: Class Discussion: Jordanes, The Origin and Deeds of the Goths (cont.).

ASSIGNED READING: Jordanes, The Origin and Deeds of the Goths, 77-100 (§§.246-316).

DEBATE, pro and con: Jordanes’ Origin and Deeds of the Goths is a reliable source that provides us with our best source of authentic Gothic history. Also see the class handout with questions on Jordanes.

Part 3
Barbarians in the Fifth and Sixth Centuries
WEEK NINE: 
Monday, March 14: Class Discussion: The Franks and Roman Gaul.
ASSIGNED READING: Heather, 305-332.

QUESTIONS TO PREPARE:

(1) What do we know about the intrusion of Frankish power into Roman Gaul?

(2) Who were the Merovingians? To what extent was their rise in power the result of Roman imperial collapse?
(3) What does the tomb of Childeric tell us about the Frankish king? What puzzles remain?

(4) Describe the two zones of the Frankish kingdom, divided by the River Loire.

(5) What role did Frankish immigration play in the region north of the River Loire? What does the evidence of new cemeteries with the new furnished burial habit tell us?

Interpretive Essay #1 (on Tacitus or Jordanes) Due, Monday, March 14th, 5:00 p.m. 

Wednesday, March 16: Class Discussion: Gregory of Tours, History of the Franks: Introduction.
ASSIGNED READING: Gregory of Tours, 7-56 (Introduction).

QUESTIONS TO PREPARE: See the class handout with questions on Gregory of Tour’s History of the Franks.

Friday, March 18: Class Discussion: Gregory of Tours, History of the Franks, Book I.
ASSIGNED READING: Gregory of Tours, 84-99 (Chpts. I.25 – I.48)

QUESTIONS TO PREPARE: See the class handout with questions on Gregory of Tour’s History of the Franks.
WEEK TEN:

Monday, March 21: Class Discussion: Gregory of Tours, History of the Franks, Book II.
ASSIGNED READING: Gregory of Tours, 103-150 (II.1 – II.34)

QUESTIONS TO PREPARE: See the class handout with questions on Gregory of Tour’s History of the Franks.
Rubric and potential topics for exploration for Interpretive Essay #2 (on Gregory of Tours or on Wemple/Frankish Law Code, due on 4/11/16) to be distributed in class, 3/21/16.
Wednesday, March 23: Class Discussion: Gregory of Tours, History of the Franks, Books II–III.

ASSIGNED READING: Gregory of Tours, 150-158 and 161-175 (II.35 – III.14).

QUESTIONS TO PREPARE: See the class handout with questions on Gregory of Tour’s History of the Franks.
Friday, March 25: Class Discussion: Gregory of Tours, History of the Franks, Book III.

ASSIGNED READING: Gregory of Tours, 180-193 (III.15 – III. 37).

QUESTIONS TO PREPARE: See the class handout with questions on Gregory of Tour’s History of the Franks.
WEEK ELEVEN:

Monday, March 28: Class Discussion: Gregory of Tours, History of the Franks, Book IV.

ASSIGNED READING: Gregory of Tours, 197-249 (Book IV).

QUESTIONS TO PREPARE: See the class handout with questions on Gregory of Tour’s History of the Franks.
Wednesday, March 30: Life for Frankish Women under Merovingian Rule.

ASSIGNED READING: Wemple, 9-40; Laws of the Salian Franks (Moodle).

QUESTIONS TO PREPARE: 
(1) What was the triple heritage of Merovingian women.

(2) What was the German wergild? What does it tell us about the place of women in Merovingian society?

Friday, April 1: Life for Frankish Women under Merovingian Rule.

ASSIGNED READING: Wemple, 40-74.

QUESTIONS TO PREPARE: 
(1) Discuss the rights and concerns of Frankish women in the process of betrothal, marriage, widowhood, and divorce.

(2) How did women operate within the Merovingian aristocracy? What role did bilateral kin relations play in the Merovingian power structure?

(3) Did lower-class Merovingian women enjoy more or less freedom than their upper-class counterparts? What sorts of freedoms did lower-class Merovingian women enjoy?

WEEK TWELVE:
Monday, April 4: Life for Frankish Women under Merovingian Rule.
ASSIGNED READING: Wemple, 127-143, 149-165, and 175-186.
QUESTIONS TO PREPARE:

(1) Summarize the waning influence of women in the Frankish church with regard to women in pastoral care.
(2) Summarize the waning influence of women in the Frankish church with regard to the diaconate.

(3) Outline the development of the double monastery, the reason for its creation, the tasks of the nuns, and the relation between the proprietary church system and the proliferation of nunneries.
(4) Summarize Wemple’s conclusions about nuns as scholars and authors under the Merovingians.

Wednesday, April 6: “The Carolingian Renaissance and Its Impact upon Women.”
ASSIGNED READING: Moran Cruz/Gerberding, 149-154 (Moodle); Wemple, 75-123.
QUESTIONS TO PREPARE:

(1) What was the Carolingian cultural revival, or Carolingian Renaissance, as it is sometimes called? What role did women play in this revival of learning?
(2) Who were some of the chief personages involved (male and female)? 

(3) What was the revolution Wemple mentions was brought about through the growing Christian influence upon monogamy and the inviolability of marriage? What options were left to married women who wanted out of their marriages? Does the evidence suggest this new legislation was working?
(4) According to Wemple, was the new concept of the family – the conjugal unit – as the fundamental unit of society paralleled by increased female influence within and without the family?
Friday, April 8: “The Carolingian Renaissance and Its Impact upon Women.”
ASSIGNED READING: Wemple, 143-148; 165-174, 187-197.
QUESTIONS TO PREPARE: 

(1) In what ways did Carolingian ecclesiastical reforms affect Frankish women (especially priestly concubines) in particular? Can we trust the sources on this? Why or why not?
(2) In what ways did Carolingian reforms exert an impact upon women who were living in convents?

(3) What does Wempel argue was the effect of Carolingian reforms on the literary activities of women? What evidence exists in support of this claim? What evidence does the case of Hroswitha of Gandersheim present to the contrary?

Part 4
The Emergence of a New Europe
WEEK THIRTEEN: 

Monday, April 11: A New Europe.
ASSIGNED READING: Heather, 333-359.
QUESTIONS TO PREPARE:

(1) How do the migratory processes of the late 4th and 5th centuries fit within the traditional and revisionist conceptions of the ‘fall’ of the Western Roman Empire?
(2) What part did Roman imperial collapse play in the transforming patterns of political and economic organization across the European landscape?
Interpretive Essay #2 (on Gregory of Tours or on Wemple/Frankish Law Code) Due, Monday, April 11th, 5:00 p.m. 
Wednesday, April 13: A New Europe (cont.).
ASSIGNED READING: Heather, 359-385.
QUESTIONS TO PREPARE:

(1) How did the Franks inherit Rome’s imperial scepter in Gaul?
(2) In what ways, and to what extent, did the Roman Empire in the long term sow the seeds of its own destruction?
(3) What role did the Huns play in all of this?
(4) How did the Frankish Empire of Charlemagne cement the formation of a northern Europe free from Mediterranean control?
STUDY GUIDE FOR EXAM TWO DISTRIBUTED IN CLASS.

Friday, April 15: Review for Exam Two/Course Evaluations.
April 18-22: Exam Week: EXAM TWO (one-hour exam): TBA.

The professor reserves the right to adjust, revise, or otherwise alter the HIS 260M Topic/Assignment Schedule at any point throughout the course of the semester.
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So-called “Grande Ludovisi” sarcophagus, with battle scene between Roman soldiers and Germans. Proconnesus marble, Roman artwork, ca. A.D. 251/252. 
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